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Plain-Dealing : 
OR) 
A FuLL and PARTICULAR 
IEXAMINATION 
of a late Treatiſe, BH | 
HUMANE REASON. 


His hittle Pamphlet, called ho 
mane Reaſon , brought into 
mind thar ſaying of the Morali, 
- that Every thing hath 1wo Handles. 
For if ir be true of any thing, 4t 
| is true of this Book. 
Leſt therefore it ithovld be taken by the 
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F wrong amo and Is prove miſchievous, L _ : 
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have thought fir: -( becapſe. the Author will. © 
Az3 not : 4 
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ret Coit himſelf) to do him thar right to e 
plain the true meaning of his words as near as 
I can gueſs it; and if I have do1e 1t accord- 
ing to his mind, I expe he ſhould give me 
thanks fo- it ; but if I have miſtaken him, he: 
may thank himſelf, and may free himſelf by 
betrer expL1ining his intentions. i 

His Defign ( heſatth) was to ſearch for aj 
Guide to Happineſs, and to communicate the] 
eF: Qs of this ſearch to others, if he thought jt 
might be profitable; which it ſeems he doth 

think in that he hath publiſhed this TraQate, 

Before I go further, I will tell this Gent:;eman 
a.Sto,y, by which he ſhall ſec how profitab.e 4 
Guide he hith foand out, : 

Travelling once where I ws 4 meer ftranger, F? 
I enquired of 4 luſty Fellow 1 happened r0 meet 7 
withall, which was the way to the next Town, | 
who after he bad once or twice lioked wiſe!) 
about him , and very conſpderately (cratched bis 
Nodle, told m: I muſt go by the Eſquire bi 
bouſe. 

You may imagine (Sir) tht I was vet 
well informcd inmy way by this Anſwer : _ 
truly (Sir } you muſt parden-me if I think 
the moſt of Men no berter informed in the way 
to happine s by that dire&ion which (after all 
your conſideration ) you have fo:ind out, and 
Propoſed to them, | 

Forall that you have fajd comes te no-more 
then this , that every ene muſt follow right 

| Reaſon 
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o ex-Meaſon which is his dire& way, Now he that © 
ar as Moth not beforehand knowv wherein right Rea- 
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d1 doth conſiſt £ as molt of mankind do !'or 
jill be as much 
andings your direQions, as I was jn mine, 
'f by Þot knowinz wh r:aboits the Eſquire's houſe 
Bas, to which my wiſe Guide direfed me, 
for af 1 cannot bus be of this GentIemans opin'en, 
» the@at by reaſon ef the intricacies of the bg 6: 
he ie appin2(s to chooſe the right paths, a-d then 
oth Mo guide our ſelves in thers, we had gr at need” 
oe Wave a better ey*<- fight then is left! us by the 
nin Wall of our firlt Forefather : bur hov this 
'e a co niideration ( 5fcer a long ard (erio 5 debate 
thereof as this Author profeſſeth, p 2. ) brings 
rex, Eo offer Guide to him but his own Realon, I 
cet inſt confeſs I am not able for my lif: 10-und-r- 
txod. For I cannot apprehomd (that reaſon is a 


us by the Fall ©f our firſt F.r:fa her, I know 
by © of no other Guide that' was Jefe us after this 
Fall but Humane Reaſon , wherefore by tel- 
ling us that we had great nee« have a better 
ot Guide, the Author himſelf ha'h refoted his 
ak | whole Book; for then we have need of a bet- 
ter Guide then Humane Reaſon. Thus Truth 
al] & will out ſometimes in ſpight of a mans 
id | teeth. 
For true it is , that our Reaſon got fo great 
a bruiſe »y that Fall, that ro ſuppo'e ( with 
ac | this Gentieman ) that every man's Reaſon 
ſheujd 
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to ſeek in his way notwirh- *. 


Setter Guide, bur the ve y ſame that was Iett- 
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ſhould take ſuch dire&jons as it ought and? 
may do, and perſue thoſe direQions with care} 
and conſtancy ; is a ſuppolition juſt as proba- 
ble, as to ſuppoſ?, that every man. living is Wis} 
ſer then Sotomon : and a diſcourſe built upon this 
ſuppoſal ( as thts I am examining ſeems to be) 
will amount to no more then this, Thar it the 
Sky falls we ſha!) catch Larks, So that our} 
Author by not telling us wherein right Reaſon? 
doth conſiſt, ſeems to be as ridiculous a.# 
Guide as ke that ſhould give a man that is to:# 
travel in a very intricate and'unbeaten way ,of, 
which he knows not 6:6 ſtep, no other diree 
Qions but this, go your right way and you 
ſhall be ſure to come ſafe to your Journeys. 


end ; andas his direQion and ſuppoſal are no i$ 


leſs ridiculous, fo I wiſh with all my heart{# 
they were no more pernicious in their cor.[:- 
quence : but how impraQticable they are, and Wi 
how deſtruRive to all Arts, Orders, and So- 
cieties, I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate by 
plain inſt ances, 
For if every. man muſt make uſe of no other 
Guide but his own Reaſon ( ſuppoſe in caſes. 
that concern tis lite aud eftare ) and muſt take, 
direX ons onely from himſelf, thoſe two Hp-. 
noarable prof-1};ons of Law and Phifick,would 
be alrogeth.r uſelcſs to mankind, and unpro- } 
fitavle to the Profeflors ; but becauſe it is im-. X 
poſtible itat every man ſhould have time, or . 
leifure , parts , or conyeniency to underſtand 
| either. 


anlY either of theſe ſtudies ſo well as they whoſe 
careWM buſineſs and employment have mainly te ded. 
ba-WY that way all their life time 3 all wiſe men 
wi-Mthink it c<nvenient not to acquiefce wholly in- 
thisWrheir own judgment in caſes of Phyſick and 
be)3F Law, bur to conſult the Lawyers and Phyficis-  - 
the Wans. 
2 Neither is it ſufficient 10.aftight men from - | 
ſon, Making the Phyſicians advice, Þ cauſe ſome. 
Ap oſlibly have dicd ot the Dottor ; nor from 
to: Wconſulting the Lawyers, though probably too 
,of. Wmany ' bave loſt thcir eſtates by their indirect: 
ree i councels and proceedings. z 
ou BY The ſ+me allo holds as to Divinity. Forif 
Emen were as carcful of their ſouls as of their 


ys. 
no &bodies and eſtates, they would then in all difh-- 
artKcult caſes of conſcience take the advice of Di+ 
:=WF ines, as frequently as they do of the Judge or: 
1d FiFhe Door in caſes proper to them: Neither 
0» F$Fwould they conclude { with our Author ) that 
by WÞccaufe probably too many have be.n miſled: 
-&©y the crrours and deceits of others ; there= 
er Wore they muſt have no other Guides to theme» 
os. Ives but their own Reaſons. | 
ke For there is a good honeſt 01d Englith Pro-- 
p- WFcrb, that will ſecure every wiſe man from . 


Id bis concluſion, viz. He that is ontly taught by- 
D- RW mſclf hath @ Fool t0 his Maſter. We muſt 
n-. Wort ſurely then be govern'd onely by our own. 
Yr . {Reaſons exclufively taken from all other h-lps; 
d dr this would at once deftroy all the chief 
2-1] As | Pros 
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- Profeſſions of our Nation. We might then} 
burn all oor Studies and our Books, and pull. 
down all our Colledges and Inns of Court and 
Chancery , nay , the Charter-houſe and the} 

' Royal Society it ſelf, as well as all Schools F 
of good Learning would be altogether uſeleſs, # 
if without theſe advantages we could ſuppoſe 
every man wiſe enough to guide himſelf onely | 
hy his own Reaſon, Neither could any Laws, 8 
Order, or Society. be long maintained, was 
every man reſolved (with. this Gentleman): 
to have noother Guide. | Fl 

Thus put the caſe in any Society whatever | 
(let it be Charter-hovſe.it ſelf) if the Maſter } 
mould, (as I ſuppoſe his Duty 1s) take care 
that the Laws and Orders of the Society 8 
ſhould ,be preſerved, executed andobeyed by: x 
every Member of 1t, ;hould any peeviſh per- 

. ſon in.it refuſe to pay obedience to them upon ©: 
this pretencezthat he is to be guided only by his {# 
own Reaſon, I appeal to this Author himſelf 
whether he would be ſatisfied with this anſwer; # 
or whether he would uot(if itlay.in his power) 8 
turn fuch a refraQory Fellow out of his ſociety 
unleſs he did conform himſe]f to theOrders and 
Statutes of it? If not it would be impoſſible for 
him to maintain the Society : if he would ex- 
pel him, he clearly proves that the Principle 3 
on which he ſeems to build his whole Book, 

. 15 not to be allowed to any perſon that js ſub- 
JeQ to the Laws of ayy Society, 
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hen Y Tfke ſhall lay that therefore be added thoſe” 
ull W lunications, ( if 1t take ſuch dir<CGiens as It, 
and W ovght and may do, oc.) 1 would fain know 
the W in 2ny Society who ſha}l be Jodge wherhervr 
zols MF no every Member of it doth rightly iimit .his 
eſs, * | Reaſon, ſhall the Perſon himtelf, or the Ga» 
ole FF vernour of the Society 2 Ifthz Perfon himleif, 
ely W then the limitations ſignifie nuthing, and rhe. 
ws, i Society would ſoon fignifie as little : if the 
was 3 Governour mult be fo far Fudge as to puniſh - 
an): # thoſe Attions that are done contrary to theSta- - 

2F tu:e> and Ord.rs of the place, then why thould 
ver 4 nor the Govern: urs of the Church be ailowed- 
ter 8 1: eJame puwe1? | cannortlce anyRealon at all, 
are W voleſs we are. arrived at that madneſs to think 
«ty it indifferent whether the Church be diflolved 
by. {# Or uphe!id, or whether we have any R<ligian 
Cr» | 


T 
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oy 


:1n our Nation, or none at all, 

ZX TI would not be one of that rumber who. 
22 ſhould diſpute againſt the power and privi- 
ledges of Humane Reaſon, for no man loves- 
2#Reaſon better then my telt: 'nor would I aflerr 
any ſuch Priviiedge to exempt men from Laws - 
dr from the publick exercile of Religion. For -* 
T think nothing can be more unreaſonable; and 
ct Iam deccived if I have yot proved that 
= bis Adertion ( which is the whole ſum of our 
ZZAuthors Book ) is of that nature. | 

2F Bur he hath one killing Argument that (like . 
2 two-edged Sword ) doth* execution both. 
Ways, with which . he Qtrikes all dad that: 
_ dare. 
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dare oppoſz him, And this it 1s, page ?, 
& They that diſpute moſt againit Reaſun, do 
«jr becauſe their own Reaſon perſwades 
« them to that belicf,&c. 6 
This is juſt ſuch a mortal Argument as the Þ 


Papiſts uſe, to prove that the Church is the Þ 
* onely Rule of Faith, For (ſay they ) whoa i 
denies this. and aſſerts the Scripture to be the 
Rule of Faith can have no Authority nor *# 
Ground for their belicf of the Scripture but #8 
the Authority of the Church : and therefore by” 
we ought to believe as the Church teacheth 
us, and not as the Scripture. i 


But the Anſwer js not very hard to be made. 7% 


to the Romaniſts, It is true indeed, the rea- **! 


eg Py 
vz - 


ſon why we believe the four Goſpels and the -: 


% 


Epiſtles to be the Writings of thoſe Divinely- = 


inſpired perſons, whoſe Names they bear,muſt'. = 
be this, becauſe they have been ſo received by : 
the Church in all Ages ; and the reafon why 
we believe thole Miraclcs were done as they. 
are related in Scripture, muſt be from the con- j&& 
ſtant Teſtimony of the Univerſal Church, and 
from theſe Miracles we are ſure they weref 
written by perſons inſpired by God, and con-={ 
Tequently that they are the Rule by which we 
are to walk: Thus the Authority of rhe {# 
Church onely leads usto the Scriptures as an'# 


% 2 
Pens & 


ded by them, and not by the Church any fur- 
ther then. her Commands ate agreeable ro the 


Sigh | 
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infallible Rule, and leaves us.there to be gui- {i 
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Commands of God contained in the Seri» 
ptures. £2 ++ 

Neither is the Anſwer much different, nox| * 
much more difficult to our Authors dead-|! 
doing Demonſtratfen; for though Reafon muſt? 
dire us to a Rule by which we are to at, yet 
when we have once tound out ſuch a Rule as: 


22 our Reaſon aflures us js Infaliuble, we then 


ought to govern our ſelves no longer by oue- 
bare Reafon, but by our Reaſon guided by. 
that Rule , and to a@ thoſe hinge | not that» 
Reaſon onely doth dire us ) but ſuch things; 
as our Infalli\ble Rule commands uss © 

So that we ſce Reaſon is ſo far from being- 
our orely Guide, that it direQly leads us to- 
the Scriptures and leaves us to be direRed by, 


them, by which it confcfizth tharit ſelf ought” 
to be guided, 


If the Author ſhall now ſay that I have mis 
taken his Notion, and that his intention in this 
Beok was onely to bring Men into their right” 
wits, and-make Men conſider the reaſanables. 
neſs of the Religion of tke Church of England 
and conſequently conform. themſe]ves to it; I 
ſhall ſay no more then this to him, that { 
with ke had made this Defign more apparent, 
that .our Difſenteys might not have.joyn'd in 
the miſtake of his Book, and have conſtrue 
it to the countenancing all Divifions : and that 
| ke had not given by the whole contrira nn 

is. 


> VET? 


i... 4 Bat. SIS "5; : Fe a 
i x) y. 29 ag, 6 RESP, I! j « WM. F, oP 4s Fay 
: p, os 5 * > k > G -4 ix.” « 4 F 4, <> MM f 
4 'z # od E * OF: Is 7, $54 £ $* ps WY Fey —_ SQ2 A 
, 4 $3 L _ S ”u 
! y ks , : 


his Book ſo juſt cauſe of this ſcandal to them, 

For .the Book hath in moſt parts a douvle 
face, that (like Fanws his) looks two directly 
contrary ways at once ; and eerctore we may 
juſtly ſuſpe& a double mind and fome double i 
dealings in the Author : but this I muſt neecs. þ 
ſay for him, that he hath ingeviouſly contri- Z 
ved it; for (like an armed Amazonzan beauty )'t. 
caſts a pleaſing look, and fecm>ro ſmile upon 
every cne that looks on It, and yet it bears 
about 1t the inſtruments of death. 

I onely make this my requeit to him, if he 
writes again, thar he wo::1d thew the WorJd 
more of his honeſty, though leſs of his inge= *# 
nuity, ty ſpeakirg plain truth, but ro: Qra-. » 
cles that may be interpreted to comply with _. 
contradictions; and leit he ſhould miſtake my 
Defign, I will deal] plainly and rell him what 
it is, viz. to do the duty of an honeſt Eng- 
liſh Gentleman, and a good Chriſtian, by doing 
my endeayours ( according t) my ſmall abi- 
ities) to preſerve the Unity of the Church 
of England, into which I was baptized. I 
ſhall therefore endeavour to free the minds of 
all impartial Readers from thoſemiſtakes that 
might ariſe from this Book-I am now exami- 
ning. To which end becauſe ſome may perhaps 
be drawn into a maze by reading it, (as the 
Author was tn writing 1t) I ſhall endeavour ** 
'to ſhew them the way our cf it by walking - #7 
along with them ſtep by ſtep,» and ſo letting #* 
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yy them ſee the way back again by theſame ſteps. 
e as they were art firſt led iroit, And now to. 
y my Task, 

Ly 

le The Gentleman foref:eing ( as well he- 


againſt him, in the firtt place applies himſelf- 


4 -” . » . nt 
-58. | might) that many Obje&ions would be raiſes 
't. "172 to: ward them off, Pag,?.& 4. 


n ObjefA,t. He thus propoleth , © That many 

's 3 << of the greateſt Wits have by following. 
F * their own Opinions encreaſ.d the Catas: 

we #F * lozueof Herefies, Tothis he anſwers, _ 

d «© That theſe men either followed not their 

- ©« ©wn Reaſon but their Wills, or firſt hood» 

1 


= «yinkt their Reaſon by intereſt and pre= 
Hh ww judice or paſſion, &c. | 


y '; + All this I eafily grant 1s truth : but now TI 
at > appealtothis Author himſelf, whether he doth. 
F- - 7 not believe that the number of thoſe that fol- 
2 22 Jow their Wills more thentheir Reaſons, that - 
- 3} are blinded with intereſt,prejudice or paſſion, 
h 2 that are wanting in qualifications neceſſary to. 
I *3 inform themſelves in matters of Reljgion, or - 
of 223 that are capable of being deceived by ſome one 
at or. all of theſe cauſes, or elſe by the weakneſs 


1- 3 of their underftanding does far. exceed the 


s XX number of thoſe that are wiſe, ſober and lear= 
ie $$ ned? If he muſt afhrm that he doth believe it, 
Ir *# why. then would he haye eyery man left to be 
g #2 guided by his own Reaſon > Which i5 the belt 
8 3 way to prevegt Herefies, for the. Magiſtrates. 
Ob: : y to. 
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to: let their Subjefs follow their own wills 
and paſſions, &c. ( the greateſt part ef which. 
they mult know will thereby be expo- 
ſed to irreligion and Atheiſm as well as. all 
kind of herefiz and debauchery ) or elſe to re- 
train them by moderate penalties within the 
pale and limits of the beſt and moſt- Chriſtian 
Church in the world > 

But ( ſaith our Author ) it is no great mat- 
ter for falling into kerefies by the weakneſs of . 
their underſtanding, 

For ( ſaith he pag, 4. ) © They are neither 

©« hurtful ro themſelves nor others, 

But hold (Sir, I beſeech y ou) I had always 
thought that wilful ignorance had been fo far 
from excufing a fault that it made jt much 
greater.ſo that the weakneſs of the underſtand-. 
Ing, if it might haye been remedied by our in- 
duſtry and humility, willin ne wiſe excuſe us 
for herefie : Niy, I allo thought that ſuppo- 
fing our ignorance that leads into any crime 
was invincible, and therefore the fin might 
not be damnable tous, yet it might chance *% 
to be ( as this of hereſie eſpecially w very 
hurtful, nay damnable to others by leading 
them into it after our example, for which they 
could have no excuſe but their own folly, Fact 

I always therefore thought it a very great Wh 
duty in a Gentleman to abſtain from commen Fi 
and ſcandalous vices, not onely for fear of his. i 
own danger, but for fear of endangering 0- 

ther. 
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ther men, who I know are more led by the 
examplcs of the Nobility and Gentry, then by 
the Preceprts of the Clergy though th:y ſhould- 


ſpeak like Gods, or live ike Angels, There: 


2} being then ſo much danger from hereſies, it 
*2 bchoverh all perſons ſeriouſly to confider whes- 
$; 


Z ther their weakneſs of underſtanding ( by- 
A which they are led into errours, and by which 
-2x this Gentleman would excuſe all herefics) does 
not proceed from their own wills; and whether 
-Fthey are not ignorant, becauſz they will not be 


= 
2& better inform*d; For if their errours and weak. 
neſs do procced from their obſtinate, perverſe, 

"Zand contumacious reſiſtance of authority, this 
*Eurns-even the leaſt of errours into the moſt. 
'damnable and worſt of herefies, And this I 


. * heartily refer to the ſerious conlideratian .of 


* all thoſe that ſeperate from the Church of 
England, as they tender the publick peace,.and 
welfare of the Nation, or the eternal ſafety of. 
heir own or other mens ſouls , that they ex- 


 $#mine themſelves impartially whether ever 


x 


SE 


*Fhey did inform themſelves concerning that. 


250 
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Zwwhich they diſlike in the Church; and if they, 
2 id not, let them do it ſpeedily, and fincerely, 
S2F or otherwiſe they will be guilty of ſpeaking 
WF vil of thoſe things which they underſtand not, 
#28nd of wilful Schiſm and Hereſie. 

* As for that which our Author ſaith, That 


is. {F* to relic uzon the Church: was to add perpe=- 


1c 


3 tuity and univerſality to our Errours, 


It is nothing at all to ts of the Church of 
E*gland; fince I amfſure the worſt of ker E 
nemies cannot accuſe her of enjuyning the be- 
 lief of any-Errour. If they can, I:rt them do 
tr, and I will' promiſe them if it canaot be an. 
fered fully and ſatisf1Rorily to any nnpreju- 

diced judgment, I my ſelf will give them pub. 
' lick thanks for their information. If thiey 
eannot accuſe her of any*Errour in all her Do. 
. rine, certainly it muſt be a plece of the 
greateſt fIly ( not to ſay contumacy) to 
continue in a wilful breach of her Commus. 
nion. 


+. 


The Szcond ObjeFion which he endeavours 
to hit off, is, | 
6 The frailty, uncertainty and diſpropor- 


« tion of Divine Truths to our underſtand- 

has, OG, 4g 53%. ; 

T ſhall nor quarrel with him as. to the main 
of his Anſwer to this Objetion : but I can- 
not agree with him in ſaying as he doth, 
© That every mans foul hath in it ſelf ſo muck 


1 © light as is requiſite for our travel towards 


* Heaven, Pag. 5. For this I apprehend ro 
be downeright Pelagianiſm, an Herefie long 
ſince condemned by Saiat A'gyſtize, and the 
concurring Votes of the whale Church ; or if 
It be. not Pelegianiſm, ſureTam ir is a much 
worſe Hereſie, if not the very renouncing of 
Chriſtianity. What luck the Gentleman bad 
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to excuſe the Herebe juſt inthe laſt Para 
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fince he falls inte it himſelf in this! God help 
the weakneſs of his underſtanding ! But per-' | 
haps be will tell us that he doth. not believe it 
an Herefie , notwithſtanding it is condemned. 
by the Chuxch, or contrary to the Chriſtian 
Religio1. But Sir, what would you fay if it be 
condemned by Humane Reaſon ? Surely then 
you will confeſs it an Herefie, Ttecefore that 
you may be convinced, be pleaſed te lJeok back 
bur three Pages, and you will find it direQly 
contradiQory to what that Book tells us, Peg. 2. 
1. 14. That ** to guide him in the right way: 
* one had great need of a better Guide then . 
«that which was left us by the Fall of eur 
' firſt Forefather, But what ree] (I pray 
you Sir) is there > when you your ſ{clf tell us, 
« That eyery mans Soul hath in it ſelf ſomuch, 


_ © light as is requiGre for our travel towards 


« Heaven, 

Is not this a ſufficient Example ofthe frailty 
and uncertainty of Humane Reaſon ? ſince this 
Author who is the greateſt pretender to it 
(even in that Book in which he makes it his: 
bulineſs te perſwade others to follow it and 
nothing elſe ) doth ſo readily fall into fo ap- 
parent an Herefie and contradiQion to himſelf, 
though by his Book (in which he hath ſo well 
managed ſo ill a cauſe) we muſt acknowledge 
him to have the adyantage of moſt men in 
Rrergth of Reaſon, 
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(20) 

| Is not this enough to abate our overweening: 
confidence in our own opinions, and make us 2 
letle afraid how we follow ſo uncertain a 
Guide as eur own Reaſon, which hath ſo pal- 
pably deceived our Author ? | 

This 1'do acknowledge 'to him , that by 
God's Free-grace and Mercy, concurring with: 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, every man hath 


fuſficient Light to ſhow him the way to Hea- 


ven, if he will uſe thoſe Helps which God 
kath prepared for him to that purpoſe : but 
as for his dire&ion that we muſt ſeek Trurh in 
the centre and heart of our ſelyes, if he gives 
X uriiverſally to all Men and coricerning all 
Traths ( as he ſeems to do in that he hath not 
Mall limired it ) he might as well have bid 
men fearch there for a]l the demonſtrations of 
Euctid, though they never had time, nor edu- 
cation enough to make them underſtand ſo 
much as one of the moſt ordinary operations 
m Arkthmetick, nor. one Mathematical Deh- 
nition or poſtulatum, And he had as good 
damn ſuch a man to the centre of the Earth as 
ro ſet him to ſearch for Mathematicks in the 
centre of himſelf, in which there is nothing 


\ but puts, and the moſt of men would bave ns 


pleaſant a ſearch for Divine Truths inthe cen- 
ere of themſelves, and as fure they would be 
to find itthere, as the Augurs of old were to- 
find--out future events by poring on the guts 
and parbiſh of brute beaſts, For is notihe 


(think 


W a 4 21) Ce ER 
( thiok you ) very likely to find all Dirios © 


3 
. Truths in the bottom of his hearr which aro | : 
L contain'd in the Scriptures, who is not able _ 
- for his heart to underſtand ſenſe when he reads © 
it in other Authors, nor one word of — 
Pp nuine Languages of the Sacred Writings - 
Þ WM Truly for my part, I am almoſt of the opinion 


'' WM that lince Truth lies in the bottom , our 'Ays -- 
WM thor ſhould have bid them ſearch not in the 

| centre but in the bottom of themſelvesfar it, | 

and then to be ſure (if there wasa "I 

to be found ) they mult of. neceflity ime 

| out immediately. For this had been a Fr. 

| on much more ſuitable to kis fimilirude, and © 
no [eſs beneficial to his vulgar Reader: unleſs - 
he will turn Quaker, and aflert that- 
their ſearch they ſhall immediately be Ne 
red with new Light that ſhall lead them ines 
all Truth, which when he doth he _ yeE, 
a further anſwer, 


The third Objeet. is that which he BY 
calls the moſt tragical Argument agaiuſt hingy | 
page 6. vik. 

<« That an univerſal liberty of particulag 

© mens diſcourſes would beget as many; Rev 

&« ligions as there are men, which would be 

2 oppo with the peace of all Soclay 

+5 
Whick he endeavours to ſhift, of by the 
Examples of the different *<Ses of the ance 
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Philoſophers, For (ſaith be ) © there were I |! 
© not fewer SeQs in Atbens then in amfter- ; 
> &« (em or London : and yet this variety ot opi- 

© nizons, neither begat any civil War.in G-cece, 


< neither was there auy Lnquifition, nor High» | 
&. commiſſion to prevent it, 
This Evaſion is like a great deal more of 
his Book, mcer ſuppolition. For [ believe it 
will puzzle this Gentleman to prove, that all 
theſe SeRs amongſt the Athenians did de any 
thing more then diſpute theſe things 1n the 
publick Schools-onely to exerciſe their Wits 
and improve their Reaſons, to make Truth 
| appear more apparently, and to exercile their 
young Scholars in diſputing that they might 
better know how to defend their Religion + 
As now it 1s and (I believe ) ever was in 
our Univerſities, where all or moſt of thoſe 
ueſtions are commonly diſputed in the pub- 
F lick Schools that were then argued in A- 
{ zhens; to the end that Scholars having heard 
' all Obje&ions amongſt themſelves, might be 
the more able to defend Trath when they 
came abroad inte the world : So that he that 
$ +; calls theſe Seas in Athens, may as well ſay, 
} that there are as many SeQs in Cambridge or 
k _—_ as there are Queſtions diſputed in their 
ublick Exerciſes : which would ameunt to 
; ſome thouſands every year, For as our Uni- 
7 verſities do allow or at leaſt permit all ſorts of 
{ Diſputations and Queltions freely to be de- 
! bired 
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\ - x Plato commanded all his Cirizens periet- 


bated in their Schools and. Colle es in a 
Language not underſtood amongſt the com- 
mon people, but yet would make a ſevere ex- 
ample ( as far as their power canextend ) of _ 
him that ſhould preack to the people any Halegy: g 
contrary to the Orthodox Religion.citablithed: 
in our Church and Nation, and ſhould endea- 
your to draw Parties after him ; ſo amongſt. 
the Greeks and Romans it is maſt probable 
that the Cuſtom was the ſame, For we are 
ſure, that whatever their: Diſputes were in 
their - Academies and $chools of Learning y 
they had their ſtated Ceremonies and ways of 
Worſhip as well as their particular Deities, 
which it was in no wiſe lawful for any one a- 
moengſt them to dare to contradi& in their Dife - 
courſes or Orations to the common people s 
and though this Gentleman ſo pertly faith, rhat | 
they had no Inquiſition nor High-commiſſion, 
yet Court of Judicacure they had, wherein 
they did condemn all Innovators in matrers of 
Religion , and puniſhed thoſe that were no 0+ 
rioas even with capital puniſhments. _ 

Now that I do 1ot fpeak this by meer ſup- 
polition and gueſs ( as this Author doth molt 
things. he here ſaith) I thall give yoa the te- 
fiimony of Foſephus (an Author whoſe word: 
may goas far as this Gentlemans ) who about. 
the latter end of hjs ſecond :Book againſt 4p= 
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« ly to learn his Lawy, and that they ſhould? 
& perſiſt in tbe unalterable obſervation 6 
« them : But Apollonius Molton ( ſaith the 
fame Author ) © inveigheth againſt us for not 
«recciving into our Country, Men of ſtrange. 
« Opinibns or Religion, whereas not onely we 
« but the moſt prudent of all the Greeks do 
& the ſame ; the Lacedemonians did expel all 
* ftrangers ; neither cid they permit their Ci. 
<«& tizens to travel into ſtrange Countries, fear- 
< 7ng that by both theſe ways their Laws might 
* be corrupted. Apottonins was ignorant how | 
<& matters ſtood with the Athenians ( and 
furely the Author of Humane Reaſons was much 
more jgnorant'ot them.) « who boalt their 
& City was free for all Nations z for they did 
* moſt ſeverely and without all mercy; puniſtr 
* thoſe that did but ſpeak any word againſt 
> their Gods, Þy 7-2 
But ſaith this Gentleman, *© Every one in. 
© Greece enjoyed his Opinion with morefafety- 
© and freedom then either his Goods or hix | 
«Wife, pag. 9. But if he means the publick. 
om of his Opiaions, how notorious an' 
ummer he hath told us, will be evident from 
the Examples tne ſame Foſepbus gives us in the - 
{ame place. * Socrates (faith he) was put 
<« to death by drinking Hemlock, . becauſe he - 
* was accuſed that ke corrupted young Men, 
«and contemned the Laws and Religion of 
* his Country. A4naxegoras for that he a 
a Ts _—_ 
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« the Sun (which the Athenians worſhipped 
* fora God) to be a fiery Stone, was ſentenced 


« to die. They alſo proclaimed, that whoe.. _ 
al « yer would kill "9 cy of Mclus ſhould be re. 
o Wl © warded with a Talent for his labour, onely 
1 becauſe this Diagoras was ſaid to deride their 


all MW © myſteries. Prozegores alſo kad by them been 

s I ani and put to death, had herot made a 
«c quick eſcape, onely ſor that they ſuppoſed _ 
TY bs him to have written certain doubts concer- 
*© ning the Heathen Gods, | 


w, What then would have become of our Aus 
> thor, who endeavours to excuſe Arheiſm had 
ir be lived in Atþens, and enjoyed no other lis 
:4+ Wl b<rty of Opinions then they allowed > _ 
1 W_ But left he ſhovid objeRt ay thing againſt 
"it oſephys his Teſtimony , the ſame thing is e- 


vident beyond all exceptions, by their fo 
bloudy perlecutions of the Chriſtians both a- 
mong(t the Greeks and Romans, How much 
afraid were they of all Innoyations in Reli- 
gion when the moſt cruel Tortures that the 
wit and malice of men could invent,as Rac] 
ibbets, Gridiroris, red-hot Pincers , and 
Heaing alive, were daily inflited vpon Chri- 
ians, onely becauſe they taught a new Reli. 
7100 2 Ws: OR ES | 

This was that great Freedom (as this 'Gen- 
leman calls it) that was allowed to Difſen- 
ers amongſt the ancjent Heathens. I do net 
iſh a thor, ſhou}d meet with the ſame 
aha” though 
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(26). 

though he' ſeems to be ſo much Jleaſed with jr, 

Commiſſion amongſt them. LE 
Was ever man thus cenfident to aflert thi 

thus palpably falſe, which he (and every one 

elſe) muſt know to be ſo, unleſs he knows ng- 


nd though there was no Inquiſition nor High. 


Thing of any Hiſtory > 


'T ſuppoſe this was one of thoſe Truths 


. which he ſmelt out from the bottom , wh, 


«« That this quiet and happineſs which was ep 
* Joyed four thouſand years amongſt the Hea 
*thcn, continued ſo long and ſo uninterrupted, 
« becauſe every man following the rules of his 
<c own judgment , allowed that liberty to « 
*- thers, which he found ſo neceflary for him- 
<« ſe]f, as he ſaith, pag.9. in fine. 
For the Reaſon is onely the quite contraryz 
viz. becauſe they were ſo careful to preſerve 
the Publick Unity of Religion by the exect- 
tion of the;r Laws, For | think I may juſt 
challenge our Author to jhew me (if he can) 
"= of the ancient Heathens that ever gave 
publick toleration of all Religions ; thougs 
(if he could prove it ) Chriſtians ought ngt 
to follow their Examples, becauſe we haves 
poſitive and Rated Religion givenus by Godh 
a moſt clear and infallible Revelation, whia 
our Goyerners ought to eſtabliſh and maip 
tain z ſo that whatſoever be bath ſaid to ti 
contrary» it is evident by the conſent of tk 
Whole World , that were there not Laws th 
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reſtrain particular mens publick diſcourſes , 
there would ſoon be as many Religions as 
| W there are men; and ſothe Argument remains 
"8! I as tragical as ever it did, For it appears by 


n0- By alterations in Religion were always thought * 
to be inconſiſtent with the publick peace: and 
ub cafery. 
vi As for that ſlie infinuation with which he. 
s c-Si concludes that Paragraph (pag. 10.) <** That 
TeaWM* even the Stoicks themſelves that enſlaved the - 
« Will, durſt never attempt this violence to 
< the underſtanding. | 
I would fain know of this Gentleman whe= 
ther the Church of England gees about-to en- 
ſlave any mans underſtanding > hath not every 


hat he pleaſes > All that the Church © 
"neland enjoyns us, is, that we ſhall worſhip 

od decently and orderly , and ſhall conſent 
o the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and not 
ontradi@ thoſe few Articles which ſhe hath 
given us; bur for peace ſake ſhall quietly fub- 
mit to them, and to her moſt moderate Diſci= 
line. I appeal even to this Author himfelf, 
yhether the Members of any Society in the 
orld , cither Heathen or Chriſtian bave a 


alps preater freedom of exercifing- their 'iunder- 
o Witandings then thoſe of the ch -of Exg- 
co and ? If he cannot produce me any that have; 


ben to what purpoſe doth: he talk ro Engtiſo 
B23 men 


on Bl the Votes of all Nations, that varieties and 


ne in her Communion a liberty of thinking 
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men of violence to their underſtandings > un- 

1-fs it be fortirer calumniari ut aliquid berera: 
which is a praQice 10 much below a Gentle 
man, that: ſure our Author ſhould be aſhamed 
of it, or elſe he is a ſhame to the Honourable 
1itle of an Engliſh Gentleman, 

I pray you Sir, tell me vpon your Reput 
tion what you meant, and of whom you [pak 
thoſe . things, Pag. 12,13. If you meant 
the Church ef England, I muſt tell you, that 
you do not know any thing of Her, though Sh: 

be your own Mother, | 

Dotk the Church of England teach her Fe 

- lowers to damn all that arc not of their way 
So far is She front, and ſo prodigiouſly cbz 
ritable, that She doth not exempt even thoſt 

«that die in a wi}ful ſeparation from her (unlel 
they be aQually excommunicated) frem He 

- moſt-Chriſtian Form of Burial, in which < 

-Profeſſeth to hope of their ſalvation. 

'Is.there. ay Son of the Church of Englas, 

"that believes ſome Errovrs (that are the inſe 
- parable: companions of Humane Nature) « 
exclude men from the Communjon of the pr 

ſent Church, or the hope of the-future ? 

And as for that which he ſaith, that then ws 
could not be ſo cruel: to perſecure thoſe fault 
to which God is ſomercifu}, and from whyd 

" we our ſelves are not exempr. , 

I anſwer , That our Church punifheth ©» 


+man for any Errour, unleſs it be accompanit 
"_ - Mi | 
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with contumacy and contempt of Authority, 
and does not every Society in the World do- 
he ſame > If then ke will needs call this crael- 
'Mty and Perſecution, he not onely accuſcth our 
hurch, but all the Nations of the World of: 
hoſe hard words, | | 
He might (I think) well: have ſpared. all 
that Diſcourſe (f: om Pag.1 0,to the 4.) abour 
Wrhe cauſes of ſo much bloudſhed fince the Re-_ 
Wtformation, unleſs he intended to make the Ree: _ 
formation guilty of all the bloud ſhcd ever 
Wihnce it firſt-began, However, ſure am, he; 
cannot lay-it at the door of our Church, ſince: 
here is-rone of her true Sons that ever was ſo. 
Wrnad to be guilty of any of thoſe Canſes which 


"Whe gives of it. 


- As for his confident Afﬀertien with which he: 
concludes that Seion, it is much more ap= 
"Mplicable to the Papiſts and Fanaticks, then ro 
Wtherruly Ref rmed., For there are no men 11-1 
ving that ſo much rie Infallibility to-what th:y+ . 
think Truth,and Damnation towhat they think. 
Errours, as they do at Rome-and Geneva, and. 
ſuch:amongſt us, who have liſted themſelves. 
under their Banners, 

As for his peaceable DoQrine he ſo much 
boafts-of, -Pag,1 t,12. vt. 

&« That every. man ſhould be ſuffered quiet- 

« lyito enjoy-his own Opinion ; and his own 

«« Opinion. is this, that he. ſhould ſuffer os 


< thers to do the ſame. . 
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As to the firſt part of it; I anſwer it is 
granted him, 
For there is no Society in the World that 
can take notice of matters.of meer opinlon; 


bur when thoſe Opinions break out jato pras 
' Rice, ſo as to diſturb the publick peace, or at 


leaſt te endanger a diſturbance, when men 
make uſe of them to draw Parties after them, 
and to make Fattions in a Nation, then thoſe 
Governours muſt be blind that will not ſee to 
ſuppreſs them. . Andthis is not puniihing men 
for their Opinions,but their Praftices in dirul. 
ging and propagating thoſe Opinions which 
are contrary to the Laws and publick ſafety, 
As for the ſecond Part of it, that every 
man ſhould have that Opinion implanted in 
bim to ſuffer all others to enjoy their Opi- 


. NIOAS. 


I anſwer, Firſt, That it is almoſt- impoſlible 
to ſuppoſe this to be, or that it ever can be the 
Opinion of every man, For if men do fin- 
cerely believe that their Opinion isthe Truth, 
and neceflaryto Happineſs, then they muſt al- 
{o think themſelves bound to propagate it'to 
all others, 

But Secondly, Could we ſuppoſe this Opi- 
njon to be in every man, yet this would not 
maintain the Peace of a Nation, if there were 
no Laws, to reſtrain men from being led by 
their Paſſions and Intereſt to a& contrary to 
:?neir Opinions, For I appeal ta themſelves to 

£ know. 


 monftrate afterwards, 


k 1ow whether the Papiſts and Presbyterians 


do not a& contrary to their own Principles in 
promoting a toleration of all Opinions} If _ 


they dare der.y it, it will. be eaſily proved a- 
gainſt them, For the Grand Furk himſe}{ doth 
not more violently perlecute the Chriſtians, . 
then both theſe do all ſuch as differ from them 
in Religion, where they have power enough to 
doit, Witneſs the Inquiſition at this day im 
Spain and Italy ;, and the pracice of the other 
Party in New-England, where the» punifh Dif 
ſenters from them evers with Capital Puniſhs 
ments. Which are. both ſo apparent to all the 
World, that they muſt bave Faces of Braſs that 
dare to deny them. _. 

And though new whilſt they are entangled. 
and reſtrain'd by the Law, they are very quiet 
and tame (like the Lion in the ner) yetler 
them but looſe and they will ſoon ſhew their- 
natural inclinations and fall to their 01d wot: 
of tearing and devouring all others that ſtand 
in their way. 

Thirdly, Thar it will be altogether as hard: 
a reſtraint to moſt men to be held by Law from. 
ating in Religion contrary to our Authors. 
opinion, which he would have univerſal, as it 
1s for them te be kept to an uniformity in 
Do&rine, Diſcipline and Worſhip. So that 
this Opinion without Law , is bur a rope of. 
Sand, which can never hold men together in 
Peace and Unity, Bue this I ſhall (Ithink) de: 
B 4 The 


The Fourth Objefion he would anſwer it 

this, Pag.14. | 
«That if we guide ovr ſelves wholly by 

«© our own Reaſon, we ſhall differ from our 

© ſelves as well as all others, and change 

« our Religion as often as our Habits. _ 

To which the Author anſwers, p.15, that 
« He cannot conceive that the fear of this ſcan- 
« dal obligeth us toa blind and unalterable 05 
«ſervance of thoſe Laws and Opinions, ta' 
<< which eith:r the fate of our Birth and'Ed- 
« cation, or other accidents have engaged us. .. 

Truly nor I neither ; For hath not evety 
one a Liberty either to a@ according to'the 
Laws he lives under, or elſe to ſuffer the pe-' 
nalties appointed by them, or elſe to leave that | 
place and Countrey in which thoſe Laws are in' 
force > Whar need then of any ſuck blind obe»' 
dience ? I proteſt I do net underſtand it, any 
more then I do conceive how all rtho'e Herefbes, 
Schiſms, FaQtions,and Debaucheries(to which 
every man is expo ed who guides himfelf whol-' 
ly by his own Reaſon) are onely a ſcandal (as 
this Gentl-man calls them) and not aQtualand 
damnable fins. 

Sure I am, they are ſo accounted by St. Paut 
and St. Peter in their Epiſtles, but it may be... 
this Author's Humane Reaſon doth net lead him 
to conſult the Sacred. Scriptures, * 

But this he excuſcs, p18 &c. by ſaying that; | 

*c Jr after all our induſtry and humility, it- 

| | +6 1210YO 
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« -be- our il] fortune togive away a Truth for 
«a Falſhodod, it will be at the worlt, butan: - 
« Errour by chance-medley, and will find, | 
& nay even claim mercy from God,* and des»: 
«ſerve pity from Men, | 

In avſwer to which, I ſhall ſay no more but- 
this, That there is nothing bur nv incible ig-- 
norance that can poſlibly excuſe rhe breach of 
a known Law, if the matter of ir bz neither 
impoſiible nor ſinful; and therefore where the: 
Matter is doubtful the Authority ſhould overs: 
[way us, At, 4 

For jn all doubtful Cafes the ſafer part is 
to be taken: and it'is much ſafer to err in 
obedience to.God's Vicegerents, then it is 10 
err on the contrary fide, For if we err in 
doubiful matters with authority it is but a bare 
Errour at the moſt, an&that on the-right handz 
but if we ſhould bemiſtaken, and thereby dito- 
bey our Jawful- Magiſtrates, our Errour 1s then- | 
Joined with diſobedience ro the Ordinance of ' 
God, as the Apoltle calls'every-Ordinance of 
Man, Kom.13. 1,2, and if we perfiſt in this Er- 
rour and a& according to the conſequence of it, 
we are too eaſily, "8s oe we are 2aware,hurried. 
inte thote horrid fins of Schiſam, Herefiey Sedt- 
tion and Rebellien. EO LEY 

It therefore behoveth every one that ſepa- 
rateth from eur Church, ſeriouſly to examine 
his owa Soul whether or no he doth be- 
lieve ( after he bath uſed his utmoſt induſtry. 
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in informing himlelf both from his own Rea- 
| ſon, and frem the Reaſoa of others, (eſpeci- 
a)ly of his Iwful Miniſters ) that the Church 
of England doth enjoyn him any thing thar is 
finful in ir ſelf ; and if be cannot had her guilty 
of any ſuch command, then kis leparatien can 

te no ways excuſable, 

This ] more particu/ar'y refer to the conli- 
deration of thoſe perſons, who but a year or 
two fince joyn'd in her Communion ;z and e- 
ſpecially of thoſe who communicated with her 
upon the late A& of Parliament for the con- 
victioa of Romaniſts , and yet did ſeparate 
themſelves immediately from hcr publick Con- 
gregations, and continue Rtill in their ſepara- 
Lion, 

For if it was not fin in them to receive the. 
Sacrament according ro her Rites of Admini- 
firatjon of it (which was the higheſt at of 
Communion and Conformity with ker ) could 
it be Gn in them the next day to join with ker 
in ker publick Liturgy > ſo that their own 
praQtice muſt convince them that thei's is a 
Wilfal fin, not an Errour gags mg" 

But their great Friend our Author will find 
them out an Expedient to take away that cone. 
cern from them. Alas, poor tender-confcicn- 
ced people ! Why ſhould rhey be put to touch 
their conſciences ſohard ? there is danger in 
It, it may make rkem quite ſore ſince they are 

30 tender already, Ne, ro, onely come but 
to 
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to this excellent Phyſician , and do but fee”: 
bim well, and ke will give you a Plaiſter for'” 
your tender Conſciences, that ſhall wickout a=. 
ny pain or trouble heal them immediately. 
The Receit you have, p 18, of his Book about 
the end, Fer, 

He there finds you out a way how you miy: 
be Papilts one ſevenyears, and Proetettants a- 
nother, and yet your Faith ſtil} the very ſame. 
( though [ bad thought the Rewaniſts Cre'd 
had becn direaly contrary in many things to. 
the. Proteſtants ) but it is no matter for that, 
this Gentleman hath one Panpbarmacon, that 
cures 21l- Diſcaſes whar'ozver though never ſo 
coritrary orie to another, viz. a preny-little- 
bal'amick fimilitude, and this it is, There 1s 
ſuch an identity intheir faith, as there is in the _ 
eye which changes eyery ſeven years; and if. 
their Faith be but aQuared by the ſame ſoul of 
Faith,' that is Conſcience, if they keep bur. 
their Conſciences inviolable , they may fay. 
with this very Faith, as well as . with theſe 
Eyes, I ſhall ſee my Redeemer, | 

If this Gentleman had pleas'd , he might. 
as well have ſaid, that they might be Heathens 
one ſeven years and Chriſtians another, and 
their Faith ill the ſame. For the ſame Plai- 
ſter well applied, would bave heal'd this wound 
in the conſcience as well as the other every 
Jot, 


For do but ſuppeſe that their Conſciences 
: were. 
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*'were but erroneous, they might ſti]] keep their: 
conſciences inviolable, under both theſe con» 
trary Religions ; (7. e.) they might be ſincere 
both when they w:re Chriltians and when 
Heathens; and yet can any on. think that the 
E Chriſtian Faith and the Belief of the Heathers 
| 38. the ſame Faith? Yes, (Quoth our Author ) 
# tbey are the very ſame cxactly in effe@& ; both. 
as to the H:athen and the Chriſtian { let kim 
change as often as he will ) fo he kcep h1s con- 
ſcience but inviolable, he ſhall go as ſaf: to 
Heaven as thoſe poer ignorant well- meaning: 
Martyrs that ſacrificed their lives, rather then 
thy would admit of the Jeaſt appearance of; 
any change in their Religion, . Pity it is this 
Gentleman was not living ſome 1500 years a=. - 
gone , what abundance of good Men might 
have been ſaved by this his Plaiſter , which 
| for want of jt bled to death. Pe 2 
For our Author could haye told them, as 
long as their mind and intentions had been, 
bur to have ſtil} continued Chriftians ; .or if 
they had been miſtaken in their judgments, and 
18 kad thought they might have done it, they had 
$18 beenas good Chriſtians, and as happy as any 
Bi& Martyr ofthem all, though they had ſacrificed 
| to the Devil himſelf, For that ſtill if a;mans 
; Conſcience be erron: ons , he may poſliþly, all 
LY. this while a according to his conſcience, and. 
4 ſo k:ep his conſcience in! inviolable. 
But (1 pray you Sir ) de you believe your 
OWN 
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own Do&rine> Can you think that an erro- | 
reous conſcience ſhall excuſe all crimes whar.: 
ſoever? then I aJure you I thould be very loth-- 
to truſt my life in your fands, For you might 
thiovk your ſe]f a rery good Chriſtian, and yer 
cut my throat, For according. to your Argue 
ment a man may murder his Prince or his Fa=: 
ther, it his errencovs conſcience tell hinz het 
may do it_.( as I thall afterwards prove it: 
may ) and yet be a very good Chriſt 'an. f 
If this be true ; ſure 'our Author hath ſaid” 
enough toawaken our Magiſtrates to take care-. 
how mens conlciencesareinform'd and taught;' 
and not to let menaloene to their own Reaſons,” 
unlels they . have a mind to have their throats 


But. an erro1cvus conſcience can in'no- caſe 
certainly excuſe,” but where the Errour-pro-- 
6ceds from fuch cauſes as the perſon could: 
10. ways help,: asin the caſe of natural Fools: 
and Mad-men, and in them it onely frees from- 
the guilt and crime in foro interns but not from? 
the puniſhment in fore externs. For we: 
have a Bedlam, aud a Whip for Mad-men_ 
and Fools , as. well as Stocks and-Priſons and” 
Gallows for Knaves and Rogues. © "2X 

Therefore let not our'Separatiſts think, that 
their Errours ſhall' excuſe: them before - God , 
unleſs they. think themſelyes- ſtark Fools' or 

lad-men, that it is impoſſiblefor them to be' 


better inform*d : nor that they ought _ 
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pardened before Men, For let them pretend 
© to what conſcience they will for their ations, 
W if they a& contrary to the Laws, the 
© Magiſtrate is bound *in conſciene to pu- 
nizh them, becauſe of his Oath, according to 
© the ſentence of the Law : otherwiſe ſhould- 

© mens Errours excuſe them from penalty, all 

© the crimes in the world would thereby be to- 
[i lcrated, and Chriſtianity quite deftreyed, For - 
| men that were led. into Etrours might deny 
| Chriſt, and yet need not fcar any puniſhment 
| for it, becaule they _— in it ataccerding 

to their erroneous conſciences, and ſo keep 
| their conſciences ſtill inviolable, 
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What a company of Fools are we that take I 


| pains in ſtadying to free ovr ſelves from Er- 
| reur > whereas ( if this be true which our 
'S iS Author hath here endevoured to prove ) it is. 
74 |; much more ſafe for us net te trouble eur con- 
4 1$: ſciences atall with information 1 for if we do 
#3 4 but a& according to- our conſciences ali's well 
4 1}, <ooughthough they are never lo wiltully erro- 
118: neous, 
| ons it ſeems is the new no mG6diſh way of 
; ing in Pe amonelt us, by bringing. 
' Men S oats voy, Chriſtianity, ns... | 
; all Religions indifferent , as is evident by the 
18816 Jeſuites praftiſe upon the Quakers and HeRors 
LF of. the Town, and: that general Deſign of 
URLS theirs of debauching our young Nobility and 
87 F Gentry ( wherever they can ) with a con=. 
i | tempt. 
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tempt of Religion. He that doubts of this, 
may be fully ſatisfied by a late Treariſe, call'd 
Fiat Lux, 1n Which this Defign is moſt con- 
ſ>icuous : from which 1 cannot but believe: 
this Author hath taken cke main of his Humane 
Reaſon. And indeed there can be no readier 
way poſſibly found out of bringing in the 
Romiih Religioa then this of rooting out Chri=- 
ſtianity z for as long/as the Chriſtian Princi- 
ples remain firm in mens minds, it 1s impoſſi- 
ble any ene ſhould change from the Church of, 
England to the ſo palpable Errours, Juggles, 
Phantactſm, and Idolatry of the Church of: 


But to argue with theſe Gentlemen upon” 
their own Principles, If all kinds of Religion 
are ſo indifferent to them, why then ſhould” 
they not keep clofe to that of their own Coun- 
try ? fince the conſent of all Nations ſhews 
vs that alteratiens in Religion are very dan-' 
gerous to. the publick peace and fatety of. 
any Kingdom, | p 

Now that the Deſign of this Author is the 
very ſame with that of Fig Lux will be evi- 
dent to any attentive Reader, that will but 
ſerieuſly conſider what he ſaith from p. 20, .to 
the 37. or elſe I muſt confeſs that I am molt 
grolly miſtaken. Rs 

For having foreſeen that it was poſhble for 
men by anerroneous conſcience to excuſe (ac 
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(40) 
Chriſtianity and- the denying of Chriſt bim+ 
ſelf. He aniwereth that ObjeRion. nor by re- 
canting .an opinion of fo horrid a conſequence. 
to the Chriſtian Religion, but by endeavour- 
ing to prove thar the ſame might poſſivly tol- 
T1 low, that. Men might deny Chriit by following 
"9 any other guide as, well as this of Hunane: 
i181 Reaſon. 
ME Nay, to thow theadvantage of his princt- 
WIE plc above ll others, he declaims at a meſt 
WF prodigious rate of the great charitavlenels of 
; His Opinioa , that would ſet Heaven Gates 
fo wide epen, that Turks, Jews, Heathens, nay 
; Atheiſts themſelves might *find an cntrance' 
| thereat, | 4 
= IF Now. what doth this tend to in the dire& 
* ot conſequence, .but the very ſame as that o:her- 
ET 8; Treatile before mentioned? vix, to prove that 
WY 8: Men may be ſaved by any kind of Religion 
i | 8; whatſoever. And herein the two .go:d wits 
Bj jump exaQlly ; onely this Gentleman doth a-: 
it 0+ little out-do the former, by net excludin 
! Atheiſts from the Kingdom” of Heaven : = 
' by conſequence he infinuates into the minds of 
| } f men, that as to the main end which a)l aim at, 
N; v4- Happinels, Ir is indifferent whether men 
. be Chriſtians, Jews, Turks, Heathens, or A- 
{ theifts ; that is, ina word, whether Men have 
' any Religion or none at all. F-28 
BS C{s notthis an admirable adyantage that this 
[{ & Gentleman hath aboreall others in his Humare 


014 Reſon? But 


TAI « Oh 


| , 4): PET. os - "EY ? 
Bat I ſhall not fpend time in declaiming a- 

zinſt jt, but will endeayonr throughly to 
anſwer his Reaſons for jr. He endeavours to 
prove this firſt Akertion by a particular Exa- 
mination of other Principles. | i FF EL 

The firſt Princip'e he examines, is that of 

the private Spirit, or nzw Lighr, 

This I eafily grant 1s in its dire& confe- 
quence a flat denial of the whole Goſpel : but 
thenthis is. our Authors own Opinion, For 
put but the Queſtion home to any Quaker 
what he means by the Light wisbir bim > and 
his Anſwer ſhall be either an evaſion ef the 
Queſtion by running into railing , or elſe by 
ſone .other terms ef Art amongſt them , as 
Chriſt within them, &c. or cle they muſt be 
forced ts confeſs that they mean nothing elſe 
but natural Conſcience -(i.e.) Humane Reaſon 
by all their Cant of New Light. From 
whence notking can be more evident then this, 
that ſince they make onely their natural Con- 
ſcience (or Humane Reaſon as our Author 
doth) the enely Rule of a'l their Aions, they 
are at beft bur good Heathens, Now whether 
he ſaw this conſequence of his Book or no, it- 
leems they did; For(as I am very credibly in-*? 
formed) they ſent an Agent extraordinary to- 
this Author: re give hin thanks for his Book. 
Who ( when he told their Agent that he was- 
no Friend of 'the Quakers Opinto i) was an-- 


ſwered that he had ſer a fair Rep rowards- ”Y 
or 


' for which they gave him thanks. Now 1 won- 
der that our Jews, Infidels, and Atheilts, roge« 
ther with all the debaucked perſons in Lon1on, , 
were not as Gentile as the Quakers to pay 


| their due thanks to this Author ; who hath as 
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well deſerved it from every one of them, as he 
did from thoſe his light-beaded friends and ac- 
quaintance. 

. The Second Principle he examines, is the 
Authority of Men ; particularly that of a 
Council, | | 
*« Whick (he ſaith) may as well lead men 

**to deny Chriſt,as every mans owa Reaſon, 
© And for proof of it, he inſtanceth in the 
« preat Council of the Arrians ( as he is 
$f pleaſed to callit)that condemned Athazs- 
- *© Gus and denied the Divinity of Chriſt : 
©and therefore were ne more to be called 
- " —__ » then Abrahamiſts or Devi- 
ifts. 4 
To this I fhall return no other Anſwer bur 
theſe following Queſtions. 
* T. Whether it is not probable that this 
iT ”u_ meeting of the Arriens might not rather 
called a Club of them pack'd together by the 


| 1378: command of Conſtantizs, who was wheadled 


|; Into that Party, then to be thought a General 


1318: Council rightly called and ordered > to which 
970! 21l Parties ought to be ſummoned and to be 
138 heard freely to ſpeak their ſenſe and opinions 


{6 . 2 any Debate, Which let the Authour 


prove 


Whether or no the Arrians did believe, or 


: x, 4 j 
NY 4 : 


prove (if he can) was obſerved in this Coun= © 
cl, | | 

2. Whether or no the grand controverſie 
there decreed, viz that $gmuiQ- not $rmQ- 
ſhould be pur into tne Creed, did amount to & 
denial of Chrifts Divinity > For | do not ſee. 
but that they might believe that Chriſt was 
God, though they could not determine the 
manner of his Divine Eſſence, and his proceF- 
fion from the Father; As our Church doth 
agree in the Real Preſence of Chriſt in the 
Sacrament, though we profeſs not to know the - 
manner of it, 

But however, I appeal to this Gentleman. 
himſelf, whether or no this did amount-ro a 
denial of Chrift > and defire ro know of him, 


rofeſs te believe that Abrabaw or David was. 
ent by God jato the World to wake ſatisfaQi- 
on fer the fins of mankind, and to preach the. 
Chriſtian Law to the World ; or whether they 
did deny Chriſts ſatisfaQion and the Chiiſtian 
Law? Ifthey did deny neither of theſe, then: 
they cannot be ſaid to be Abrabamiſts or De-. 
vidifts, as well as Chriſtians : neither I> it pol- 
fible for them to exalt any other Propher a- 
bove Chriſt (as he ſaita they might) it they 
did acknowledge Chciſt only, to be their Law- 
giver and Redeemer. : E 
As ſor the } Council of Nice » that eſta- 


bliſhed the Werſhipping of lmages a it Alla 


| alfo he enquired , Whether that was a hwful 
General Ceuneil, or onely a Conventicle of 
| the Popes, Creatures ? And whether (as they 
had finceto Trent) the Holy Ghoſt-was not ſent 
them from Rome in a Cloak- bag by which they 
governed all their TranſaRions ? 

If fo, then it was no General Council : and 
therefore mak-s nothing againſt the Authority 
of a General Council rightly called and quali- | 
fied ; which may with good Reaſon be ſuppo- 
ſed te be guidedin all their Santions by Gods 
holy, blefled, all-wiſe, and immaculate Spi- 
ritk. \ y 

But Secondly, If we co14 ſuppofe that this 
| Was a Iawful General Council, yet if this Gene 
} theman would but conſult the Records of it; 
| and not onely invent notfons ef it from his own' 
| phantaſfie ; > ſhould find by the. Reaſons that 

iS | arc there given for the uſe of Images in the 
= 8 Worſhip of God, and by the particular Images 

Wi Which they decreed to be fer up, wiz, no other 

7 88; bot of Chriſt, the Firgis Mary, the Apoſtles ad 
4. # Chriſtian Saints and Martyrs, that it was not 
(91880 poſſible forth-m to have fallen into-a denial of 

188 Chriſtianity thereby. wv © 

Nay, ſo far were they from it, that the 
main Reafon that is given for the uſe of Images 
18, that they might :e as Books to the ignorant. 
4 to inftru&t them in the main Articles of the 

W104} Chriſtian Religion; and might encourage them 
$611 & | to ſuffer Martyrdom for it, by the fo many Ex- 
8 Þ amples 
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| lead men to a denial of Chriſt, as every mans 


England, of theſe Counci's-of 4Ariminum , and 


2mples of thoſe that had rue before them z. 
which they daily beheld and adored. __— 
But it may be our Author thinks it'enough 
for him with his grateful friends the Quakers . 
to conſult the Light within him, and to throw 
away all books but his own, 
Now by what [ have ſaid in anſwer to. this * 
Author, it is evident that it is ſo far from be- 
ing true, that General Councils may equally 


private reaſon, that this Author is.not able to 
inſtance in any one General Council or any ' 
thing like a General Council) that ever gave 
the world ſo much as a poflibility of it in any 
of their Canens and Decrees, Whereas all the 
Apoſtates thatever were in the world, had” 
ſome reaſon or other which they followed, or 
elſe ſomething that they thought a Reaſon, for 
deſerting Chriſtianity. So unſafe and dange-. 
rous is it to follow our own Reaſons (which are 
locafily and damnably miſtaken) in oppolition 
to the Univerſal Chyrch. | 
But what doth he tell us of the Church of 


the 3 of Nice ? For theſe were never acknowe 

| f 
ledged to be General Councils of any Son © 
eur Church. Lethim (if he can). muy the 
four firft General Councils(according rowhich 
our Reformation was carried on) with the 
leaſt of Errours. Which, if he cannot 


then thoſe Councils muſt remain a ſafer _— 
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for us and all men, then every mans particular 
Reaſon, 


The third Principle he examines, is the Tra- 
dition of the former and preſent Ages. 

To this our Author ſaith, That **what thoſe 
© Traditions were of the former, or what 
© are the Commands of the preſent Church, 
« are no ways to be known but by truſting 
& ſome number of men preſent, which is 


© not without the poſſibility of being mil» 


« ouided, Os. 
Bur whac then ? Is not the ſame difficulty 
applicable to all Hiſtory whatſoever > and 
yet he that will give an account of former 
Times, muſt not invent it out of his own Hu» 


it, 
But then (ſaith this Gentleman) this is to 


fall into that opinion you condemn in me. No 
ſurely, no man is ſo fooliſh to condemn 


the uſe of our own Reſon in reading Hi- 
ſtory ſo far as to judge of the true meaning 
of the words : all that can be condemned by 
any man of common ſenſe (is that which 1 
apprekend our Author would wheadle into 0- 
ther men,though he cannot be ſ@ much a fool to 


fallow it himſelf) vix. the relying on our na- 


ked reaſon ſo far as to exclude other more ne- 
ceſſary helps, eſpecially in ſuch matters 94 
theſe of Hiſtory ) concerning which Reaſon 

| alone 


mane Reaſon, but muſt conſult Hiſtorians for 
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alone can be no competent Judge. 

But yet this Gentleman is fo confident poſi. 
tively to affirm, peg.26, that © They that build 
« their Faith upon paſt or preſent Ages, are 
* in much greater danger of being drawn from 
© the Chriſtian Faith, then thoſe who remit 
«the judgment of theſe things wholly to their 
* own Reaſon. Whereas if he had conſidered 
things aright, he muſt needs have ſeen that the 
main cauſe why our Reaſon will diQate to us 
that Chriſtianity is the true Religion, mult be 
from the conſtant Tradition of the former Ages 
of the Church. For from hence it is that we be= 
lieve the Goſpel to be the Writings ef the A- 
mes from hence it is that we believe the 

iſtorical part of it, and by conſequence from 
hence it muſt proceed that we believe the Do- 
rines contained in it. ; : 

But let us hear his Reaſon for this bold Aſer- ' 
tion, it is nothing elſe but this, thar © Therc 
*hath been the Authority of an hundred to 
* one againſt Chriſtianity, and that backed 
© with the Univerſal Agreemenr of three thou- 
* {and years before.Certainly it is not poſlible - 
for. him to believe that this is any thing of a ſ2- 
tisfaQory Argument, For did ever any body 
reckon the Tradition of the Heathens and Jews : 
for theground of the Chriſtian Faith.z Does 
he not know that by Tradition every Chriſtian 
(that knows what he ſaith) means the Tradi- 


tion of the Church of Chriſt} Cantbis —_ 
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'* any Reaſon againlt it, that the Heathens and 
Jews did not aflertit? ,, Lo 

I am alrogether of his Opinion, that Rea- 
ſon will demonſtrate the Chriſtian above any 
other Riligion ; but ſill the Authority of the 
Chriſtian Church , together with the Goſpel 
muſt acquaint us what Chriſtianity, is, other» 
" wiſe meer Reaſon could never know it. So 
that let Reaſon alone, though it be never {6 


well followed with conſtancy, diligence, and 


ſobriety, it can demonſtrate nothing of Chrls 
Kianity if it is not backed with the Aurhority 
of the Church. . oY 

Now I appeal to the Author himſelf ro know 
how-it is poſſible that the Univerſal Tradition 
of the Chriſtian Church ſhould Jead us inte 


ſuch Errours,as ſhould cauſe us to deny Chriſt? | 


Was there ever any Age of Chriſtians which 
did generally fall into the denial .of Chriſt ? 


How could they then be called Chriſtians 


who renounced the very effence of Chriſtia 
mity ? | >, © 
. Now becauſe this Author hath not rold us 
what Helps and Dire@ions a Chriſtian muſt 
make uſe of to inform his Reaſon in matters of 
Religion, I ſhalllay him down ſuch.a Rule as 
can never fail him in his main. end, his future 
happineſs ; unleſs he be falſe to bjis'Rule, The 
Rule in general is this: * - F 


The 
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The Scriptures rightly interpreted, 

To the interpretation of which, is neceſ- 
fary a due meditation ard apprehenſion of the 
fcope and coherence 'of the words, with a 
knowledge of the Original Languages and the 
peculiar Idioms of them, rogether with the 
knowledge of the Cuſtons of thoſe times and 
places in which thoſe things were done, ſpe- 
ken and written ; which makes all Judaick 
and Ecclefiaſtical Authors, eſpecially Hiftori- 
ans to be very requilite: eſpecially as to the 
underſtanding the New Teſtament. Fer man 

things are. but curſorily mentioned in the Gol. 
pel;z and therefore are beſt explained'by the 
Writings of thoſe that were converſant with 
the Apoſtles and their Succ:flors, who did 
conyerſe with them, and ſo en, which calls in 
the aſſiſtance of all Antiquity ,. eſpecially the 
ancient Fathers of the three firſt Centuries , 
and the four firſt General Councils ;. and after 
all, a ſound rational Sevl, as neccflary to lay 

theſe together where they agree, and to judge * 
which is moſt to be rched on where they dif- 
fer, and to draw well grounded conſequences 
from them, together with the Divine affiſtance 
concurring with all theſe means : ſo thar the 
common people that have not theſe advan- 
tages ( though they may bave as. good and 
ſound rational Faculticsas the greateſt Scho- 
lars, arid can exerciſe them as judiciovſly in 
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ence rightly 'to inform themſelves ) are no 
more fit to interpret Scripture, then they are 
to Comment on Euclid er ArchimeJes. For 
that they have not thoſe helps which are ne. 
:ceflary for ſuch a Work. | 
But what then muſt they do? they mull 
uſe the beſt meains that God hath given them, 
(z.e.)the DireQions of the Church, and of thoſe 
Perſons whom the Church hath by Gods 
Commiſſion ordained over them to be their 
Guides and Inſtruters. | 
And though perhaps by their Guides un- 
$kilfulneſs, or the corruption cf the Church 
my are members of, (though this laſt cannod 
be ſuppoſed inthe Church of England, becaulc 
It is free from all corruption in DoErine) 
they may be led into Errours ; yet ſince they 
have made uſe of the beſt means God hath gþ 
ven them, he doth not require impoſſibilities at 
their hands ; and therefore will not impute 
thoſe Errours to their Faults, which he hath 
never given them power to help. 
Whereas on the contrary, if every ene of 
"the common people muſt be left wholly to 
the guidance of his own Reafon, they mult 
neceflarily run into as many Religions as there 
are men, and worſhip a ſeveral] Deity , not 
onely every day of the week, but cyery hour 
of the day : and by thinking themſelves as 
'w.ſeas their Teachers,come to deſpiſe and con- 
temn them, and to trample under foot all _— 
er 


are no 


&y are 
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der and Decency, to ſcorn. the Laws of their 
Magiſtrates; and in a word, to run themſcives 
into all confufion, danger, and wickednels, 

This ſome mean ſee weil enough to be the 
natural conſequence of this Opinion; and 
therefore they whe have a mind to make civis 
fions amongſt us , do nothing elſe but cry up 
Conſcience aud every mans own Realon, For 
if they can but thus ſeparate the Sheep from 
the Shepherds, they will ſoon make them ſtray 
ſo far till they gerthcm into their own Pound, 

Theſe are the mighty advantages that the 
moſt of men would obtain by following no o- 
ther Guide but their owa Reaſon, 


The next advantage ef his Opinion, 15 the 
great charitableneſs of it, vixg. That | 

« It ſets the Gare of Heaven ſo wide open, 

« that all perſons whatſoever may enter, 

This is Charity indecd with a Witneſs; 
to 61] Heaven like Nogh's Ark with all ſorts of 
Beaſts both cleanand unclear, : 

But I am afraid there's ſomething elſe in the 
caſe beſides altogether Charity, that prompts 
the Auther to this opinion ;' be tells us fo 
himſelf, and therefore we may believe him, 
that the humble confideration of his own weak- 
neſs was | another ſtrong, motive to hiw. It 
ſeems the Gentleman begins to think , that if 
there be no entrance into Heaven for Jews, 


Turks, Heathens, and Arheifts , he bimſelf 
| Ch hall 
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ſhall ſcarce eyer come there, 

As for his Opinion ; that all theſcare in an 
equal poſſibility if ſalvation with the unet. 
ring Chriſtian : certainly never any man that 
called himſc }f by that name, did ever go about 
to defend it before this Author ; eſpecially a 
to the Jatter ot them, the Arheiſt, However 
I wi lgive his cauſe a tair hearing according 
to the Chriſtian Law, and leave it to the 
Readers to give in the Verdidt. 

As for the Jews and Heathens : thovgh I 
dare nor ſay they are damned, becauſe I do not 
know what allowance God ( of his mercy 
through Chriſts ſatisfaQion for the fins of the 
whole World ) may make for thoſe inſupera- 
ble prejudices that they labour under, yet cer= 
rainly they can never be in an equal capacity 
of ſalvation with the unerring Chriſtian, 

Firſt, Becauſe the Heathers have no certain 
Guide, onely a probable Rule to walk by, that 
mult lead them to Happineſs. 

Secondly, Both Jews and Heathens want 
thoſe Divine and excellent Examples, and 
thoſe infinite obligations which Chriſtianity 
affords us to bind us to our Duty. 

Thirdly, They want the ccrtainty and clear 
revelation of eternal rewards and puniſhments 
to affrightand perſwade them to their duty,and 
_ to baffle all temptations that they might meet 
with to draw them from it. Forthere is no 
Religion in the whole werkd that doth ſo clears 


ly 
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ly ard certainly diſcover a future Immortality 

as this which our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt hath g1t- 
yen us. For he hath brought Life and Im-. 
mortality to light through the Goſpel. He 
then that conſiders the weer reaſon of the thing, 
can never conclude that they are jn an equal 
poſſibility ot ſalvation wath- the Chriſtian ;; 
much leſs with the uncrring Chriſtian as our 
Author hath ſaid ; becauſe they want "thoſe 
helps which Chriſtians have, I ſhall rot fur- 
thcr examine this by my ow .reaſun, but had 
rather ( as becomes a Chriſtian that uleth 
ſonetimes ts conſult the Scripture as well as 
Humane Reaſon) to leave them to the judg- 
ment of God, and to acquicſce in the determi- 
nation of Sr, Paul, Rom. ?, v. 13. to the 17, 
where he ſaith (Ithink as plainly as words can 


| expreſs). that they ſhall be whol:y condemned 


or acquitted by their own conſcience, For they: . 
that have no Law are a Law unto themſelves, 


 e#c.their conſciences bearing witneſs and their 


rs 25 in the mean while accufing or ele 
ExCu . one another, In the: day when God _ 


ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt. 


But whatever may become of them, ſure [ 
am that we that have had a!l the adyantages 
that can poſſibly be given to men to make us 


geod Chriſtians, (being broughr up from our 
cradles inthe beſt conſtitured ChriſtianChurch 


in the World ) if we ſhould Apoſta'ize , can 
hive vo hope of ſalvation 


remaining for Us. . 
C3 . For 


d, 
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For if we will believe S Peter Aﬀv 4. v. 11, 
12. There k no other Name given amongſt men by 
wich we ean be ſaved, For if it hold againſt 
any, it muſt againſt us, who have been baptized 
into that Name, 

For St, Paul tclls us, Heb.1o. from veyſ. 26. 
to the 30. That if we fin wilfully after we have 
received the knowledge of the Truth, there remains 
78 more [acrifice for fin, but a fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation that ſhall devour 
the advir(ary. And that the Apoſtle there 

means that particular ſin of Apoſtacy 1s evi- 
- deat from the following words, He that de- 
ſhiſed Moſes b%* Law died without mercy » of 


be thought worthy who hath trodden under foos the 
Son of Gee, and hath counted the Bloud of ht 
Covenant, wherewith be was ſarfified » an unho- 
ly thing, and bath doxe defpite unto the Spiritof 
grace * 

Now let every one that calls himſelf Chri- 
ftian, chooſe whether he will believe the Apo- 
189} files or this Gentleman. 


Fi For having propoſed the Queſtion in thefe 
410 0 words, \ 
| «* What then, thall we believe Turks, Jews, 
* Heathens and Athciſts inanequal poſſibi- 
* lity of lalyation with the unerring Chri- 
«© {tian 2? , He 


how much ſerer puniſhmers (think you): ſhell be - 


rantages, 
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He no where denies it, but endeavours all 


Mthat ever he can to defend it; as in his fol- 


lewing diſcourſe, 
& Becauſe there are a thouſand accidents 


* that hinder the greateſt part of the World. 

«from a fair propoſal of the Principles of 

© Chriſtianity ; therefore ſo ſmall a part of 

© mankind hath ſabmitted ta the Chriſtian 

« Faith, 

What then ? therefore they may be ſaved. 
Na; for this doth not directly follow ; for 
God hath no where proniſ:d that he will ac= 
cept of Chriſts Merits for them, nor apply 
them te them ; and we cannot but know thar 
fince they are left to the ſentence of their own 
conſcience, there are few men whoſe conſcien- 
ces will not condemn them of groſs and wil-- 
f.l fins 3 and therefore fhall rather accuſe them 
then excuſe. them in the day of the Lord Je- 
ſus, $0 that here is but a ſmall probability - 
left of the ſalvation of moſt of them, even by-- 
this Authors own Reaſon which he gives us 
(Pag. 33.) becauſe they have deſerted them=- - 
Ss that is, their own Reaſon as well as 

ApS: Ep 
But however the diſadvantages they labour. 
under , may in a great'part excuſe them that 
are without 3 there can be no excuſ2 to thoſe. 
that are within (i,e.) to us here in _ 
land , who labour under none of tbeir diſad- 
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| , (36) ; 
And if the Apoſtate amongſt us can have 

ro excuſ2, then ſurely the Atheiſt much ek, 
For he cannot plcad that he did not know God. 
For he can turn his eyes no where , but he 
beholds ſomething or other whoſe frame isſo 
admirable, that it proclaims its Authorgo be 
infinitely wiſe and powerful ; For the Heavens 
declare the glory of Go1, and tbe Firmamen 
ſhews his handy-wo 4 And that Argument of 
LaFantlus is imyoſlible to be anſwered, vit, 
( de Falſ Rel lib. 1.c, 2.) © No man canbe 
* ſo rude and brutiſh, but when he looks up 
*« into Heaven, muſt neceſſarily know that thete 
« js a Divine Providence which goyerns it, 
© and did at firſt create it, from the immenſe - 
* Greatneſs, the conſtant Motion, the All-wiſf ' 

* « Order, the never-failing Conſtancy, the ne- 
« yer enough admired Benefits, and the 
* amazing beauty of the things he beholds, 

HH © Forit cannot poſſibly be, but that which 

SHR <« ſhews an admirable wiſdom in its contri- 

ut << vance, ſhould dewonſtrate a greater wiſdom 

& in him who made it. | 
So that no man that hath any eyes in his head, 

1 or any ſenſe of the frame of his own body, or 

; w_ cenfideration ef that Principle by which it 

Nj ats,can have any poſſible excuſe for his ignv- 
1K rance of the b:ing of a God, 
For what he ſaith further in excuſe for the 

'& Atheiſt, p,36, It mav alleviate the crime of an 

1E Infide!, but it can avate nothing of the yo 

I p 
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of an Atheiſt, For he cannot pretend that 
Gol he never heard of God, For the Heavens and 
1 the Eatth dodaily proclaimhim. Neither can 
by he pretend that he cannot bring his conſcience 
oh to aſſent to it, fince it is the natural diate of 
5 all mankind. But let ow Author pretend what 
Vell & he can to the contrary,- he that will believe 
wor the Apoltle St, Paul, Rom. 1. v. 19, 2-. mult be 
& fully lati-fied asto this point, that there can be 
5 no excuſe for Atheiſts. Becauſe that which 
4 | may be known of God is mani'eſt in them; 
tefs || for God bath thewn-it 10 them, © For the in- 
” vitble things of him are clearly ſeen from 
Wy the Crertion of the world by the things thar 
E- 4 ai© made, even his eternal Power and God- 
F | head. From whence the Apoſtle concludes, fo 
43 that they are left withoot excuſe, Bur 1t is 
F ne matter with our Author what the Apoſtle 
ye ſaith, For his Guide (4. e. ) his Keaſon teils 
4 bim that Jews, Turks, Heathens, and Atheiſts 
* | re in an equal poſſibility. of ſalvation with the 
uner: ing Chriſtian. 
Now Imay appeal even tothis Author him= 
" ſelf, whether 1 have done him any wrong in 
- comparing his Book with Fiat Lux, fince 1t 1s 
| fo plainly apparent by his words, that his De-" | 
fign is ( if net the fame) much worle then | 
the Deſign of that Book, For who would have | 
gone about to defend ſuch a Queſtion ( in 2 
trat ſo exa&ly fitted for. the reading 


1 
; of the commen people ) that bad not 
: wane C's5 2_ 
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x Deſtgn to wheadle them into In indifferency 
tn all matters efReljgion, anl4 even te A- 
theiſa it ſe]f> But Ccr-ly it they have any con- 
fideration left in them , this very diſcourſe 
would be enough to make them miitrufif.1 and 
fra'f.il of ſuch a Guide which may be ſo eafily 
miſtaken as this of Humane Reaſon ; and when 
It is miſtakin, does ſo eifily lead them into 
the moſt damnable of Errours, even int» 
the contempr of all Religion, 

But row we ſee ( by this Author ) what 
kind of Animals they are who are FaQors for 
Rome and a Toteration, and by what excellent 
means they carry on their Deſign, viz. bytuſt | 
perſwading men. o Athciſm, by an indifferen- 
cy in all Religion, | 

From whence I cannot but take an occ:fion 


 toremind eur Difſenters how much they pro- 


mote Popery , and deſtroy Chriſtianity by 
Joyning With the Papiſts, and the debauchees 
of our Nation in promoting a toleration : ard 
our Goyernours that if they think of gk 
their Necks from the Roman Y oke, they mv 
then maintain the eſtabliſhed Religion of the 
Church in its true Chriſtian praRile and Pri-_ 
mitive Diſcipline, For how much Atheiſm 
and an Univerſal negleR of all Religion, hath 
encreaſed fince eur Laws have been laid to 
ſl:ep, ke muſt be {trk blind that doth not ſee! 
To our Author I ſhall onely add this, That 
Lam ſorry with all my heart that a perk 
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his parts and Reaſen ſhould give any occafroNn 
to be theught a Favourer of Atheiſm, *'Fot 
who can thiak that the is not yery much a wetl* 
willer to Atheiſts, who endeavours to prove 
that they are inan equal poſſibility of ſalva» 
tion with the unerring Chriſtian > It maybe 
he may think to ſhifr off this juſt ſuſpition of 
Atheiim by the help of his Parcnthefis, wh; 
( if there be ary ſuch ) For who canſuſpe&* | 
him to be an Atheiſt, or a Favourer «f them. 

who ſcarce ſuppoletk that there can'be any 
ſuch men as Atheiſts in the world > But we 

know every Animal will moſt ſtrive to defend | 
that part which is ſore , and will winch and 

kick when any thing comes near It, 


The Fifth ObjeF. which our Author would 
ſhake off, is that of Schiſm. «4 Which (faith: 
« he) is the ordinary railing word in all 
©« Controverſies and aflander, Cc. | 
Is there then ( good Sir ) no ſuch thing as 
Schiſm , becaule that word is often abuſed 
and miſapplied ; you might (if yoa had pleat'd) 
as well have ſaid there 1s no ſuch thing as Kit-- 
mane Reaſon, . becauſe your Book: hath abuſed 
and miſapplied thoſe words to. countenance 
your Errours. | To 
Are all $chiſmaricks to be excuſed, becauſe 
ſome have been flander'd with that Title ? As 
well may all Thieves and Murderers be excu=-- 
ſed; becauſe ſome have been ſlandered ave 
falſly accyſcd of thoſe Crimes: a5s 
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It will be then neceflary to know who Schil- 
maticks are ; and the danger they run the n- 
ſelves and draw oth:rs inte; and then we ſhall 
ſee what an abſolute neceſſity there *s to put 
a top to them, botk for their own geo and the 
good of the Church, 

The Firſt this Gentleman tells us himſelf, 
p. 37. ©* They are truly guilty of Schiſm ( the 
« word it ſelf bearing witneſs againſt them ) 
* who break the precious Unity of the Chri- 
« tian Church. 

They therefore that break the Unity of the 
Chriſtian Church either by enjoyning new Ar- 
ticles of Faith, or things ſinful in their praiſe 
contrary to the Pofrine and Pra&iſe of the 
Univerſal Church in its Primitive purity , are 

uilty of Schiſm, as the Romaniſts are, who 
4 amongſt the reſt which are many more) en- 
Joyn the Belcifof Tranſubftantiation as an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, which was never heard of in 
the Chriſtian Church for many hundred years, 
and the worſhipping the Hoſt as the conſe- 
quence of that DoQrine, together with Prayers 
to Saints, and the half Communion, &'c. which 
are practices ne leſs finful and novel then the 
former Doarine. 

Secondly, They are Schiſmaticks who ſepa- 
rate from that particular Chriſtian Church into 
which they were baptized, when it commands 
nothing that is ſinful in it ſelf , as all thoſe are 
who ſcparate from the Church of Exgland- 

| 5 Fox 


" Schilm, . unleſs they can prove ( which I cbal« 


' moſt eyident, becaule it is a breach of all thoſe 


lar Names and Perſons in oppoſition to the 
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For they can. never excuſe themſelves from 


lenge them to do if they can ) that our Church 
enjoyns them any thing that is a ſin. but neither 
would this excule them from communicating 
with her in things lawful that are commanded 
by both their temporal as well as their ſpiritual 
Governours, | . 

Now that Schiſm is 2 very heinovs fin. is 


commands of the Goſpe] that enjoyn us 
Peace and Unity, then which I ſcarce know. 
any more frequently repeated in the New Te. 
ſtament : and it will be moſt evident from the 
words of St. Pgul, 1 Cor, 3. 4. For there the 
Apoltle ſaith, that Schiſmaticks are carnal : 
For (faith he) while one ſaith, I am of 
Paul, another I am of Apolles , are ye not 
carnal > By which interrogation he doth moſt 
ſtrongly affirm ir, an4 make themſelves the 
Judges in that Caſe againſt themſelves. Frend 
whence we may thus argue, That it the Apor 
ile ſaith, that the Corinthians were carnal for 
dividing-themſelves into Fa&ions, and efpou+- 
fing particular Names and Parties (though 
they choſe no other perſons then himſelf and 
Cephas, and Apollo ) then thoſe that divide 
the Church into Parties, and eſpouſe particu- 


Church of God, into: which they were bapti-. 


zed, and ſet up a Chuck, within a C_—_ 
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particular ways of- publick worſhip contra> 
diory to thoſe that are enjoyn'd by that . 
Church, of which they are Members ( without 
any juſt cauſe of ſeparation from her ) are 
o1lty of carnality by the judgment of the As 
polile St. Paul, whatſoever their pretenfions 
are-of piety in themſelves, or of powerfulneſs 
| and godlineſs in their Teachers, And the great- 
$ ncſs of th- fin of thefe perſons doth appear in 
$ that the Avoſtle calls them carnal; fincethe ' 
$ ſame Apoltl: ( Rom g. 6, 7.) makesany ca'- 
nal {in to be mortal and dinanable, For to be 
| carnally minded is death, and the Reaſon he 
W gives ſuſhciently backs ir, for the carnal mind 
= 15 enmity againlt God, ec. 
= Nay from Reaſon it ſe}f I think that ſay- 
S808 ing of St, Cyprian (de Hnir. Eccleſ.) that the 
WA HW Schiſmaticks 6n is greater then the Apoſtates, 
0 may be made more then probable, For a fin 
LB is fo mch the greater by how much more mil- 
WW chicf it does to the Church of God, Now 
2108 the Schiſnatick may do more miſchief te the 
T7089 Church cf Ged by drawing qumbers of well- 
þ | meaning Chriſtiavs after him, *then the Apo- 
IST fate can, For a'l that are fincere Chriſtians 
* Will 4void the latter, who cannot have ſuck 
I plauſible 2nd fair pretences for his renouncing 
F th: Chriſtian Religion, as the other may have 
8 for hs Diviſions. | 
WA Let me row ask this Gentleman whether 
188 Schiſm is.notking elſe bn an ordirary reli 
n= HM 


m 
* -þ 


—_—"s 
+ 


TO 007 0. | 0 WG of 


(63) 


word in all Controte:fi-s> But our Author 
will 1hift for oe, I'Je warrant hin: bis old 
Plaiſter of an erreneous conſcience wil pre. 
femly cur: his fore ; but h- values not that, 
he hatha trick worth tenof 1t : and that is this 
Aﬀlertion, vi. 


& That the Unity of the Church is not bro- 
&© ken by them whodifſer 11 Opinions 3; bur 
«© by them who will no: a!low of ſuch a 
<« difference. 

If the Author means only difference- in 
Opinions in mens own minds, that never ſhews 
itle'f by any different ation trom the Church, 
I know ro bady will o>poſe him in tis Aﬀer- 
tivny, Bur if'he means ſuch a difference of O- 
Pinions as do diſturb the publick exerciſe of 
Reljgion, by drawing others away fiom it, 
then ke muſt charge 'be Apoſtle witn Schiſm ; 
for according to this Aſf:rtion how St, Penl 
willquit himſelf f:om Schiſm, 1 cannot tell 3 
for he no wher: allows ofſach a difference in 
Opinions, but do:hwith moſt earneſt zeal, ex- 
hort againſt Diviſions, and condemns them-- 
and their Authors as the moſt dangerous 
crimes and perſons: and yet who wou'd ever 
have thought the Apoſtle a Schiſmartick? It s 
a little to be admired that St, Paul ſhould ſo 
paſſionately exhorr us to fever and wnity, and 
yet thar he himſelf ſhould brrak the Unity of 
the Church, Again, this Afﬀertion is _ en 


(64) 
ther new and ſenſleſs, and juſt fuch another ag 
this, Thar, En : 

The Unity of a Family 15s not broken by the 
malepertneſs and ebſtinacy of thoſe Servants 
and Children, that will not obey and ſubmit 
to the Orders in it, but will ſer up Orders for 
| themſelves; no, by no means but onely by the 
pride a'1d peeviſhneſs of the Maſter of the ba- 
mily, whe will force them to obſerve his Or- 
ders, and will not let them alone to do what 
' they pleaſe. 

For the future therefore, Jet Governours of. 
Societies and Maſters of Families learn of this 
Author to give all their Subjetts and Servants 
' a free toleration to follow their, own inven=- 
tions , leſt they be guilty of breaking the pre- 
cious unity of their Societies and Families, 

Would it not be a brave world would they 
all bur follew this adyice? Oh what an ad- 
mirable peace and harmony would then bleſs 
us! 

Yet this 1s the natural conſequence of this 
Gentlemans DeQtrine, For however he talks 
onely of a liberty of Opinions, this is but a 


= 18 copy of kis countenance; for it is a liberty of 


praQtice according to tho'e Opinions that be 


I pleads for;as moſt manifeſtly appears by his fol- 
| lowing Diſcourſe, For thus he argues, p. 37. 
&« Who knows whether that God who 

*© liked beſt that no mans body ſhould have 

&« the ſame complexion, &'c. may not _ 

we 


et ER Mr... AN”: 0... 


(65) 

© well be pleaſed with varlety in his worſhip: 

«© and adoration ? 229 
 T anſwer, Every body knows it that knows 
any thing of the-Chrittian Religion. Since' 
we know that the Apoſtle prays that we may: ' 
th glerifie God with one heart » and with one. 
mouth, ( Rom, 15.6, ) we muſt know that: it; 
is Gods will that ſuck an Unity ſhould be 
preſerved in his Worſhip. Since the Apoſile 
beſzeches as well as commands us to keep the 

Wnity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, (Epbeſ, 
wo and to walk by the ſame Rule, and to 
mind the ſame things, (Phil.3.16.) and that. 
all things be don: in decency and in order, and. 
to edjfication, (which is impoſſible without 
Unity) we muſt then neceſſarily know that he 
is not pleaſed with variety inhts Worſhip, as 
ke is in the yariety of his Works : and that 
therefore an orderly and uwmform way of Wor-: 
ſhip 4; expeed, becauſe we have commands 
of that nature, 

- But if this trick will not do, the Authour 
will ſhew you another as good , vit. ** That 
* the Rule which Ged hath give" us 18 capable 
« of various intervretations whereas God 
©might have made them (if he had pleaſed) 
*aspliin to every man in one ſenſe, as. now 
© they are toevery man in his own, But how 
do we krow that, I beech you Sir > How 
could God hive made them ſo ? unleſs he had 


unmade man, and had made him an Avgel in- 
| capable 
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capable of the Jeaſterrours, But what if the 
rule be capabl: vt various interpretations and 
of all the three 1enſz+ he cites the Divines for ? 
What's this to 5j- curvole Þ Oh ſurely (quoth 
our Author) very much, for then we have no 
uniform commands, and conſequently there 
can be no n*ceility of an uniform Worſhip. 
Bnt Sr, (I muſt tc!] you freely) that yoU 
have as b3d lack i:1 conſequences in this Book, 
as I have ordinarily met withall. For Sir, 
may not, nay ought not the commands of God 
concerning his Worſhip, be interpreted in the 
| litteral ſenſc; when they are ſo plain as nothing 
can be more plainly exprefied according to the 
letter of them > What need any body have re- 
courſe to the Typical and Anagogical ſenſe of 
thoſe words of the Apoſtles, Let all things be 
done in decency end order, and1o edification»when 
they are ſo plain and perſpicuous in the Jite- 
ral; and ſo hardly admit of any other, that [ 


believe it would a little trouble our Author, - 


as well as all his Divines, te fix any Typical or 
Anagogical ſenſe upen them ? 

How then can this perſon have the conh- 
dence to infinuate by little fimilitudes,that the 
commands of God are as well obeyed by the 
various expreſſions of our adorations of him, 
as the Sun is obeyed by the contrary effeRs it 
hath upon the Mud and Wax, &*s. (for this he 
muſt mean by all that diſcourſe, or elſe it is 
nothing to the purpoſe) when he muſt Roe 
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(if he believe the Goſpel) that God hath re- 
vealed to us that it is his will, that we ſhould 
elorifie him with one heart and with one 
mouth ? 
| But perhaps this Gentleman thinks he knows 
better how to worſhip God, then God knows 
how to dire& him, Oh the more then Divini- 
ty of Humane Reaſon that guides 2 man to think 
himſelf wiſer then God Almighty : but our 
Author hath more of the fame ſort of fimiles, 
which are his grand Arguments, Pag- 40. 
. © The Unity of the Church of God 18not. 
« compared to the Unity of one man : but 
"to the Unity of man and woman joyned 
©jn marriage, Now this Unity is of one 
«part more weak then the other ; and the 
© female part in the ſfimilitude is the erring. 
« part in the Church , which is to be ac- 
« counted one and the ſare with the other 
'© by the bond of charity. | 
Now what a fool was I! for Idurſt have 
[worn that the Apoſtle St. Paul doth compare 
the Unity of the Churck to tne Unity of the 
lame body and its members, 1 Cor.13. v-12. to 
the end of the chapter, and this now 1n ſpight 
of Humane Reaſon, I muſt believe 10 be the 
Unity of one man. + 4 

Bur if we let that paſs, what would our 
Author have from all this ſimilitude? Upon my 
reputation 1 don't know, I wiſh he would tell - 


me-where he lives in his next Book, that 
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might wait upon his Worfhip, to know his 
pleaſure init, for by what he hath here ſaid, 
T can one]y gueſs at it, Bat I ſuppoſe his drift 
1s this ; That by vertue of this fimilitude it 
appears that the errinz part of the Church 
(though it be in aQual. and pro. is 
ſtill a Member of the Church, and therefore 
not guilty of Schiſm. But Iam very much 
miſtaken if I cannot convince any rational man 
of the quite contr:ry, and that from the ycry 
ſame finilitude. 

For ſuppele the erring part in the Metaphor, 
vis, the Wife ſhould err and ſtray from her 
Husbands Bed to another Mans; and ſhou'd 


therefore be divorced from her Husband; who 


then (Sir) de you think would be guilty of the 
breach of the Unity in Marriage, the Man or 
his Wife > If you muſt be forced to ſay the 
Wife is guilty of it , wonld not the fame thing 
hold in the erring part of the Church , vit. 
That if any ſhall wilfally run away from the 
Church and diſobey its Laws, and Unite it 
ſelfre a quite contrary Afſ-mbly, that 1f he be 
Excommunicated for ;t, it is his own faulr, and 
therefore he 1s guilty of the Schiſm , and not 
the Church ? 

I am alnoft quite tired with his Similirudcs, 
his whole Book conſiſts ſo of them, as one 
wonld think he never aimed at ſolid Argu- 
ments, bat onely atſo nething like Arguments, 
For nothing can be proved by a fimilitude : 

h th:y 
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they are at beſt but good Explications, but no 
Demonſtrations; But hewever, 1 muſt fol- 
low him, ; 

To make ſhort work therefore with thereſt 
of them taken from the Members of the Body 
( which by the by I apprehend to be the Unity 
of one Min, though our Author but juſt now 
told us, that the Unity of the Church is not 
compared to the Unity of one Man) the ſum of 
all theſe Similitudes is nothing more then this, 
that if any Member of the Body be dead, or 
gangreened, or kath any infeRious diſtemper 
that may indanger the reſt ot the body, if it be 
not to be cured, it muſt be cut off: bur if they 
be ſnall diſtempers (as the Itch) rhough very 
Infe&ious, yet we will rather indure ſcratching 
the itchy part, then cur it off. 

But what's the Reaſon I pray you Sir ? 1sit 
not becaufe it may be otherwiſe cured, and be- 
cauſe if a Member be cut of from the Body, - 
It cannot be {et on again, ard. ſo the whole is 
thereby at a loſs for it ? 

Now apply this to the Church, and ſee what 
our Author will get by it, Thus, if any 
member of the Church be dangerouſly hurtful 
to the reſt, by groſs and ſcandalous crimes) 1t 
1sto be cut off from it by Excommunication :, 
but if the fault be ſmall, and not dangerous to 
the Church, it is to be born withal : but if-the 
fault be never ſo ſmall, if it be very catching 


and dangerousto the Peace of the Church = 
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the itch of Diſputing and Writing againſt the | 
Church's Authority is in theſe times we live 
' in) ſuch a Member ought ro be cut ef, For 
though what he ſaith may be bur little and ve- 
ry little to the purpoſe ( as this Author's Book 
is) yet becauſe the contempt of Authority is a 
very great crime, and one of the molt danges» 
rous and inf.fious of this age, therefore ſuch 
a Member ( our Authors own Similitudes 
prove ) ought not to be ſpared : ſo that ler the 
crime be never ſo ſmal, if it be accompanied 
with contumacy, the perſon deſerves Excom- 
munication for it: Neither 1s the danger of 
loofing a Member ſufficient to reſtrain the ſen- 
rence. For 1t 1s not in the Body of the Church 
4s in our natural Bodies, that the Member is 
quite lef# when it is once cut off, becauſe it 
cannot be joy ned again. 

Forthe Church after it hath cured th: Mem- 
ber that was cut off, can reſtore it again ſafe 
and ſound to the ſame place it had before. 

From whence we may fee how deceitful] a 
Way it 1s to argue from Similitudes, Wherc- 
fore this Gentleman muſt pardon me if 1 tell. 
him that I cannot but ſuſpe& a deſign of de- 
ceit in that Author,whoſe moſt common Argu- 
ments are Mctaphors, 


« Sixthly , The next . againſt him, 
< he ſaith p. 44. Is Pride and Vanity. + 

This he caſts off with ſo much contempt and 
ſcorn 
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ſcorn that he thinks (he ſaith) if he had not a 
great deal of hun;lity he ſhould not daign to 
anſwer it, But luppclec after all this he mould. 
fail of an anſwer to 1r,(as he hath to all the reſt 
of the ObjeQions ) who then would ever be, 
lieve Confidence hereafter for is ſake > Now 
if he doth not fail in it, I am ſure I am decet. 
ved. For his way of anlwering it 1s meer $o- 
phiſtry , by comparing the ex'reams of both 
fides, as though there were no difference at all, - 
bur onely in the two oppobite extreams. But 
(I beſeech you Sir, is theie no difference in 
Humane Reaſon, betwixt ſtaring and ſtark mad? 
does not true modeſty and*humility conſilt in a 
mean betwixt the extreams, as other Vertues 
do? Might he not as well argue, that becauſe 
itis a folly to ſtarve ones ſelf, that therefore it 
is wiſdom to be a Glutton and a Drunkard :- or 
that becauſe it is Sedition to pay Authority - 0- 
bedience in nothing at all, or not in indifterent 
things, that therefore every good Subjet muſt 
pay an afRtual and blind obedience to every 


thing his Magiſtrate commands him, though 


It be never ſo wicked and abominable ? 
Would not this be a very rational way of ar- 
guing > and is not this of our Authors exa@ly 
like 1t, ifnot'the very ſame with it ? : 
For whatſoeyer his words are, his meaning- 
muſt be this (or elſe his diſcourſe makes no- 
thing te his purpoſe) that becauſe it 15 pride 
and tyranny to endeavour to enflaye all mens _ 
un- 
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underſtandings by our own, that therefore it is 
humility to be govcrned onely by our own 
phai:taſies, Or that becaule it is a great crime 
in us Chriſtians to damn all others that are 
not of our Opinion,that therefore we are bound 
to caſt away all Laws, and let every ma1run 
on in his own inventions, and give a general 


toleration to Papiſts, Jews, Turks, Hcathens, 


and Atheiſts, 

Or laſtly, becauſe it is arrogancy in us to 
hold an Opi.:ion, wben cauſe fhall appear to 
the contrary, that therefore it is humility in us 
to hold to nothing at a'l, but to be like a wave 
of the Sea tofſed with every wind of DoArine. 


I appeal to any man living, whether he doth. 


not thi:k him more humble who ſubmits to 
the Judgment of his Magiſtrates in all indiffe- 
rent things (which is_all that the Church of 
England requires) then he. that is degmatical 


in his own opiniens about them, and onely reſts. 


| ſatisfied (according to our Authors meek and 
; humble Dodrine) in the ſole difates of bis 
own Humane Reaſon ? 

And new, who does not admire our Authors 
great humility in vouchſafing an Anſwer to 
this ?zArgument ? 

But theſe are the commen @bjeRQions : 
Now follows the extraordinary one, ebjeQed 
by extraordinary Mr, Hobbs : He that pleaſerh 
may read it, p, 46. for I am not art leiſure to 
tranſcribe it, > 

The 
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* The Seventh Obje#, is that of T. H. 

ns « The ſum of which is this : *© That becauſe 

: « all publick Worſhip of God conſiſts .in 
s: © outward fignifications of our honour of _ 
F « him, different ways of Worſhip muſt needs 

. « beſcandalous to others in making them 
1 *« think that we diſhoneur God in ſtead of 
<«honouring him. 


” But this Gentleman d Rents from him, What _ 

6 pity it is that two ſuch cx:raordinary Frie,.ds 

4 ſhould fall out > 

pf But lt us ſee the Reaſen why he will contram 

- 4:& his old Maſter ; and this ir is. 

. «Fortheſame Argument would as well hold 

h « apainſt the diverſe ways of Worthip in ſes 

h «yeral Commonwealths as in the ſame, be- 

%o <« cauſe none would be ſpeRaters of the Wore 

f - © ſhip but ſuch as believe it Honourable; for 

F «were there an hundred ſeveral Religions 

bs « inthe ſame City, ſill their Religious Con= 

© 7 Cemomn would be made up of nene but _ 

* «thoſe of the ſame Opinion. Pn 
I ſhall undertake to defend T'. H. in his 

SD Afertion, not for any extraordinary opinion L 

Gi bave of the Man or his Argument, but becauſe 


I believe he ſpeaks truth in it ; and therefore 
I think it hard that he which ſpeaketh truth.” 
d ſ® very ſeldom ſhould be run down with meer. 
h | words or metaphors whea he doth : but chiefly 
'o | becauſe our Author through him ſtrikes at the 
injun&jons of our Church and our Uniforms 
Ee —- an 
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and decent Ceremonies in the worſhip of 


F 
; 
} God 
; 
s 
: 
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* But do youthink (Sir) that men ef the ſame - 


City would be as much ſtrangers to the Reli- 
gions of their next neighbours, as they are to 
thoſe of forraign Nations > Certainly I ſhould 
think that it was much eafier for them.to goa 
few ſteps to ſatisfie their curiofity , then to 
croſs the ſeas for it : and would not their 
trade and intereſt one amongſt another in the 
Game town more oblige them to a religious in» 
terview , then when they were at ſome hun- 
dreds of miles diſtance, and had little or ne 
concerns that ſhould draw them thither? Moſt 
probable it is, that to carry on a trade with all 
forts of men, ſome would ſo far comply with 
all ſorts of Religions,to go to all their publick 
Afcmblies, ſince they might do it without 
giving themſelves the trouble of going further 
then the limits-of their own walls, So that 
the caſe is rauch different which our Author 
would make the very ſame. 

But our Author hath more Arguments then 
one , and mere Anſwers too, or ele be was in 
.2 poor caſe, He adds, 

6 That thoſe that are for a toleration, of all 


© ways of worſkip in the ſame Common- 


« wealth would notthink any ef thoſe ways 
« which differed from their own to be dif- 

' « honourable to God, 
But ( I beſeech youSir ) did they alltell you 
p lo? 
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ſo > or kow do you know it, by inſtin& or new 
light ? : 

Sur ( Sir ) if they had, I know no body is 

bound to believe them, any more then your 
{elf For 1 dare be ſo cenfident as to afſert,that 
there is ſcarce any Se& in all England, unlcſs 
they be Atheiſts, that do in their hearts allow * 
of a toleration of all ways of worſhip in this _ 
Kingdome. Hath not this been made ap Jer by. 
all our grand Separatiſts ? do the. Papiſts allow 
it where they have power ? did the Presbyte= 
rian or the Independant allow any ſuch thing 
when they were uppermoſt > and have net or 
Quakers themſelves ſet up a diſci line amongfl 
them,” which whoſoever will not ſubmit to, is . 
preſently caſt out of the Brotherhood ? ſo that 
we ſee our Author will find his own party ve- 
ry ſmall, when he comes to tell Noſes, unleſs 
be thinks he might find Atheiſts and Hypocrites 
enough among all or any of the other Parties, 

| For otherwiſe it is abſolutely impoſſible,thax 
any man that is fincere in the choice of his Re= 
ligion fhopld not think- that way of worſhip 
which is contraty to his to be leſs honourable 
to God then his own (7. ec.) comparatively 
diſhonourable to him, 

For Inſtance, I do fincerely chooſe to pray 
to God publickly on my knees, becauſe I do 
really believe that this is the moſt proper way 
of expreiſing { before thoſe men I converle 
Withall) that honour which I owe jo God Al= 

TD ES mighty 
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mighty : Now when 'T ſee others when they 
ſhould ,worſhip God, ſet on their rails like 
Dogs, or wallow and loll, and grunt and groan 
like Swine ; or ſtand up and wriggle and make 
| ngly faces and grin and make mows like Apes 
{ . or Baboons, I muſt rceds confeſs I cannot for 
| - Iny, ſoul but think their way of Worſhip ridi- 
 culous, and. contrary to the due crpentlcnd of 
the-reverence they owe to the infinite God of 
Heaven and Eaxth. 

So that this Gentleman muſt ſuppoſe , that 
all men in our Nation, or the greateſt part at 
l:-aft, are meer Atheiſts or Hypocrites (which 
no man” but he that.is one of theſe himſelf can 
poſlibly ſuppoſe) - or elſe that there. muſt ariſe 
ſtrange thoughts of one another from their con 
trarieties in-the performance of their Publick 
Devotion; and how ſoon theſe would break 
out into Diſputes, Contentians, and Feuds, and 
the Corſequences of theſe Tumults and Sedi- 
tions, L leaye itto any one to judge that is not 
prejudiced. , 

But if this Gentleman cannot carry his cauſe 
by Reaſon; he knows another way ſill, and 
that is Railing, | 

And theretere he ſets full drive on the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England (they being now 
expoſed as the ancient Chriſtians were', a- 
mongſt the Beaſts in the Amphitheatres, with- 
out any guard -but their own generons courage 
and innocence) he therefore ventures. to give 
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them the firſt Eflay of bis good natured and 


Gentile DoQrine, by very cvilly calling them 


| by thoſe moſt obliging titles of Ignerant or 


Malicious Phy ficiars, | 

For that he ſpeaks of them is evideat, be- 
cauſe there are no other Spiritual Phy licians 
(which he there muſt mean) but anely th. y 
that do publickl'y oppole his beloved tolcra= 
tion, ; 
Ard is this all they have for their reward 
for ſetting themſelves inthe breach againſt that 
Flood of Popery and Atheiſm, waich is juſt 
ready to overflow our Nation ? 

ls not this rare encouragement to our Novle-< 
men and Gentlemen, to beſtow a theuſand or 
five hundred pounds in th2 Education of a Son 
to expoſe him (when a!l is done) to be abuſed 
by every Buffoon ? | 

Is not our Nation come to a fair pals for 
Religion, that ( though the moſt barbarous 


' Nations in the whole World have an honour 


and reverence for their Prieſts, and always had 
ſo) yet that Sacred and Honourable Office as 
mongſt U:, muſt render the Perſon contemp= 
Uble? I cannot but be coacern'd ( as I ama 
Gentleman , and ſo I think ought every one 
that bears thart title ) to ſee thoſe who have , 
many of them by their Birth, all of them by 
their Education, Degrzes, and Orders, me= 
rited a juſt title to the honour of the Engliſh 


Gen;ry ; and that Profeſſion which was in all 
D 3 Ages 


Bees ( before this laſt ) accounted In this Na- 


F tion the moſt Honourable of all other , and is 
$ fo ſtil] accounted by our Laws, to be now be- 


& come ſo deſpicable , that he paſſes for a Wit, 
| that can but caſt an afont upon the Þ: ofcfſors 


of ir. 


For how can our Nobility and Gentry diſ- 
poſe of their younger Sons (unleſs they will 
make the Ottoman Law to maintain their Fa- 
mulies ) when the moſt delightful}, moſt ho- 
nourable , and formerly the moſt uſua]l way 
for thew , is blocked up by ſuch grand diſcou- 
ragements ? 

But what's the Reaſon now why this Gentle- 
man treats them ſo Gentilely and civilly inthe 
titles and in the faults he caſts upon them ? 
onely this, becauſe (like good Shepherds) they 
will nor deſert their Flocks which are commit» 
ted to their care, to be devoured by the ſubtle 
Foxes of Rone, or by thoſe Wolyes the ſacri- 
legious Atheiſts and Schiſmaticks of Exglend. 

Thus the Fox and the Woolf ( inde this 
Author's Humene Reaſon, and his way of ex- 
prefling it ) would firſt endeavour to make the 
filly Sheep hate their Shepherds, by telling 
tnem how malitious they have been to them in 
reſtraining them from playing or _—_ in 
what paſtures they pleaſed, and then tell them 
that if they would follow them , they ſhould 


have a general liberty of conſcience todo what 
they pleaſed, But what would be the event. 


ſhould 
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ſhould the Sheep ſtray from their Shepherds , 
to go along with theſe good natur'd guides ? 
would they not all fcon be deroured , with= 
out any body to help them > and would 
they not ſoon find by their ſad experience that 
it had been mueh better for them to have conti- 
med under the reſtraint of their old plain ho- 
neſt Shepherds, then to have enjoyed for a few 
minutes their liberty which their new mafters 
flattered them withall , on purpoſe that they 
might devour them ? aye but (ſaith this ſweer- 
natured Gentleman ) they might by Writing , 
Diſputing, Preaching, and Living. &c. reduce 
the World in a ſhot time to its ancient, 
bealthfull and natural remper. If the Author 


. means the ancient and healthfull remper of Po- 


pery, or the pure natwal temper of Heather- 
im, I am very much of his opinion , that 
(if toleration be once ſet up ) the World will 
in a ſhort time b- reduced to one of thele. 

For ſet the Clergy do what they could by 
writing, preaching, and living, &c. were they 
not defended by Laws, and the Nation guarded 


f:om thoſe ſwarms of Caterpillars that would 


be ſent from Rome to devour our Nation , E 
mean Prieſts and Friars to convert fouls to pay 
the od Gentlemans Perer-pence, and the reſt | 
of St, Peter's Patrimony, their preaching and 
diſputing would never be heard, but would be 
Quite drown'd with the-noiſe of Papiſts and 


other Difſcnters ; neither would the piety of 
D 4 their 
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their lives ( were they Angels ) be taken no- 
tice of amongſt that croud of pretenders to it, 
who.would all ſtrive by outward ſhews of it 
( eſpecially the Papiſts by their magnificent 
proceſſions, and their ſpecious pretences of 
Miracles which muſt neceſſarily take with the 
common people ) to draw all mens eyes from 
the true Engliſh Clergy « un'eſe it w.re th ſe 
who were [et as Spies over them to diſcover 
their faults and to divulge them, nay if they 
had no faults (which is not to be conceived of 
meer men ) rather then the peopl: ſhould be- 
lieve rhem innocent, they would invent ſtories 
and Iyes enough of them to take away all their 
reputation. | 

For this, ſome of our Sets (eſpecially the 
Papiſts ) would think themſclves bound to 
do, from the very Principles of their Religi- 
on; the main of which 1s this, to promote 
their cauſe by any means whatſoever, So that 
chis Gentleman may be fully ſatisfied that 
without the reſtraints of Law or elſe the 
Sword, it would be impoſſible to maintain 
any ſettlement in Religion, but that we muſt 
neceflarily be hurried into Popery , Atheiſm 
and all Confulion, 

Neither let our difſenting Brethren flatter 
themſelves with the hopes that they ſhall ca- 
fily run down the Papiſts with the cry of An- 
tichriſt, Superſtition, and Idolatry. 

For as to the two Firſt, They will ea'ly 
re- 
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retort them upon their accuſers, and will raife 
2 far greater cry for themſelves of Chriſtian. 
Peace and Vnity,of their Church its antiquity 


univerſality, infallibility, and the moft inex- 


hauſtible Trezſure of Charity in her Pardon 
and Indulgences, by which the people ſhall be 
allowed underhand a toleration of all kind 
of debauchery, ſo that they will but makea . 
leg ro the kind old Doftor of St. Peter's 
Chair: And as for Ilohtry , they will ca'ly 
aniwer that by the «ff<&s of diviſions in the 
words of St, Paul, Rom. 2. 219 22. Thou rbere- 
fore that teacheſt another , reacheſt thou not thy 
ſelf ? thou that abhorreft Idols , deft thou com- 
mit Sacriledge ? 

There can be then but one way that can poſli- 
bly preſerve u- from Popery, without the pre-' 
ſent execution of our Laws , and that 1s 2 
ſandirg Army ; but >cheve moſt true Eng- 
liſh Gentlemen wiil think this Remedy little 
better then the. Diſeaſe. Ls 

If it ſhall be anſwered that the Laws might 
be execured.againſt Papiſts, bur a Liberty al-. 
lowed.ro all'oth:r+ 2 I anſwer,. Firſt, that this 
1s very uncquitable ard ſevere ; that-thoſe per- 
ſons who ſuffered moſt of any: ( except- thoſe 
of the Church. of England ) for. his Majeſties 
Caule, ſhould now he 1s retura'd, be the onely 
Sufferers. - $25, OIL 

Secoudly, That were others tolerated , It 
will be impoſſible to diſcover the Papiſts, who 

D 5 will 
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will hide th:mſelves under_their coverings ; 
there being no ready ways of co,vitting them, 
but onely this, txcir not joyning with the 
Church of England in her conſtant publick 
Liturgy every Lords day, and in receiving the 
Sacraments with her three times a-year, which 
can never be conſiſtent with the toleration of 
all other Religions amongſt us, 

Irefer it therefore ( fince his Majeſly hath 
commanded the execution of his Laws ) to 
the ſ:rious confid:ration of our Nobles and 
Gentlemen, whether they will chooſe to gire 
themſe]ves the trouble ro execute eur Laws, 
and to enjoy their Proprieties under the prote- 
Eien of them ; or whether they will turn their 
throats to the longeſt Sword ; or ſubmit their 
necks te the Roman yoke, whick our wiſe fa- 
thers theught too hard forthetn to bear >. 

For one of theſe muſt be endured,8 ir will in 
a ſhort time be paſt all help to prevent the two 
latter without a ſpeedy recourſe to the former. 
For if our SeQaries grow more numerous and 
ſeditious amongſt us, ( as they may eaſily be 
managed into any thing, and as long as the 
world hath more knaves then wiſe men and 
honeſt in it, they ſhall not want managers ) 
they will ſoon becewe altegether ungoverna- 
ble without a Rod of Iron, fo that things will 
ſoon come to that paſs, that no Laws hall be 
executed upon thera without a ſtanding Army 
to compel tem to obedience and fubmu ſion, 
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But to return to our Author ; He prececds, 
þ. 49. to ſtrike at the root of Them, Hebbes 
is Argument, by telling kim plainly and truly 
that itis Falſe, Alas, poor old Thom ! that fo 
extraordinary a Friznd of thine ſhould ſo af- 
front ſo extraordinary a Perſon as thou 
thought thy ſelf! What no other Argument 
but the $cotch Argument againſt thee, that 
ready way of confuation of all ObjeQions , 
Bellarmine thou lieft > Cerrainly 1f T, He. be 
not dead already, the very ſence of this affront 
weald kill kim : and would it not grieve-our 
geod-natur'd Aath:r te be the death of ſo 
extraordinary a GentJeman ? 
| But however, he not onely ventures to ſay 
tis falle, but endeavours to prove it too,to be 
falſe, that the Worſhip or Honour of God 
conſiſts in the opinion of others. Why > be- 
cauſe «then Idelatry for 4000 years had 
«been the beſt, nay the onely Religion. _ 
But what doth this make againſt T. H. 
Argument > Or what abſurdity follows from 
thence, unleſs this be one, that the Heathens 
were Idolaters > and if they were, who can 
help it > Bur ſuppoſe ( ſaith our Author) I 
was the onely Chriſtian amongſt an whele Na- 
tion of Icfidels, I onght not torefrain from the 
Chriſtian worſhip, whick I grant him if be 
means the private worſhip of God:: no ( faich 
he ) nor to hide and diſguiſe ir for fear' 6f 
ſcandalto rhe Infdels; but as to concealing 
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he muſt pardon me. For I donot conceive 
why I am bound to throw away my le or e- 
Rate to do no good, but harm amongſt thoſe 
Tcoaverſe withall; eſpecially in ſuch a Cate as 
this is, when I can perform my du'y in private 
more ſuitably ro tne-commands of Chrift, For 
he commands us when we pray to enter into 
our cloſet, Mat. 6. and he tells us, that God 
which ſeeta us in ſecret ſhall reward us openly, 
If I am herein miſtaken, I ſhould be glad if 
you would pleaſe (Sir) to give me better infor- 
mation, ' 

But again, He forefees that an obvious Obje- 
Qtion would be rajſed againſt him from the cu- 
ſtoms of men, amongſt whom a ſalute contrary 
to the cuſtom of the place would be accounted 
an affront; As to put off ones Hat in the Eafl 
( though I don'r know where they wear any 
Hats amonglt the Eaſterns) and inthe Weſli to 
keep it on before Princes. Bur(faith this Gen- - 
tleman) the fame reaſon would net hold as to 
the worſhip of God, For God knows the very 
hearts of men ; and therefore needs not judge 
of them by their outward appearence, 

This 1 confeſs hath fully anſwered the Odje- 
-Rion, as tothe private worſhip of God, For 
the liberty of which our Author needs not dif- 
pute. For I know none of the- Church of Eng- 
tend will oppoſe him init; our Parliament 
having by their late A& left every one to his 
liberty inthe performance of religions Duties 
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jn his own Houſe : But that he argues for,mult 
be a liberty in the publick worſhip of God 3 
and this if our Author bad conſidered, would 
have quite alter'd the Caſe, and have fully 
ſatisfied him that his anſwer to this Obje&ion 
1s altogether vain and frivolous. For the wor= 
ſhip oft God admits of a double confiderations 
if it be barely conſidered as the worſhip of 
God, then it is true that becauſe God knows 
the thoughts, the (incerity of our Souls is ap= 
parent to him,withour any outward expreſſions 
atall, But if we conſider it as publick, it 1s 
the worſhip of God in fuch a manner as may 
not onely be known to God but romen z and 
thercfore in that we are bound to uſe ſuch out- 
ward Ceremonies ( 4. e. expreſſions of our re- 
verence) as are publick!y known to expre's and 
fiznifie our honour to'God, that we practice 
that of our Saviour, Mat. 5. Let your Light ſo 
ſhine before men,8&c. therefore as it is a worſhip 
of God, it requires our ſincere intentions to 
glorifie him by it ; and as it is publick, 1t re» 
quires that thoſe fincere intentions be expreſlec 
by ſuch geſtures and ceremonies as are know 
to ex —_ our intentions of honour,not onely tc 
God, bat to all men that are preſent with us. .. 
Se that ( whatſoever our Author faith to the | 
contrary. ) it is not falſe of publick worthy 1 
(concerning which he knows well enough that | 
T. H, there {peaks ) that it doth conliſt (ſo fa | 
33it is publick) in the opinions of mev, = _ | 
| 4 
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But ( ware thy gray pate old Thom. ) for now 
he comes with his Siamilitude ( his main 
irength) that he may at one blow knock down 

all oppoſers, the ſum of it is this, wiz. 

That © As an Univerſal Monarch, though 
© he would be willing to propagate his own 
* Language, y2t cannot be diſpleaſed at him 

c that pays him honour in a different Lan« 

« puage, and would art Jeaſt pardon that di- 

« yerlity that conſents in bis own glory, $o 
&<c. p. 51. &c, 

In goed time. But ſuppoſing this Emperor 
had commanded that none ſhould approach his 
preſence, or ſpeak to him, but in his own Lan- 
guage: would it not be a piece of yery great hu- 
mility in a SubjeR, ro come and complement 
him in a different language ( eſpecially. when 
the Language that the fupream power had con- 
manded wag the natural Tongue of that Sub- 
jet ) do you think he would not have a great 
deal of reaſon to pardon the SubjeR for that af- 
#front to his commands > But ſaith the SubjeR, 
WEI know this command of Yours was impoſiible 
for all Your Subje&ts to obey, Becauſe all mn 
[canner ſpeak that Language you haye enjoined: 
therefore I hope your Majeſty will conſent to 
WiIthar which tends to your own glory : what an- 
{oFiwer do you think (Sir, ) would be made to 

W4Juch 2 Subjet > would his Emperor think him- 
8 3Helf obliged to kim for his great civility ? or 
HE 1would he not rathierwife punifls Bia for his im- 
NT pudence, 
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pudence, in daring to break his commands bes 
tore his face ? for ( though perhaps rhoſe of 0- 
ther Nations could not ſpeak the I angvage,and 
lo might be excuſed) yet this can be no excuſe 
to _ whoſe native language it was ſuppoſed 
to be. 

Apply this Similitude tothe preſent buſineſs, 
and fee what this Author will gain by making 
true compariſons, : | 

God hath eommanded an Unity and Agree- 
ment in his Publick Worthip ; the particular 
Magiſtrates of our Church andNation,who are 
God's Vicegerents, to preſerye this Unity; ap= 
point thoſe Ceremonies that are moſt exprel- 
five of reverence in the place where we live, 
and no other to be obſerved in the Publick 
Worſhip of God. Now can any Member of 
eur Church pretend any impoſſibility for not 
performing this command > or does he think 
. that this Nall excuſe him; becauſe it is impoſ- 
ſible for all other people of all the oationsin 
the world, that do not know them, to obſerve 
thoſe ſame Ceremonies ? 

Or laſtly, do we think that ke ought to be 
excuſed for his centemprt of authority , becauſe 
the different Ceremonies which he uſed a 
God's Worſhip did agree and coufent in God's 
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_ .* Jeſus Chriſt, as different words can repre- 

& ſent the ſame thought, _ 

I cannot tell what he would have by it. Bat 
this I know, take it in the litteral ſence of it, it 
| 8s as extravagant an aflertion as one can ea- 
| fily meet withall, For different words may 
| fignific the ſame things, becauſe neither the 
; Chings nor mens notions of things, do alter by 
| the various words or languages in which they 
! areexpreſſed, But it is impoſſible ir cthould be 
| fo in the Worhip of God, For the Worthip 
+ of God being eflemtially pliced in the thoughts, 
| different thoughts m::ſt make different Wor- 
| ſhips, Bur perhaps this is to betypically or 
 anagooically interpretcd, 
| As for that laſh hegives the Roman Church, 
WF Þ. 53. The old Gentleman vf the inf:l'ib'e 
# Chair may weil] pardo1 him for it, fince he 
& mak?s him amends very ſpeedily after, (p. 56.) 
+ by drawing in Henry the Ejghth by the head. 
& and ſhoulders, firſt to be laſhed for his Adul- 
, tery, and then for deſerting his good 01d friend 
& the Pope, | 


AW Thelaſt Objet. He anſwers (from p.54. to 
08 PF p- 62.) Is that by which ſome would prove 
HIRE im guilty of the Error of the Greeks by [e; 
veral Texts of Scripture, ps 
# The Error of the Greeks, I ſuppole was this. 
W2 Their following vain. and Heathen Philoſaphy 
TY 51 Cor meer. Humane Reſon) againit the + non 
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Revelation of the Chriſtian Religion, by the 
Miracles and Preaching of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, For from hence was it, that the Do- 
Qrine of the Reſurreion was derided amongſt 
them, that the Apoſtles Preaching was thought 
fooliſhneſs, and the Croſs, a ſtumbling»block. 

Now I appeal to any judicious and impartial 
Reader, : whether this Author hath not driven 
en this ſame , or a worſe deſign in no ſmall 
part of his Book, 

For he hath endeavoured to prove, that a 
man may be excuſable, though he follows his 
Humane Reaſon to the denial of Chriſtianity , 
(1.e.)in a dire& oppoſition to the Divine Re- 
vejation. | Nay he hath endeavoured to prove, 
that Jews, Heathens and Atheiſts, are in an e- 
qual poſſibility of ſalvation with the unerring 
Chriſtian. 

Now Idefire this Author to prove, that e- 
ver the Heathen Greeks had amongſt them any 
queſtion which they did defend more direaly 
contrary to the Chriſtian Religion then His is 
Which ifhe cannot do, he mult acknowledge 
that he hath out-done them all at the wiſdom 
of enticing words, to draw others from Chrj- 
Rianity : and that he deth rot come far ſhort 
of them at the wiſdom of the fleſh , and the 
wiſdom of the Princes of this World, will ap- 
pear in that.he hath fo much buſied himſelf to 
prove, that Humane Reaſon may tolerate As 
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lufts and wickedneſs whatſoever. 
Away with youdull Greeks for a company 
bf old fools, that could not improve your rea- 


Gregory-grey-beards are you all, in compa» 
riſon of our Author, who can tell you preſent. 
ly how to deny the Being of a God by Humane 
| Regſon, and to excuſe your ſelves when you 
{ havedone ; ſo exquiſitely hath he found out a 
| guide to happineſs, and ſo gentilely hath be 
} "followed the dire&ions of his own Regſon. 
The Gentleman in the next place proceeds to 
eſtabliſk his DoArine by poſitive Arguments. 
And his f&ft Argument is from the ſafety of 
it, which he endeayours te prove by compa- 
_ bis guide (vix.) every mans own Reaſon, 
With others that ſtand in competition with it. 
« As firſt withthe apprehenſion of a Viſion 
* or Revelation extrinſccally coming into 
6 the Soul. p, 62. 
© The means nothing but Enthuſiaſme here- 
| by, I fhall onely leave ir to be diſputed be- 
| Ewixt him and his gratefull friends the Qua- 
 kers, For I know no Chriſtian that will follow 
« or expe new lights, fince God hath given us 
$ the Golpel, a politive law ts govern our lives 
$. and aQons; and fince the Apoſtle tells us, Gal. 
S 1.8. That if be,or an Angel from heaven ſhould 
W + _ any other Goſpel , be ought 20 be beld «c- 
+ CMYIcA, 
lf he meansall reyelation in general ( w—_ 
that 
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ſo1 further, then to the denial of Chriſt! meer 
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that of the Goſpel not excepted, as what may 
net 2 man venture at, who is indned with his 
Humane Reaſon, which hath already taught 
him to excuſe Infidelity and Atheiſm?) I debire | 
him to conſider, that fince he himſelf hath pro- 
red in the latter end of his Book, that we have 
Reaſon enough to believe the Scriptures to be 
the Word of God ; What ſtrange kind of bla- 
ſphemous aſperſion he muſt caſt upon the divine 
Wiſdom, if he dares to afſert that every mans 
own Reaſon is a ſafer rule to walk by, then that 
rule which God hath particularlv revealed to us 
from heaven for that purpoſe. Unleſs therefore 
becan think our ownReaſon more infallible then 
the Reaſon of God himſelf, he muſt conclude, 
(if he believes the Goſpel to be Gods Word, 
25 he profeſſeth to do) that it is much ſafer ro 
follow that law which God harh been pleaſed 
to give us,then the law of our own Reaſon, For 
otherwiſe the Divine Revelation had beenal- 
together vain and uſeleſs, | 
Secondly, The next guide he endeavours 

to prove leſs ſafe then Humane Reaſon, Is Au- 


thority, Pag.63. 7 
By which be hath not explained what he 


means, ſo that by this Diſcourſe (fince he hath 
no ways limited the fignification of the word)we. 


| way juſtly judge be Intended to ſet up every 


mans Reaſon as a ſafer guide then all Aathoe 


rity, His reaſon is this. 
© For if that Arthority prefcribe — = 
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* have good fortune,, and meerly good fors 

*«tune in our obedience, . - 

But I pray you Sir, Are there not many 
truths that can be no ways made evident (or at 
Jeaſt not ſo evident as is convenient) but by the 
ſuffrage of Authority ? as the diſtintion of per- 
ſons in the ſacred Trinity, the Deity of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. For if the univerſal 
conſent of the Church in theſe points did nct 
clearly prove, that thoſe Texts ef Scripture 
which are urged for them, were to be ſo inter= 
preted, it would not perhaps be ſo eafie a matter 
to ſtop a ſubtile Sociuians mouth by meer Scri- 
pture; and much Icſs by meer Reaſon. 

If we take Au-hority in the other common 
acceptation of the word for lawful power ; the 
Authors afſertion is ſtill worſe, and much more 
falle. For in all indifferent things and doubt- 
ful matters, the Authority of the Magiſtrace is 
to preſcribe to us, not .our ewn Reaſon only: 
it being much ſafer for us to follow authority in 
thoſe caſes, then to be guided onely by our 
ſelves. So that, Sir, you ſee by this time that 
inmoſt aQions of eur lives (fer moſt of them 
do concern indifferent things) we have not en- 
ly good fortune but good reaſon in our obedi- 
ence ro authority, Nay in ſome caſes (and thoſe 
nat a few) authority is the onely reaſon. of our 
afſznt; asinall matters of Fa& the reaſon of 
our belief can be nothing elſe but the authori- 
ty of the Witneflzs ; and in all matters of biſto- 
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rity of the Serpent, and yet'was punithed, yo ; 
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ry, the reafon of our belief is not ſo much the 
reaſonableneſs or credibility of the thing thar 
isrelated, as the credit and conſent of Abkdions, 
which is nothing elte but Autherity ; from 
whence it is that we can prove the truth of the 
Scriptures themſelves : and if ſo, then ſurely it 
mas very Chriſtiavly ſaid of this Gentleman, 
that we have onely good fottune in our obedi- 
ence to authority; for then we have-nothing but 
good fortune for our belief of the Scriptures 
themſelves, fince the Reaſon of it is only groune 
ded on Authori'y, But he proceeds, p.64. 

& That jf it lead us into errour , we have 
© nothing to plead for our excuſe , for we 
« kaye nothing to ſay fer our obedience to 
* that Authority. 

Who would have thought it > have we no- 
thing to ſay for our belief of matters of faR and 
tiſtory, it we be deceived in them? have we 
no excuſe for our ſelves ? certainly auy body 
but this Author would allow us a very conſide=' 
rable, nay a fall excuſe of our errour frem the 
teſtimony of the witneſſes; elſe our Magiſtrates 
are in a very hard caſe, whoare bound to pals 
ſentence, even in caſes of life and death , Se-- 
cundum allegata &+ probata (i. e.) according - 
to Evidence: which they have from the Wit= 
neffes, . 

' Bur however, he is reſolved to prove it from | 
the example of Eve, who pleaded the Aurho- 
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ſhe not deſerve it, fince ſhe dared to believe Y® 
the Serpent rather then God himſelf 2 Aye but 
«© Adam too was accurſed, becauſe he belie- 
*yed that which was figuratively one with || 7: 
« him his Wife (as Members of the Church the 
© pretend to do the Church ) rather then || 14 
«that which was moſt ecrtainly and fingly bey 
*« one with him, whick was his own Reaſon, I *! 
« Pag.64. Nb 
_ What a fine ſtory have we here 2? the Author 4 
. ae, ore he had pleaſed, have made fhort work, of ( 
* and have told us that Adam was accuſed for ||") 
| believing his Wife rather then himſelf, But then I 7! 
| - the pretty Simile had not ſo well brought in 


; 


+ the Church, which this Gentleman was reſol- of 
*# vedtodrag in (as Henry the Eighth was drawn || ** 
#+ in-juſt before) * the head and ſhoulders.. For | ©? 

\ ifever any thing came in impertinently this 
+ does : For was there ever any Member ofthe | © 
i: 'Church that believed rke Church for no other 
{| reaſon, but becauſe it was figuratively one with ; 
; -himſelf > if not, to what purpeſe was this pa- I 
; rentheſis of the Church crowded in, in this 
; place ? unleſs it was to make all his admirers to 
102; caſt of their obedience to the Church, But if 
I 4; any be hereby perſwaded te it, they muſt be 
WW: ſuch as are not able to diſtinguiſh betw-en, 
i Reaſon and Impertinency, But to let thatpals, 
| jo I wonder who told him that 44cm was accur- + ; 
fed for believing bis Wife rather then his own. | * 


Reaſon z whoever he was, a Scorch man ou: 
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ye If call him a merryGentleman,that is in plain En- 
bur | giþa down-right Liar. For if our Auther will 
ie.. || delieye the authority of Moſes inthe caſe(Gen.3, 


17.) be will find that the reaſon of his curſe is 

ch | there given to be no other, then- becauſe he_ 

had broken Gods Command, and had not o- 

ly || fxyed his Authority 3 $o that his crime was 
| Þ not that he had belicved his Wife rather then: 

| tisown Reaſon, For that Law was nota Law. 

or || «Nature or Reaſon, but a meer poſitive Law: 

k, [| «God, For (had not God particularly forbid: 

it) it had been for all any reaſon to the contra» 

n £7, as lawful for Adem to have caten of that- 

n || Tree, as of any Tree inall Eds: Bur the cauſe - 

- | ofhis curſe was this, that he followed his Wiſes: 

n | cxample and perſwaſion rather then the expreſs 

r | commands and threatnings of God. What does. . 

s. f:llthismakeagainſt Authority > fince Adam was - 

» | zccurſed for not obeying the Divine Authority. - 

r- | Who would eyer believe any Authority after - 

| [ſe grand a demonſtration agalaft it fetched 

, | from 24ems green Breeckes ? :: 8 

As for what he faith, p. 65. of blinding ove> * 

oWneyes, @'c, I onely deſire him to tell me. 

whether he- doth believe that we muſt never 
follow nor afſent to Authocity > If he cannot25- 
be ſo ridiculous to believe it, then ſurely our” ow-/ * 
bedience and aſſent to Authority where it is ne=-- _ - 
ceflary (as in moſt caſes of our lives | have aircay.. | 

I dy proved It is )is not a blinding our own ey@lz. - 
and a putting our ſelves inte a greater __ i 
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lity of not finding then of lighting upen the 
true paſſage to Heaven, as he would there in-- 


finuate > For I muſt n.eds tcll him, that his 
Book is nothing elſe almoſt bot a piece of com- 
mon Sophiſtry, wiz. an univerſal concluſion 
from ſeme few particulars, and this managed 
by hiding himſelf in general and ambiguous 
rerms, little fimilies, and fly infinuations ex- 
aQly fitted todeceive the Vulgar, and thereby 
to deſtroy all Peace and Unity in the Church, 
by making them have ſo high an opinion of 
their own Reaſons, that 1s of themſelves (to 
which they are naturally prone enough ; for 
the Fool is wileſt in his own eyes) that they 
ſhall ſoon ſcorn and contemn all Authority 
whatſoever, which he endeavours te infinuate 
by the advantage of ſafety on the contrary part, 
p.65. © Now contrariwiſe (ſaith he) they that 
cc are pnided by their own underſtanding if they 
« commit th:mſelves wholly to it) are as ſafe on 
* the left hand as on the right, as ſecure of 
« happineſs in their Errours as others are in the 
« Truths they happen tofall into. 

Hath he not now diſcovered moſt apparent]y 
what he means by his Humane Reaſon e Is it not 
the very ſame with Ralphs's New-light ? 


-For «s of Vagabonds we (ay, 

- That they are ne'r beſedes their way ; 
What e'r men fpech by thi New-light, . 
Still they are ſure 30 be ith right, _ 

| ap- 
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. Suppoſe then that any ore ſhould commit 
bimfelf jo wholly to his underitanding, that 
he ſhould by the Errors of it be led into Theft, 
Murder, Rebellion, Schiſm, Herefie, Infidelity, 
and Atheiſm it ſelf, would not this man hereby, 
think you, be in a very ſafe condition ? and 
would net GoJ Almighty at the great day of 
Judgment be very well ſati>fied for the com- 
nition of all theſe crimes, with this anſwer, 
that the man did wholly commit himſclf ro the 
guidance of his own underſtanding ? or rather 
would nat his own conſcience tell bim that he 
ought to have been better informed > and that 
be might have been ſo if he had not been ſo ſelf. 
conceited of his own Opinions, + 

Did ever any man but this Author make ſuch 
ule of his Humane Reaſon to countenance all 
the Villanies in the World > For what miſchief 
8 there ſo great that a man may not be led into 
by committing himſelf wholly ro the guidance 
e his own underſtanding, if it be not before- 
band rightly informed and inſtruted > Now 
ſhould we not have a blefled World were men 
as ſecure in theſe Errours that might lead 
them into all theſe Villanijes before mentioned, 
as others are in. their Truths > But further » 
ſhould a man chance to prove , that in moſt 
caſes of our lives we are ſecure, if we follow 
Authority, though we may er thereby ; nay, 


- 


though we err contrary to our own Reaſon: and 


that on the ether hand, if we err by follewing 
| eo” our 
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ovr ewn Reafon azainſt Authority , we Ie 
clearly lefe witkoor excuſe for our preſum. 
ption, How then' > what would become 
of the grand ſecurity our Author ſaithevey if (ct 
man hath in being gnided by his own under- lic 
Randing 2 Would it not thence be clearly hi 
ved, that Authority is a muck ſafer Guidein I gu 
thoſe things then every mans own Reaſon? ml Þ er 
yet (I think) what I have undertaken will nei- if 01 
ther require any extraordinary brains,nor pains I at 

to demonſtrate, For is it not as viſible as the 
Sun in our affent to all matters of FaQfromÞ in 
the Authority of Witnefles. and in our obedi« fl nc 
ence to Authority In all indifferent things ?for I it 
in both theſe Caſes (eſpecially in the latter)he If c 
I; thaterrs with Authority may plead the Autho- ff c 
*: rityfor his excuſe : but he that errs againſtir, I 01 
| 15 quite left without any excuſe at all. Ft 
For in all things indifferent in their own na & w 
ture (8.e. ) all fuck things which before any J |: 
Humane Commands concerning them are - 
ot 


wholly le't to every mans own judgment, being 
neither forbidden nor cemmanded by God, i 
the Authority of our Govyernours doth inter-Jb 
vene, and command that this indifferent thing 
ſhall be done, though we did think it more re- 
ſonablc to be lefc undone , yes we mult 
bound in theſe Cafes to obey Authority rarber 
then our own Reaſon. ' For otherwiſe ever) 
mans Reaſon would be his Magiſtrate, and he 
thoutd be onely bound to do that which bog: 
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in his own eyes and nothing-elſe. Would not 
our Authors Do&rine be very well fitted to 
the peace of all Society ? and does root he de- 
ſerve very well fcom the publick by doing what 
lies in bis power to wheadle into the heads of 
his umwary Readers ( which are the grouny 
number «f men amongſt us ) that it is ſafer for 
erery man to be govern'd by the Laws of his 
own Reaſon, then by the Laws of the Churck. 
and Nation, of which he is a Member ? 

But now ſuppoſe we ſhould err in doing any 
indifferent things in obedience to our Gover- 
ls & nours, and that it had been really better that 
it had not beendone, yet our obedience,though | 
contrary to our own Reaſon ſhould in this caſe 
excuſe us, Whereas whoeſo errs in following his 
onn Reaſon, contrary to the commands of Au# 
I thority in indifferent things, is altogether left 
n2- F without excuſe, eitker before Ged or Man ; un- 
any I cſs it be before this good-natur'd Author whe 
are lis reſolved to excuſe him by half a Jury of 
308 } Reaſons: but I may juſtly except againitevery 
, Bf one of them ; for there is none of them thar is 
er- J'toth honeſt and true. 
ing} Firlt Reaſon is this. © There is no danger 
et-# * of perithing where there is no diſobedt= 
bel] © ence, but without this every man may of- 
her] * ten err, the command of God baing not 
ſh **to find out Truth, but to endeavour the 
« finding it; for the Command 1s, Search 


&* and ye ſhall find, pe 663 + ho 
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Is not this pleaſant > For what was the end 
and delign of this Command ? onely thatwe | 
ſhoi:Jd turn Seekers and torrow Diogenes his | 
Candle avd Lanthorn, and go peeking about 
all our life time, that we might 1n ſearching 
have ſomething. to buſie our ſelves about ? or 
was it given vs that we might tind out Truth } 
Tf the latter was the end of the Command , 
then that which binds to the end, cemmands all 
the lawful means to that end, So that he which 
Is to ſearch for Truthzis by that Command bid 
to make uſe of all thoſe means that God hath 
afforded him to the findirg it out. Wherefore 
who ever faileth by the wilful negle& of any 
means he had for the bnding Truth, is there- 
fore inexcuſable, Now fince Authority 1s the 
immediate and ready way by which we find 
out many Truths ( as all matters of Fa& and 
Hiſtory, on which the Truth of Scripture it 
IcIf doth depend) if any man being to ſearch 
for any Truths of this ſort, thall out of his own 
ſelf-conceit negleR all Authority (by which the 
matter was onely to be known) and ſhall ſearch 
onely by the Reaſon of the thing, would not 
any man conclude him to be juſt as wiſe, and 
Juſt as excuſable, as he who being commanded 
to Jook for the Hare when the Dogs were at 3 
Joſs, runs to the next houſe and falls a pulling 
off the Tiles to look for her in the roof of the 
honſe. For might not this wiſe ſervant pre- 
| tend as good a Reaſon to excuſe kimie) as our 
Md Ou Autbos 
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Authors wiſe Reaſon that he here alleogeth > s, 
Far might he not ſay to his Maſter, Sir, your 


.- | Command was not to find out the Hare, bur 


onely to ſearch for it > Do we rot think now 
that this man did very well obey bis MaRRers. 
Command > and that he ought to be return'd 
an abundance of thanks for his pairs > for a= 
Ls poor Fellow ! he did as he was bidden, he 
looked for the Hare: nay poſlibly ke could 
give as good a Reaſon for th: m:nner of his 
earch as any is inall Humane Reaſon, vic. that 
be that will find what is loſt, mult ſearch as well 
where it is not, as where it is: ſo that he fol- 
lowed but his own Rcaſon in the ſearch , and 
therefore if our Author was his Maſter, he 
would without doubr- reſt very well ſatisfied: 
with him. | 
Secondly, Our Authors next Reaſon, p.67. 1s 
this, © Becauſe we lay the blaſphemous ac- 
© cuſatio » of injuſtice upon God, if he pus 
© niſh us for an Errour,that we could not a- 
cc void, | 
Theſe are his words : But I ſuppoſe it ſhould: 
be thus (if we ſay that be puniſh<th us f can 
Error we could notavyoid )for if God Almighty 
doth really puniſh vs for ſuch Errors, then it 
could be no blaſphemy in us to ſay ſo, neitker 
would it be any accufatio of injuſtice, but one- 
ly a declaration of the j I[2in Truth. | 
But what man ever ſaid fo, that underſtood 


what he ſaid , that God will puniſh us for Er- 
E Z rours 
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rours that we could ro ways avoid  WhkRt 
then is this Reaſvnto the purpoſe > Oh! yery 
muck, ſaith he, For are not all Errours ſuch 
which we. fa)l into after a full ſearch for Truth, 
according to the beſt means repreſented to our 
underſtanding > I grant it z Bur if we do not 
right'y inform our underſtanding when it is in 
our power todoitz nay, if we ſhall neg'eQ any 
ef thoſe means that God hath given us ferour 
information, then our Ertour will not be fuck 
as we could not aveid ; and conſequently with- 
out any Injuſtice God may and will puniſh os 
for jt, Whercfore he that ſhall out of wilful 


[| . pride —_— Authority or Revelation in fearch- 
ing for 


ruths that are moft properly found out 
by them, does not uſe the beſt and moſt proper 
means that God hath given him to that end; 
and therefore may as juſtly be punifhed for his 
folly (though he may think he follows his own 
Humane "96. in the ſearch) as that Servant 
did deſerve to be well rib-roaſted by his Ma- 
ſter for ſearching for the Hare at the top of the 
Houſe, beeauſ- he did not Jook for ber in the 
proper place to find her. 
The third Reaſon, p.68, '© Becauſe we ought 
«not to believe Errours of faith to be dame 
Cc n2ble. | 
But if theſe Errours be fundamental and ob- 
ſtinate'y continued in, againſt plain means of 
conviction,in oppoſition to authority; in ſpight 


; | of qur Authors Reaſon, I muſt believe them 
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damnable. Oh! no (ſaith he) for this is moſt 
wildly uncharitable : but why ſo> becauſe this 
was to damn millions of men, for one that ſha]! 
th, | beſaved. But this damns none but ſuch as wil 
our | fully and obſtinately continue in their errours, 
not | 2nd thereby become Hereticks ; nor them ne1- 
In f ther, for it is poſhble they may live to repent 
ny || and amend ; bur if they die in herefie, that the 
ur {| de indamable fins, we muſt believe, if we will 
ck I believe either St. Paul, Gal.s. 19,20, &''. who 
th N reckons up $Seditions and Herefies amongſt the 
vs ff reſtofthe Black Catalogue, which ſhall ſhut 
ul JI wout from the Kingdom of Heaven; or S Pe- 
i- { t&,»ho plainly tes us,that there are damnable 
ut }f Herefies, z Per.21, - 
'r | Nowifthis be contrary to charity to aſſert, 
3 | {cangot help ir, I have very good company in 
is F &y uncharitableneſs; for $.Pezcr and S.Paut arg 
no }f both guilty of it as well as I. Oh uncharitable 
t ff Apoſtles! that had no more pity, nor love,nof 
- | compaſſion in you to thoſe millions of diflemerg 
e | that were hereticks in your time, butthac you 
- | =uſt not onely believe, but pronounce the Br- 
ours in faith of the greateſt part of the World. 
t F tobe damnable Herefics ! even ſhift fer 
ſelves good Apoſties,for this Author harh char- 
ted you home with wild uncharitableneſs, 
His fourth Reaſon, Ibid. and p. 69. 
« We ought not to teach men that any Er- 
« rours in belief overthrow our hopes of ſal- 
' & yation, unleſs we could give:them 4 cota- 
E 4 c- logue 
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© lozue of thoſe Errours that do fo. 

But why > Becauſe this would be more un- 
comfortable then the other is uncharitable, for 
it would necefſirily lead men into deſpair, 

What then > Muſt we reach them tothrow 
away their Bibles, and renounce all the Articles 
ot the Chriſtian Faith, and wholly to commit 
themſelves to the guidance of their own Reaſon, 
(as our Author ſeems to do, p.65,) and that 
then they ſhall be ſafe enough, and need not fur- 
ther trouble their heads with matters of Faith 
or Religion, No, ſurely there is a middle way 
waich 1s plain for all men to walk in , whick 
ought to be ſhewn them, (4. e.) this : That 
ſome errours of Faith aredamnable, though not 
allz and we may eaſily give them a general 
Catalogue of what ecrours are ſo, by whick 
they may judge of particulars. | 

Thoſe Errours of Faith are damnable which 
are wilfully run into, and all ſuch as are conti- 
nued in, in oppoſition to the Authority of the 
Church perverſly and obſtirvately : and thus our 
Author hath ageneral Catalogue of what Er- 
rours are damnable ; let him make what uſe of 
it he can, 

The fifth Reaſon, p.69, and 70. is this. 

« Becauſe we cannot know our fault, and 

** therefore have no means of repenting ofit : 

«and conlequently cannot expe& pardon 

«c for it ;. there being ne forgiveneſs without 

© repentance , and repentance , impoſſible 


with- 


(105) 


« without kr.owledge ef oor fault, 

Butif this be true, it would damn all man- 
kind, For who is there that hath ever had a 
particular knowledge of all the fins thar he hath 
committed? ſs that there mult be many of them 
according to this Gentlemans reaſon, unrepen! - 
ed off, and conſequently unpardoned. What's 
become of this Gentlemans great charity which 
be hath always boaſted of ? for thi» opinion 1s 
much more uacharitable then any of thoſe 
Whoſe unchacitablereſs he hath ſo much dem 
claimed againſt. But (thanks be to God) this 
1s not true, For ſure we are, David doth repent 
dim of thoſe faults which he had no xnowledge 
of, P(. 19. 12. in that Prayer of his , wbo can 
mderſiend bis errours ? cleanſe thou me from my. 
ſecret faults, By which the Royal Prophet mult 
mea1ſuch faults as he himſe}f had forgotten , 
and had no knowledge of ;. elſe the firſt part of 
the verſe, v hich is the reaſon of the following 
petition, could have no coherence with the lat- 
ter, which is the petirion-it ſelt grounded upon 
the former, Befides, Why can we have no 
knowledge of onr fault uvleis it be committed 
ag1inlt our own Reaſo: ? For though we err 
only againſt Autrority ,and are for a time blind- 
ed with prejudice, ſothat we cannot at preſ.nt 
ſee our errour, is it not poſſible that the preju- 
dice afterwards may be removed, by a du: in- 
formation from others, or by our own ſerjous 
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it is peſfible, then there is nothing of truth nor 
confequence in this Reaſor; 
His fixth Reaſon, p. 70. is this, 

« The great p: obability of truth on all fides, 
*© even the erring ones, ought to make us be- 
&« ltxve that God will not punifh thoſe that 
c« err. 

To this I anſwer, If our errours be ſuch 2 
are not the effeRs or cauſes of any fin in us, we 
have no reafon to think but God will pardon 
them ; But if our errours are the effeRs of wile 
ful ignorance , pride, or idleneſs; or if they 
have led us into ſchiſm and herefte , and con- 
tempr of authority,then we can have no hopes of 
pardon without amendment, wherefore ſin be- 
ine moſt commonly, either the cavſe or the ef- 
fe of our errours, or both ; it proves that 
there is no ſmall danger in them, 

But there is no ſuch great danger from er. ours 
(ſaith this Gentleman) p: 71. 

« For it is not confiſtent with the goodneſs 

* of God to have made truth ſo difficult tobe 
« found out, if he intended to puniſh the miſs 
* of it with eternal puniſhments, 

To thjs I anſwer. That where the difficulty 

farpaſſeth the heJps that God hath given us,we 
need not fear that Ged will puniſh us eternally 


for not finding out ſuch truths. For if they had. 


been neeeflary to be known for our ſalvation, 


they ſhould have been ſujted to our capacity. | 


But if we are wilfully ignorant of anyneceffary 
"ke, truths, 


(107) 


truths, then it is not contrary to the goodneſs 
of God to punifh us eternally for it, as well as 
for any other fin which we die in without re- 
ntance, For the ſame thing might as well. 
urged to free men from eternal puriſhment, 
for mot other fins as well as this of wilful er- 
four, For ſince it is ſo very difficult to fleſh 
blood, to abſtain from thoſe fins which profit 
and pleaſure tempts us to, and ſo caſte torun 
into them 3 nay lince there is but one Way of 
exaRt yertue, which is the middle way for thoſe 
many hundreds that lead to vitious extreams 5: 
and ( as he ſaith of rruth ) there is no certain 
mark ſet upon that one , to diſtinguiſh it frem 
others ; he may therefore 25 well think it incone 
ſtent with the divine goodneſs to puniſh men 
eternally for their vices, as for their errours z 
ſince the reaſon is the very ſame in both, — 
Bot now ſuppoſing it was true ( which he | 
can never prove) that God would not puniſh us 
for our wilfol errours, yet ſince th. conſequence 
of errours doth . y lead us into the mote 
0 


] 
damnable fins, it therefore behooveth us (if 
we tender our eternal happineſs) to take care to 
preſerve our ſelves fi om errour, which may be 
not only of dangerous, but of damnable con- 


ſequence ro-us. 
What then is the wiſeſt way for the moſt of 


men, tg guard themſclyes from theſe dangess ? 
This 1s a queſtion well worth our confi ra- 
tion, if wethiuk we have ſach ſouls in us, 38 


4h 
' i 0 


are efdangered by errour to be eternally loft 
and miſerable. | 

Whart then muſt the common people here a- 
mongſt us (the greateſt part of which, haye 
ſcarce reaſon enough to demonſirate themſelvcs 
te be men ) do to ſecure themſe] ves ? 

I anſwer, It is the ſafeſt way for them | 
to relie upon the Church, eſpecially inall mat. 
ters of indifferency and of unneceflary dilputes: 
and upon ſeme of thoſe Guides which the 
Church hath lawfully called and authorized in 
all caſes of conſcience, 

For fince (as this Gentleman tells us) many, 
nay moſt of men, and the wiſeſt of men have 
erred (though they have had all the advgntages 
to improve their reaſons, that this world could 
afford them ) how ſhould any ordinary man, 
who is void of all he'ps but bis own natural 
reaſon, dareto rely upon it alone, in buſineſs 
of fo great concern as his eternal happineſs or 
miſery > Eſpecially, fince he doth not think it 
- convenient to rely upon it in buſineſs of lefler 
concern, vi7, That of his health or eſtate. 

Now [I appeal to all men, that in difficult ca- 


ſes do conſult their Lawyer and Phy fician;whe- 


ther they do not think it ſafer to rely upon their 
judgements, then to be governed only by theme 
ſelves ? they muſt ſay they de fo, elſe they, weie 
mad to conſult them , and give them mony for 
nothing. Sothatthis Author hath the ſuffrage 


' 'telts 
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of all wiſe men againſt his opinion , when be. 


(rog) 


tells us that upon the account of ſafety , we 
_ ought to commit our ſelves wholiy to our own 
- © realon in the ſearch of truth. Nay I will rcfer 

it to bhimſelt, and challenge him upon his re- 
$ FF putation (if he hath any letr ) to tell me whe= 
ther his own pra@iſe doth not contradi@ his 0« 
pinion ? that js, whether or n_ he conlults his 
ownrea'on, and commits himſelf wholly to the 
; guidance of it, in caſe> that concern his Ife and 
eltate, or whether he is guided by.the DoRorz 
| and the Barriſter ? 

To this perhaps he will anſwer, that he li- 
mits his diſcourſe to the ſerch of R<ligious 
truths, in which it is moſt ſafc for us terely 
upon our own Reaſon. 

But I pray you, Sir, .why not then inal! o- 
ther ? can you ſhew me any cauſe of difference? 
If you ſay becauſe Religion is grounded upon 
probabilities, I Anſwer , ſo-is Phy ſick upon 
much more uncertainty then Religion ; and the 

| Law js no leſs built upon uncertainties in many 
caſes which have not been determined by.pre- 
fidents, Burt ſuppoſe:that religious matters are 
mare intricate and obſcure, and leſs certain 
then other things 3 fince crrours in Religion 
are no lefs dangerous to gur Souls, then er- 
rours in Law and Phy fick are to our Eſtates a 
Lives, (if we believe we have any ſouls) We | 
ought then to be more carecfull ro co:ſulr our- 
Guides of Conſcience, then we are to take ad- | 
vice of our Lawyer or Phyſician. But experi- 
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ence and pradtiſe is = beſt teacher. 

- Letus now ſuppoſe every private perionto 
be whol} eons, ".20y ro ho Daldence of his 
own reafon ( acco:ding to this Author's Do- 
Arine ) and let us ſee what ſafety he enjoys 

thereby, 
| For then ſuppofing he meets with a cunning 
| Gentleman from Rome (that hath bcen broght 
| up in all advantages of Learning and Educati- 
| en)that ſhould taffle his reaſon for the defence 
of Proteſtantiſm, then if he will a& rationally 
S he muſt preſently turn Papiſt ; and fo vice verſa. 
# The ſame taing would alſo hold if he ſhould be 
# bafed by any Jeſuit,under the diſguiſe of any 
$ other $<Qary whatſoever : for he muſt ſo of- 
BE ten change his Religion as he meets with more 
= crafty Dilputants than himſeif, By which means 
mY hc might every hour have a ſeveral religion; 
$8 and change fo often till at laſt he had quitted 
$8 all rcligion and turn'd Atheiſt, which we ſee 
& to be the ordinary cenſequence of frequent 
[HIER changes. Nay further, ſuppoſe he meets with 
IEEE ſome ſubtle Jeſult in diſguiſe ( whoſe buſineſs 

2g it is to convert men, firſt ro debauchery, then 
HEE to Atheiſm, and fo by degrees to Popery) who 
0829. ſhould baffle all his reaſons for the praRice of 


12S vertue, nay for the immortality of his Soul and 
1HWEE for the being of God ( as it may well be ſup- 
WI pos d where there is fo great a difference in the 
WIE advantages of the perſons ) What then will be- 
"F come of him, if he commits himſelf only to the 

{| | ' guidance 
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wg of kis own reaſon ? he muſt then pres 
e 


. hath no more ſoul then his horſe or any other 
| beaſt, and that he tall die and periſh lik: one 


' without any excuſe. Is not this perſon now 
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ntly commence Brute , and believe that he 


of them : nay he muſt turn Atheiſt and not on- 
ly dery the Lord that bought him , but that 
God that made him, and fo be left alrogether 


very ſafe (think you) under the guidance of 
his own reaſon 2 If therefore 1t be ſafe fot us to 
fun into Popery, Herefie, and Atheiſm, let us 
follow 2ur own Reaſons, and wholly commir 
our ſelves to our own guidance : if not, Let ns 
fo'low the Church of England,and thoſe guides 
which ſhe hath ſet over us in all difficult caſes, 
of which we our ſelves cau be no competent 
judges; and when we are preſs'd with any ar- 
gument for a change in our religion ( which we 
are not able to anſwer ) let us repair toour 
own Jawful Minifter, or to ſome ether that 
ſhall direX us, for a ſatisfattion of our 
doubts and objeRions, ” 
And though this may ſeem a Paradox 1n this 
Age ef Schitm and FaCion ; yet the relying on 
the Church is the very fame direQion that St, 
Paul gives, » Tim. 3-15, where he calls the 
Church of God, The piller and ground of irath, 
For ifſo, then all that are Chriftians, ought to 
rely upon this pillar , and to build their faith 
upon that which is the ground of truth. Burl 
know he there means the Univerſal Church. 
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But yon'l ſay, how thould I (who am an il- 
Urerate perſo\, or a private Gentleman., and 
underſtand'mt the Janguages in which the Sc11- 

tures and ether Church- writings ar2 pen'd) 

now what the Do@rine of the Univerſal 
Church is ? for I am not able to ſearch for the 
Chriſtian DoRrine my ſelf. 

I arſw.r , Rea4 the Scriptures in Engliſh, 

and praQtiſe thoſe things that are plain and ea 

fre in them : and as for difficuit diſpures either 
let them quite alone, or elſe conſult in all diſt- 
cul:1es the direRions of your own Church, the 
Church of England, by thoſe guides which ſhe 
bath ſer over you, But may not theſe deceive 
me too, as wejl 'as my own Reaſon > 

I Anſwer, It is probable that they whoſe 
bufineſs it is ta Rudy thoſe thin:s, mult know 

| them more certainly then I , wao have never 
had time nor convenience to ſtudy them. 
BE Burtſuppoſing they ;hould deceive me, as long 
BE asl amin this life, I ſhall always be ſubjeRto 
& errour ; and if I do fo;low thele dire&ions ſure 
I am, it is their fault and rot mine, if they | ad 
| me into. errour ; for I have done what I could 
to prevent it : and ſure I am, I cannot this way 
be ledinto Popery, Infidelity and Atheiſm ( as 
I may beifl who'ly commit my ſelfto the ſoic 


_— ——————————— 


| delity and Atheiſm by her full and ſhort Cate- 
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idance of my ownreaſon ) fince our Church. 
S$ hath ſo plainly guarded us againſt rH Jdolatry. 
| of Rome in its plain Homilies, and againft Infi-. 


— | chiſm 
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chiſm, and by allowirg us the uſe of the Scri= 
ptures, 1 dare confidently aver, that there is 
noways in the world L.ft for us that are unlear- 
ned, to keep us ( without a miracle) from Here- 
fie and Schiſm, or Popery and Atheiſm, but on» 
ly by this method that I have now laid down. 

Iflam miſtaken, I ſhall be very tharkfu) to 
any one that will ſhew me wherein: If I am 
not miſtaken, I muſt deſire our Author to give 
me leave to think, thar the Authority of the 
Church is a ſafer Gaide to me then my own 
Reaſon : and conſequent]y, that all his boaſt of 
lafety is nothing elſe but meer impertinence 
and falſhood. 

Several things (it is poſſible) will be ebjeR- 
ed againſt this method which I have laid down 
for the ſafety of all private Gentlemen, and 
men of ordinary capacity , eſpecially for com- 
mon people; which was this, 

That every one ſhould rely upon the Church of 
England, and thoſe Guides of Conſcience which 


| ſhe bath authorized in all difficult caſes and doubt- 


- matters, which ſurpaſs his own abilitics t0 
HAPE Of. / 7 : X 
L ſ | this it may be objeRed, Fir, That 


Again ed gage 
this 1s ro run into the ſame implicit Faich whic 


we condemn in the Romaniſts 3 and put out our 
own eyes that we may ſec with other mens. 
I anſwer, Not ar all : for I allow every one 


the free uſe of the Scriptures and their own na” 
ſons in all matters that are within the m_— 
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their capacity, and within thei proper ſphear I #1 
ef ARion : and for all others that are above If| 6b 
' them, I have ſkewn them (Iam ſure) the ſafeſt Il pf 


guide I can poſſibly find. If any body can I on 
produce a ſafer I:t them, and they will do very I no 
good ſerviee to the publick, m1 
|. Secendly, It may be objeAed, That by this IF 
| Direction, they that are Papiſts (eſpecially the I © 
' common fort of them) are in no_poflibility t@ | 
| befreed from the Roman Toke ; and conſequent- I Ii 
| Iy muſt continue in Idolatry, and therefore in Þ} th 

Ss moſt imminent peril of damnation. in 
= [I anſwer, I gave net this direQion to Papiſts, I 4 
$ or thoſe that are without our Church ; For ff k 
&S what have I to do to jadge them that are } 
without? But to thoſe who ace, or ought to : 
e 


| be obedient Children of the moſt Criſtian 
' and. render Mother the Church of England; 
; who isguilty of no corruption from the Pri- 
| mitive Chriſtianity, either in DoRcine or Wor- 
= ſhip , who cnjoyns the Belicf of no new Artt- 
=E cles of Faith, nor no Idelatrous Worſhip, nor 
= commands any thing that is finſul to be obeyed; 
BE the contrary to which the Church of Rome 1s 
=E molt apparently guilty of, T7 1 
| Now refer it to any man, or to all mankind 
to judge which is the ſafeſt way for us of the 
Church of England; whether to perſwade ail 
of our Communion to be governed by their 
own Reaſon, and fo to endanger the loſs of the 
greateſt part of them that are now free _ 
hs S 
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(115) | 
muſt continue ſo, ſo long as th:y continue tn 
obedience to our Church) from all fear of Po- 
piſh [dolatty, and thereby to expoſe them not. 
omely to all filfe Religions, but eyen to be of 
noReligion at all, for fear of ufing fuch Angy= 
ments to ſecure th m, as might-if uf. d to 1gn6+ 
ant Papiſts, continue them in their Errours and. 
fir their converfion to our Church ; of 

which we cannot have half ſogreat a probabi- 

lity, as there is of loſing, or at leaſt hazarding 
their Souls, who now are not, nor never can be 
in any danger, ſo long as they continue in 6be- 
dience to their own Church > or whether 1t Is 
fafer for them to be kept by Laws in the Com- 
mmnion of the Church of Englend, and in obe- 
denceto her InjunRions in all honeſt and law. 
fulthings, which is all that our Church requires 

even of the Clergy themſelyes, ; 

Thirdly, Another ObjeRion may be this. 

That poffibk it is out Church may inte, 
25 well as the Church of Rome _ formerly 
was a Church as free from all corruption as 
Ours js now ) degenerate into the very ſame 
Crimes which we now blame Romr for. 

I anſwer, That then our Church: muſt be 
Quite aſtered from what it is at preſent, and I 
Onely propofe my Method of Safety to all illi- 
terate Perſors in Her preſent Communion 3 
and therefore am not at all concerned for fa- 
tire contingencies.” But if ever She ſhould be 
changed from her Primittve Parky ( which 


F4 g ( $5 "3% 6 I AK w_ 
e S ll "5 © SITS ©» 


wet Gent Ard edt Fa toad , 
2 >. $4 K+ SCG E - Tora he £ 2 . _ OS SEV 
* - 4 bp * WG 0 
Pen 1 1 eg WEL, * kc 2 © Wat. 4 Y OT. 5 
2 A P 
» = 


God forbid) .then, and not till then, will this 
ObjeQion deſerve an Anſwer, For if poſhbi- 
lities of Errour may render Separatian allowa- 
ble, we muſt never be fit in any Church, till 
we can come to that which is triumphat in 


Heaven : nay , neither can any man be free. 


from a poſlibility of Errour as long as he is here 
on Earth,let him propoſe to himſelf what Guide 
he can: And Idare appeal to any man that 
Is rational, whether he muſt not think that his 
own Reaſon may in all probability lead him 
into Errours much ſeoner then the Guides of 
the Church, eſpecially in ſuch things as he is 
not a capable Judge of. For ſurely every mans 
own Reaſon is much more ſubjeR to a poflibi- 
lity of Errors, then an whole Church is to a 
poſſibility of a total change and alteratio. 
So that it mult ſtill remain mach-ſafer to rely 
upon the Church ( according to the Rule [ 
have laid down) then it is to rely wholly upon 
our own Reaſon. 

4. The laſt ObjeRion I ſhzll anſwer Is this. 

That if we that are illiterate muſt rely upan 
our Church 11 all things above our capacity, 
that then we ought to bave praiſed the fame 
Rule when we were Members of the Church 
of Rome, and conſequently ought never to have 
ſeparated from it: and therefure that our Re- 
formers were Schiſmaticks, 

To this Fanſwer , That the Romiſh Do@rine 
of Tranſubſtantiatio1, and their Idolatry in 

| wor- 


(117) : 
wlipping the Hoſt, &c. beſides the Popes 
Ufurpation upon our Regal Authority, was ſo 
lirely contradiRory to the Word of God that 
he muſt needs ſee it that doth not wilfully ſhut 
his eyes. 

Kecondly, Our Reformation was catried on not 
by Private Perſons but by the Publick Power 
& the Nation, and by all the'wiſeſt and moſt 
arned Men in it. And conſequently ic could be 
noSchiſm, it being granted upon fo warranta- 
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f To conclude all this Difcourſe , Let all Cir- 
s If cumſtances be impartially conſidered as they 
5 WE arenow in the Church of England, and Idare 
- ff ttfer the Queſtion ro the Writer of Humane 
| Bf Zecſos himſelf, wherher ir is not a-muck ſafer 
\ I "ay (for the common People eſpecially) to Fe-. 
le upon her judgment, then upon their own ? 
And whether it is ſafer for the Publick to 
maintain the eſtabliſhed Religion by the exc-. 
cution of our Laws, or to let Hell break looſe 
amongſt us by a general Toleration of all Reli- 
gions,and by confequence of all debauchery and 
Atheiſm, I refer to our Government to confider, 
Nowfor our Authors next Argument ch 
he would prove his Opinion to De moſt naturs];: 
if he had ſaid purely natural » WE might well 
have granted-it-him 3 for it is 25 fooliſh anone 
as one would wiſh. | 
The Argument is grounded upon 2 retty 


limilitude (which our Author loves, as 


as 


Nle a Cauſe, and done in ſo-erder]y a manner. 
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way read it.at lengt®, p, 72, te the 78, for [ 
tave ſomething elle ts do then to beſtow cime 
to tranſcribe it. 

The ſum of it is this, vtx. 

*© That as in all viſible Objefts we appeal 
* to the eye and ſenſe of ſecing ; and make 
« noappeals from it, either to other ſenſes, or 
«to revelation, : : ſo in all rational Obje&s 
& we muſt have recourſe onely to our Reatons, 
« and muſt in no caſe appeal from thence ; 
« and eſpecially in matters of Religion. For 


= Religion was the main deſign of mans Crea- 
| Crion. 


But. gow if in viſible Obje&s there is an 


| appeal to our higher faculties, then (by vertue 
| of this Gentlemans own Metaphor) there may 
| and ought to be an appeal frem our Reaſon e- 
; ven in rational Objs to ſome more certain 
| Judge where it may be had. 


. That there is ſuck an appeal in viſible Ob- 


Jets from our ſenſe of ſeeing to eur nnderſtan- 


ding, is evident in all thoſe Caſes in which 


| Either the Eye or the medium is defeQiye or 
' diſturbed , as he himſeif doth acknowledge, 
| Þ. 74. to which I need add but this one Inſtance, 
| The Stars appear to our eyes to be no bigger 
| then the Nails in the mea of a Cart-wheel , 
| though they are ( as Aſtronomers do demon= 
' firate) vaſtly greater then the whole Earth, 


$8 Now then jt is as clear as the Sun that there 
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| 2s he doth his Miſtreſs) they that have a mind 
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muſt be an appeal from our ſenſes, otherwiſe 
ve muſt believe that rhe Stars are very incone 
fderable things, and that the Sun it ſelf is no 
bigger then a Buſhel ; becauſe we ſee them ap- 
pear of no greater Dimenſions. 

From whence there can be nothing more e- 
rident then this, That as in vifible 'Ob- 
jets the Soul can make no certain judg= 
ment when the Senſe is diſcas'd or defeRive, 
or the Medium is diſturb'd ; and that as when 
the appearance of vifible ObjeRs to our Senſes 
doth contradi& our rational Facultics, we be- 
lieve our Reaſon rather then our Eyes : ſo our 
Souls can paſs no certain ſentence concerning 
intelligible things when her underſtanding is 
any way s diſturb'd, and when the ObjeQ is too 
bighfor our Reaſon ; and that we ought there ' 
fore to appeal from our Reaſon when It con- 
tradiQs any higher and better Demonſtration , 
particularly when it ſeems to contradit Di. 
rine revelatian, becauſe we muſt be affared 
that the Reaſon of God is much more certain 
and infallible then the Reaſenof many un!ec's 
 Hunegze Reaſon teacheth us to think our ſelves 
wiſer then God. . 

So that from this Mctaphor (if fimi/itudes 
may paſs for Arzuments , as they do with * our 
Author, who ſcarce uieth any other ) it '7ol- 
lows that as in viſible Objefs we mult not a 
Ways believe our eyes,ſo neither in intelligible 
Objc&s muſt we always believe our ws 
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} the gbjceR then himlclf ; ſo he mu 
; Very pragmatical, if not mad, who will believe 
, onely his own Reaſon againſt the judgment of. 
; thouſands of others, who are all wiſer then. 
| himſe}fhe then muſt be a pragmatical fool that 
W will believe his own Reaſon when it contradias 


the Reaſon of moſt men being depraved and 


blinded with prejudice and paſlion, 1gnorance 


and intereſt, is no more to be beljeved then the 
eye that js diſtempered with the Jaundile or any 
other Diſcaſe ; and therefore that is a madnets 
ſor moſt men to give themſelves up wholly to 
the guidance of their own Reaſons, 

Nay it futther follows from hence, that as he 


' would be thought a mad man, or at leaſt a ve- 


ry pragmatical fellow, who will believe his 


| | own eyes againſt the teſtimony of thouſands of 


others, who bave greater advantages of ſecing 
be thought 


the Univerſal me of the whole Church. 


Pr | So that our Authors ngularity in Lenouncing 
BE 32! Authority (his ewn Argument proves) is4 
& picce of the greateſt pride and folly. 


. Now, Sir, you ſee how eafic it is to retort 


j your little fimilies upon your ſelf; -and what a 


great advantage you gain ro your Cauſe; by 


F making true compariſons of things. I do be- 
Y licve your witis good , bur your | 


uck is ftark 
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_ Wherefore all that this Gentleman hath got. 
by ibis Argument, is, That he hath made a Rod: 
for bis own Breech. For he bath hereby fully de-. 
monſtrated the folly of his whole Book, for 
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| woght 2 fimilitudes: fince therefore they have 


proved ſo unlucky to you, let me adviſe you as 


Fafiiend, not to uſe them any more for demon-= 


trations; and then I am very confident that 
the world will net be troubled with any more 
of your ſcribling. | 

But now let us ſuppoſe our Author's conſe- 
quence to be good, and his metaphors to be 
demonſtrative ; and let us but oſerve the na» 
tural tendency of it ;z and if that will not be 
luficient to demonſtrate the danger and folly 
e his opinjon, I know not what can. 

For if becauſe God hath given us our rea- 
ſon to be our guide, in all inteligible matters, 
and conſequently in matters of Religion (as he 
bath given us our eyes to guide us in all viſible 


objets ) and that therefore there muſt lie no 


appeal from our reaſon In any matters of faith 
a religion ; why then doth it not hold in all 
matters of Law and Juſtice ? 

I cha)lenge him to ſhew me any reaſon if he 
can,for is it not the office of our reaſon to guide 
us as well in all other matters,as in the concerns 
of religion 2 andy et ſurely there is no man (un- 
les it be this Author) can be ſo ſenflels to 
think otherwiſe, then that he which lives in2 
ſociety muſt ſubmit the external exerciſe of his 
own private reaſon to the publick laws, or elſe 
that ke ought to be caſt out of the prog 
of that ſociery., and to have no bene tof tho'e 


laws, which he will cot ſubmit to: and yet is It 
OY FN ps not 


rot natural for every manto govern himſelf by 
bis own Reafon in every particular concern and 
aQion of tis if: as well as in Religion > Muſt 
then our Goveri:eurs out of pure good nature 
cancel all our Laws, and pive every man leaye 
to follow the guidance of his own Reaſon alone 
In all things, becaule it is moſt narural to every 
wan to be ſo guided > What an unnatural 
Parliament have we, that will hang men for 
Stealing or Marder? for hath not Nature given 
every man hands to take ſuch things as he hath 


need of > and why fhould he not kill any man 


who oppoſeth him in making ufe of his natural 
right topreſerve his life ? | 

Thus our Authors natural Argument ſerves 
In its dire& conſequence to diflglve all ſociety, 
and to deſtroy all Law and Right: or elſe to de- 
monſtrate hiniſelf to be a meer Natural, in net 
ſeeing the ſo obvious and pernicious conle- 
quence of it z or ſomething worſe if he did ſee 
it, and yet dared to infinuate it by little fimilics 
into the fickle heads of the ſelf-conceited mul- 
titude, But perhaps it was onely pure good 
'natureinhim, For is it not a great deal of pi- 


ty that men ſhould be reſtrained from the free 


uſe of that which is ſo natural to every one, 3s 
3s his own Reaſon ? 

But I cannot for my life imagine what 
ſhould pur our Author into ſo ſuddena Fit of 
good nature ; for (if I am not deccived in the 
— Perſon) the Gentleman is not always guilty . 
it; 
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it; certainly there was ſome particujar cauſe 
for it at neg Sr and perhaps it was this, To 
draw in the Women for Toleratian, that ſo they 
night draw in the men, For, 
So 'nd:ans draw in tbe Female 
Elephans, &inveigle the Male. 

And one good turn requires another z ſo that ' 
thoſe kind ſouls of thac Sex that know them {} 
elves apt to miſtake another man for their own 
busband, are extreamly obliged te this Gentle- 
mans Humane Reaſon and good nature, and 
therefore they ought to be of his Party ; for he 
bath moſt effe&vally and demonſtratively 
pleaded their cauſe. For when the good man 
peeps th:ough his horns and fees lomething 
that makes them begin to ſtand on an end for 
anger at his Wife, ſhe need but onely tell him 
that ſhe did but make that natuial uſe of her 
parts, which her own Reaſon did diQtate to her, 
and that ſhe truly knows ro reaſon to the con- 
tary, why ſhe might not make that natural uſe 
of her tail to get a livelyhood by, as well as 0> 
thers do of their hands or their tongues 3 and 


i= F the poor Cuckold muſt reſt folly ſatisfied with 


this anſwer of his wife, «and put bis horns in his 
Pocket, and ſneak away for fear of being ac- 
Foes .an irrational Coxcomb, for not une 
trſtanding Humane Reaſon. 

I wondet now, heel all the Whores and 


Rogues, as well as the Quakers, did not come 


ind return this Avthor thanks tor his B 
Loon mr” jy as 
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Itis a great deal of pity they did not z What 8 
goodly company of Friends would there have 
met together ! and hew lovingly would they li 
have greeted and embraced one inother with 
the clole hug ! | | 
Now Thave done with this Gentlemans Na-Bits, 
Lurals, and muſt proceed to take a view of hisighe 
' Politicks, and it would be very ſtrange if theſeFthe m 
ſhould not be as like the former, as ever ary{Thror 
Child was to the Parents. ies, | 
His third Argument, p.78. isthis: pretet 
© That it is likewiſe moſt agreeable to the ion, 
© good and intereſt of Humane Society, for Fi 
«all Wars of late Years have been either real-© Sec 
«ly for Religion, or at leaſt that hath beenJJniſhn 
« one of the chief pretences; which if it were Bu 
© quite taken away, the people could not the h 
* thereby be drawn into a' civil , or foreign that 
« War, | 
Fare you well for a Politician. pion 
What ! muſt all R-ligion be remoyed out of | mult 
the World?Surely never any man in the heathen on'y 
Politicks ever found ſuch an affertion as this, } Sotl 
much leſs amongſt any that did but ſo much as rant 


-Pretend to the name of a Chriſtian, then 
Neither is this aflertion more contrary to f tlice 
Chriſtianity, then it is to true Politicks, obl1 


For I dare undertake to demonſtrate, that no ff at a) 
other ps Io whatſoever,onely Religion,canf thei, 
-be the main ſupport and foundation of Society : | priv 


So that if Religion be removed, the Socler to by 
my 


aNmtneceflarily fall 5 and conſequently, whoZ 
ever endeavours to undermine and deſtroy Re- 
lgion, is a publick enemy to all mankind, * 
For (fetting afide Religion) there is no o= 
ther Principle that can Hop men goed ſub. 
a=Fittts, good children,or good ſervants: nay to go 
isFligher ſtill, nothing but Religion implanted in 


leFſthe minds of men, can preterve Princes in their 


'7 © Thronzs, or Parents or Maſters in thejr Fami= 
ies. There can be but two Principles that can 
pretend todo it (that I know of) beſides Relij- 

ce F gon, and thoſe are, 

ry Firſt, Ser.ſe of Honour and Repuration, 

-F Secondly, Fear of Laws and Temporal Pus 

1 niſhments, 

But that neither of theſe can do it without 


e 
the help of Religion,will be evident to any man 


that will but allow kimf-1f a due conſideration 
it, For ſuppoſing all men were rid of Reli- 
gion, then the grand Maxim by whica they 
muſt rationally govern their a&ions, muſt be 
M'y their own pretent preſ-rvation and welfare; 
S0that whatſoever makes for their preſent ad- 
Tantage, can be no ways diſhonourable tor 
them in their own thoughts ; and as fora d;= 
eſteem or dithonour from others, it would only 
oblige them tv aR their crimes in ſecret, not 
Aallto avoid them. For if they did but at 
their Villanies (though never ſo horrid) fo 
privately, that other men could n.t know them 


to be the ARors or the Authors of them , they 
; ; F 3 wou'd 
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would thereby be fecurc enough from 311 diſho. 


nour f- om their Actions. And as for the fear of 


Laws, the very ſame thing, viz. ſecreſic in their 
ations would equally ſecure them from the pu- 
niſhment of the Laws, as from diſgrace, 

$0 that if T can prove that the horcid(ſt mur- 
ders may poſſibly be committed fo privately , 
that the World ſhall not know the Authors nor 
the Aors of them (which is eafily demonſira- 
ble ro him that conſiders how eakie it is to be 
guilty of Perjury and Forgery z and that there 
are ſuch things as Fire, Poiſons, and Poniards in 
the World : ) and that in moſt Kingdoms and 
Families mens preſent intereſt would incite them 
(had thcy no better principle to govern them) 
to the worlt of Villanies, even ſuch as would 
ruine all Government either bf Nations or Fa- 
milies,it will follow, that neither ſenſe of honor 
nor f-ar of Laws,could keep men from them, 

Now that mens preſent intereſt would p:ompt 
them ro the murder of their Prince 1s moſt evi. 
dent in the next heir to the Crown, for would 
It not prompt him to remove his Father, that 
be might alcend the Throne, and ſway the Sce- 
pter , which he could not hope todo as long as 
his father lived > Neither could diſgrace keep 


him from this murder, if it was but done pri- 


yately ; and much leſs could fear of temporal 


puniſhments jn the leaſt deter him from this 


hortid murder of his Prince and Father , uns 


. els it were fear of thoſe that might be ſuppoſed 
I | from 
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o. rom religious Principles, For his Father is | 


of Þ no ſooner dead, but jn all hereditary Monar- 
deir chies the next Heir is aRual y Supream ; and 
PU- therefore above all Humane Judicature of the 
| Laws, and all corporal or capitat puniſhments 
ur- F fom tris Subzets. . 
ly» Neither would the Governours of Families 
10r be much more ſecure from their next Heirs, © 
ra- E whoſe Intereſt would lead them to murder ' 
be F their Fathers, that ſo they might enjoy their 
re F Eſtates that would deſcend to them by Inhe- 
in I rtance, Now (was there not 2 Conſcience and 
d NF f:cret dread of Religion that awed the minds of 
m } Children from the thoughts of ſo horrid Vile 
) F [avies) it would be too exfie for thoſe that live 
d F under theſame roof, and have all opportunities 
- I dlecrefie intheircrimes, to a any Villany ſo 
r | Privately that their intereſt ſhould lead} them 
to, 2s that they ſhould never without a 'Mira- 
: | de be diſcovercd, 1294 - 
\ | Bat ſuppoſing they ſhould be diſcovered, it 
Is onely death which is the utmoſt puni-hmene 
they can fear, which (according to the Atheiſts 
Principles) would be noſuch dreadful matter ; 
for it would onely put- an end-to all thoſe trou- 
bles and diſquiets they here labour under, 

Now that this wold be the conſequence 
that would enſue, if mens minds were free 
from Religious dreads, is evident from the pra- 
Rice of debaucked perſ»ns, who have run 


themſelves into Atheiſm. For we {ce they 
F 4 tick 
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ſtick not to hazard their lives daily for the ſa: 
risfaion'of their luſts by rhe perpetration of 
any Villanies (even Theft and Murder no: ex- 
cepted) for hopes of a very ſmall and inconſi- 
derable gain in compariſon of that whick the 
death of a Father would afford the next Heir : 
nay, we ſee that amongſt wiſe and ſober men, 
the Merchant doth expoſe his I'fe and eſtate to 
the moſt uncertain of all things,cven the Winds 
and the Wave, for the hopes of a far more un- 
certain gain then this wonld be to the Heir: 
and the SouJdier doth daily bid defiance to 
Death jn the epen Field, onely for the ſake of 
a poor livelyhood. 

What then could preſerve our Houſes, Towns, 


3nd Cities from Fire, our Lives or our E- 


ſtates from perjury , or our Pcrfons from poy- 
fon and poniard, ot our Wives from abuſing 
our Beds, or our Neighbours from cheating us, 
was all Religion rooted out of the World ? 
Would not a Commenwealth of Men be ſoon 
worſe then a Deſert of Beaſts, Reaſon enabling 
men to do more miſchief one to another, and te 
aQ it more privately and effeually then the 
Brutes > We cannot then bur fee by this time 
how abſoJutely necefſary Religion Is to the 
good and weltare of all Mankind, and all So- 
Cieties. Wherefore thoſe Gentlemen that de- 
light to promote Atheiſtical Diſcourſes (ſor- 
ry I am to think this Age ſhould afford any 
ſuch of that quality ) do expoſe themſclyes 7 


: 
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be thought Enemies to aJl Mankind by all wiſe 
men, and never to be truſted by any but incon- 
fderate Fools, Had they therefore a trueſeriſe 
of their own reputation , they would never be 
guilty of that groſs folly, to ſay, #berc 7s 20. 
G04; or openly to countenance Atheiſm, 

I hope this Gentleman onr Author hath no 
ſuch Deſign, tbough by his excufing Atheiſm 
before, as well as by his words in this place he 
bath given me too much Reaſon to fuſpeR It. 

I pray God ovr Magiftrates may take care 
torevive thoſe Laws that may pur a ſtop to 
the grewth of Atheiſm amongſt us, which they - | 
are obliged to do, even for their own preſent 
preſervation, unleſs they can think it ſafe [at 
our Nation ſhould be quite overrun with ſuch 
a ſort of Villains , that will ſtick at nothing 
(though never ſo helliſh a crime ) when their 
preſent intereſt, or the ſati>faRion of ſome 
bruitiſh luſt ſhall prompt them to it, For if 
theſe grow numerous, they themſelves wi l not 
be in a much ſafer condition then the m-anelt 
Subje&. For they that once come to that 
keighth of madneſs ro contemn their own lives 
and eftates (our of Atheiftical Principles) are 
Maſters of the lives-and cftates of all orher 
men, | : 

Secondly; To come to ſomething More di- 
rely in anſwer to our giand Politician. - k 


muſt be forced to tell him ( as he-did his — 
1$ 


- 


ordinary friend T.H.Jin _ Englih _ + 


| (130) 
falle; that Religion hath been-fo much as the 


pretence of all Wars-that have been of late 
years amongſt us, Was it not a diſpute be= 
twixt the Rights and Liberties of the SubjeR, 
and the prerogatives of the Crown , that was 
the firſt pretence of the late diſmal and unna- 
tural War amo:gſt our ſclves, though ( ir is 
never to be forgotten that) Religion was after» 
wards drawn in to countenance Rebellion,even 
by ſome of thoſe very perſons that are fill 
Praters in unlawful Conventicles, and do (as 


far as they can) ſtill continue Leaders of Fa- 
Qion and Seditien ? 


Was it Religion or the vindication of aur 


Juſt Right, that was the cauſe , or ſo much as 
the pretence of our late Wars againſt the 
Dutch? _ 

Is it Religion or Intereſt and defire of Do- 
minjon that at this preſent ſets the greateſt pa:t 
of Chriſtendome in a Flame , avd cauſeth ſo 
much effuſion of Chriſtian Blood by the French 
Armies > | | 

From whence nothing can be clearer then 
this, That it is Intereſt and Propriety , Right 
and Liberty; Power and Dominion that are the 
Cauſes and Pretenſes of Wars , not Religion, 
Shall we therefore (acrording to the Reaſon of 
our Author's grand Politicks) remove all 
Power and Dominion, and a)l Right, Liberty 
and Propriety out of the world , becauſe if 

they were removed , the people could never 


there- 
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hereby be drawn into a civil or forreign War ? 
Are yot the moſt neceſſary & the beſt of things 
tways moſt ready to be abuſed, and the moſt 
leftrutive when they are ſo> Go thy ways 
ir Politick ! for if thou haſt not deſervcd to 
te knighted for this Book, I believe thou art 
rery much miſtaken in thy own mode 
thoughts of thy ſ:1f, What pity 1s it thou art 
rot a P.jvy Counce!lour ! Ingrateful age that 
vill not raiſe him fifcy Cubits higher then 0- 
ther men who hath wcll deſerved it ! certainly 
it is a great deal of pity that the Gentleman 
hould not be-preferr'd according to bis Mc- 
rits, Plato in. his Phedo tells us that nothing 
trives us ts fightings, wars and feditions, but 
the body and 1:s luſts » And does not St. Fames 
(if happily he, may be of any credit or autho=- 
rity with this Gentleman) tell us the very ſame 
thing 3 Famer 4, 1, From whence ( ſays he } 
come wars and fightings among you f come they 
wt bence; even of your luſts that war in your Mem- 
bers ? &c, So then all wars, brawlingsz ſeditt- 
dns, ſtrifes, difſentions are*raiſed and promo- 
ted not properly and truly for Religions ſake 
(which does not, cannot, authorize or coune 
fenance any thing of that nature.) bur for the 
ke' of * mory , ambition , or profit , or ſome 
fuch Hke teriporaty, worldly and carnal confi- 
derativn ; *did'yet 1 ſuppoſe our Sir Pel, loves 


his body , his luſts , and his mony 2 little too 
t d out of the world, 


well to haye them remove 
| __ leſt 
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leſt they ſhould be the cauſe of wars and ſedi= 
tions. : 

But ſuppoſing wkat he ſaith was true, vit. 
That Religion was really , or at leaſt in pre- 
gence the cauſe of all Wars, fince I have de- 
moenſtrated ir ſo abloJutely neceſlary to the 
peace of all Societies, what onght to be done 
with it 2 ought it to be removed our ofthe 
world 2 or rather ought not ſuch care to be 
taken by cRabliſhing the Church of England , 
that it might be impoſſible te make Religion a 
pretence of Rebellion? and this direRly leads 
me to. the next Reaſon againſt our Author's 
Politicks, wit, 

Thirdly, That there is no ak ow under 
Heaven doth better ( I might ſay ſo well ) fe- 
cure the publick Peace as ours of the Charch 
of England. For can any Religien be more 
pcaceable then that which makes refiſtance te 
Magiftrates ( in any caſe whatſoever ) to be a 
moſt damnable crime > then that Dodrine 
that tends to the higheſt perfe@ion of our Hu- 
mane Natures, that brings our bodies under 
the ſubje&ion of our ſouls, and both under 
ſubjeQtion te God, that exalts onr nature from 
being like the Beaſts that periſh, and makes us 
partakers of the Divine nature 2 By rootin 
out thoſe luſts and vices that le war 2 
ſtrife —_ us, and by planting us all thoſe 
. heavenly VIACESz that would ſecure the peace 
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ci the world, and make us like unto-God, and 
fit to enjoy him toall Exernity ; that moſt con- 


4 duceth te the good of all Mankind ; thar eſta- 
- bliſheth peace, unity, and univerſal charity a- 
- mongſt all men, that preſerves the quiet of Faz 
e milies, the tranquility of our Souls, and the 
Ee health of our bodies | In ſum, can any Religion 
£ better promote the peace of our Nation then 
c that which commands every man todo all the 
, good he cantoevery man, and en os inff- 
4 nite and eternal Rewards to thoſe that obey itz- 
s that iorbids all manner of evil towards any. 


man under pain of the greateſt , moſt jnevita= 
ble and eternal torments, and makes not the 
leaſt allowance for the leaſt of evils either in 
thought, word, or deed > 
Have we not ſeen the peaceable effe&s of 
our Church, and her Do&rine in the time © 
the late miſerable wars amongſt as > For not 
one true Son of the Church of England coule 
ever be torced by the fear of penalties, or ever 
be allured by the hopes of Reward, to take up 
Arms againſt bis Soyereign, Whereas there is 
no other ſort of men in England, but too many 
of them were guilty even of aQual Rebellion, 
being led iato it even by the very Principles « 
their Religion.” | 
; Why then ſhould this Religion be removee 
from the minds of men ,> would it promote 
eace to take away that which is the grand 
| gs of it ; and to implant in the room 
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| of it principles of all kind of ſedition anddif- 
| obedience > Would it preferve his ſacred Ma- 
| jeſty and our Laws, to deſtroy thar Chureh 


already how true our late ſad experience: 
' prov'd ir, No Church , no King, and no King, 
no: Laws > May not our Church therefore juſtly 
ay to thoſe that would deſtroy her (as our Sa- 
{viourdid to thoſe thac would havefton'd him ) 
for which of theſe good works taat 1 
have done amongſt you, would you now kill 
"mac? This our Politician ſaw well enongh, and 
is forced to confeſs ic, in that he ſaith Unity 
in Religion would produce the ſame effeR as 
'that Principle which he propos'd, 

+ Burt row let us conſider that which is the 
'main Dclign of his Book, which he propoſeth, 
Inſtead of the Church of England to main- 
tain peace and quietneſs in our Nation. Which 
we nave, fp. 79. vit. | 

© That this ſhould be made the main and 


© man ould quietly enjoy his own. 

.. I remember a Fable ine ſop to this purpoſe, 
The Mice were in a grarnd:conſultation how to 
preſerve themſelves from their mortal Foes'the 
Cats ; at length after a long and ſerious De- 
bate , one of them , who ( like our Author ) 


Wreſt, very gravelygives rhem this wiſe advice, 
That cvery Cat. ſhould wear a Bell abour'kis 


5 2 *. 298" P99 
LY 


| which is thcir greateſt defence ? ls it forgetren 


. ©,veneral Greund of all Religions that every. 


thought himſelf a better Politician thenall the + 
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Neck, that ſo they might. be warn'd of his 
coming by the Sound, and might have time ts 
provide for thear ſatety, This Advice no doube 
was approv'd as very ſafe by all the compa: 
( as this Gentlemans Propoſal is by all his wiſe 
Admirers ) but ar laſt onc ſawcy Mouſe ſpoils 
all with onely asking this Queſtion (as a man 
might ask our Author ) viz. How this Advice 
fhould be put in Execution? which made them 
al] break up their Council-beard with a Joud 
laughter at the folly of their Counſe}'our, 
whoſe great wiſdom they did juſt 'before ſo 
much admite. : | 

Againſt our Sir Pol's Advice (befides the 
impoſſibility ct the Propoſal ) Imay urge the 
General conſent of all or moit of the Nations 
in the whole world. For let him or any man 
produce if he can, any one Monarchy under. 
Heaven in which the publick exerciſe of every 
mans particular Religion is allowed him, where 
there is no ſtanding Army to keep the people 
in obedience ; ſe that jr is meſt evident, that in 
every Nation either a ſtanding Army, ortke | 
eſtabliſhment of an Unity in Religion is abſo- 
lately neceſſary for publick Peace and Safety, WM 
Now whether it will be thought more conve- 
nient for the Peace of England to uphold the 
Church, or to fubmnit to the Long Sword, TIre- 
fer it to all Engliſh Gentlemen tojndge, 

If our Author ſhall ſay he means onely the 
private exerciſe of every man's Religion, 


whole world allows a greater liberty in the 
private exerciſe of Religioa then we have, - For 
1s 1t not eſtabliſhed by AR of Parliament, that 
every man ſhall have liberty to exerciſe his 
own Religion, not only with thoſe of his own fa- 
mily , but with five more ſirangers ? ſo that it is 
not for Religion, but for the contempr of the 
Laws, and for endangering by unlawful and 
numerous aflemblies the peace and welfare. of 
onr nation, that any one is or can be puniſh- 
ed by our Laws, This our Politician cannot 
be ignorant of, and therefore he muſt meannot 
the private, but the publick exerciſe of every 
mans Religion. 

Lt may be this Gent)eman is an experimental 
Philoſopher , and i> therefore induced to try 
experiments in Religion and Politicks, as well 
as in Naturals; though he thereby hazards the 
ſafety of a whole Nation. I will row (as far 
as can be) tryit with him by granting him 
what he would have, as to the laſt part of. it 
( for the firſt . is altogether impoſſible ) and by 
letting tiim ſec the conſequence of it, inthole 
Seas amongſt us, | 

Suppaſe then, that ſome men onely pretend 
Religion, to gather parties together to ſet up a 
Common-wealth inſtead of the beſt Form of 
Goverament in the whole world, which we 

'now have eſtabliſhed amongſt us; (as it is to 
be feared molt of our Phanaticks do, HY 
tne 
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the main leaders and abettors of them; ) for 
though I will not ſay all difſenters from the 
Church, are for a Commonwealth in the State; 
yet thts (I believe) our experience and obſer: 
vation may prove tmme, that all Common» 
wealths-men are Schiſmaticks, or at leaſt fa- 
vourers of Schiſm and FaRion, and greae ſtick 
lers for a Toleration ; and are not theſe-precj- 
ous Youths (think you) to be tolerated ina- 
Monarchy > and would not it much conduce to 
the ſafety of the Monarchy to Jet them meet by 
thouſands in a company , till they have drawrr 
inaltthe Common People to their Party? who 
are too eaſily ſeduced with Naiſe and AQion' 
and an appearance of Zeal, joyned with ſome 
few wheedling Doarines that are preached to 
them ; which tend more to make them have an 
opinion of their own holineſs, then to make: 
them really bely, to perſwade them that they 
are Saints, rather then to ſhew them how they 
maſt be ſo. ; 
Secondly, Suppoſe others pretend Religion 
onely to countenance their former Rebellion, 
is it not very fit that' thefe ſhould be ſuffered to | 
meet , as often and as many as they pleaſe ? and- | 
yet that there are too many of this fort amongſt i 
our Conventiclers, is too probable, In that we- 
ſee very few others (unleſs the poor ignorant 
Women)who are conſtant Meeters, bur ſuch as | 
either were themſelves aQually engaged in the 


late Rebellion, or elſe are very nearly related: ; 
| Io | 
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to them that were, or elſe have loſt ſome unjuſt 


_ or ſacrilegious advantage which they had got 
| In the late Times. 'Now is not his Majeſty 
| bound to let theſe good people have their wills 
In gratitude to themy; for what they did on that 
| Faral 3oth of non, 7 phone te be thought on 
| Without, horrour and amazement Þ Or, Is he 
not bound to give them back again the Biſhops 
| and the Loyal Gentries and Nobilities La: ds, 
| which they had ſequeſtred, onely out of pure 
| kindneſs to them for the good ſervice they have; 
| done him? | 


| theilts, and will worſhip God no ways at all 
| but make it their buſineſs te root out 511 Relj- 
| gionout of mens minds, and ſo to difolve the 
' main bond of Humane Society, ( as roo many 


| more, if our Laws be not-executed,)) Are theſe 
perſens to be let alone in the enjoyment of their 
 Atheiſm'> Have l not aJready proved that they 
| are the moſt dangerous Bnemies to al Govern- 
- ment ? 

Fourthly, Suppoſe others have a deſign cf 
ſetting up ſome Foreign Power in all Spiritual 
| Cauſes, and in all Cauſes that tend inorder to 
' Spirituals, (ze, in plain Engliſh in all Cauſes 
; that they pleaſe) to which tke King muſt ſub- 
| mit his Crown, enjoying it onely as in Fee 
' from.the Pope; and therefore muſt be his Ho- 
 lineſss flave and Pack-horſc, Is it not yery _ 

or 


| 


Thirdly, Suppeſe others are downright As: 


' Tuch we have amongſt us, and ſhall ſooa have. 
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for the Kings Authority, and for the Peace of 
the Nation, to tolerate Theſe 2 and yet theſe. 
are the two grand Sets of our Nation, vie. 
the Papifts who ſubje& the King to the Pope, 
and the Presbyterians who make bim truckle” 
tothe Kirk. Nay, all our SeQtaries have alrea» 
dy got the diſtinction in their mouths, Thar 
they ought to obey the Kings Authority ily 
Civil matters , but not in Eccleſiaſtical : So' 
that They oaely want a little improvement of 
that diſtintion, to make them enlarge! Eecle< 
flaſtical matters ſo far as the Papifts uſually dog 
'and then they ſhall not need to think them. 
ſelves obliged to pay the , King any obedience 
at all;onely in ſuch things as they pleaſe ro call 
Civil Matters, which Lam ſure will not be it 
any thing that rhwarts their omn bumours ard* 
intereſts : for whatſoever does butin the lea? 
contradi& them, will be thought very Uacivil: 
by them. | 
For , Suppoſe others (as the Scotch Prosby- 
terians) hold , That every man ought to fight f 
for his Religien, againſt whoever doth oppoſe vi. 
him. Are not thoſe peaceable harmleſs fouls to } 
be tolerated to propagate this ſo meek and 
quiet a DoQrine ? + 
Sixthly, Suppoſe others are Millznaries, and 
from thence proceed to be Yemeriſts, and 
think that Chriſt ſhall raign a thowſand years 
perſonally upon the Earth, and that they ſhall 
raign with him, and be his Vicegerents, and 
in 


* 

? rb eh Ta Hoa " 

- ” os $4 5.3% LM f ug Os < £5742 "LIST, bh 1; % 
"Teas , Ka a2 Seeds 1 ” SEES <* $1 VE) 4 I” FR 

* —— TS RT Bos (851%. Ee EOS = Gt Ps ous 2 RED _—_— x gs 3 Tr Eb SIRCSS x0 
p p : \ s F A be OA. te s , WP.” 
. 
, 
* 


in order thereto , think it is their duty to nſe 
| Fire and Sword (thoſe excellent Spiritual wea- 
pons of their Chriſtian warfare) to kill all men 
for King Jeſus his ſake. Theſe ſurely are very 
| fit to be tolerated inthe bloudy exerciſe of their 
| Religion. | 

| _ Seventhly ; Suppoſe (to mention no more} 


thatſome are X{amiſis and Levellers, that think 


| there: ought to be no diſtinRtion of perſons, 


becauſe none ſhould be higher then themſclves;. 


| and conſequently no order ſhould be obſerved, 
nor reſpe& paid to Goyernours, Nebles, and 


| Gentlemen; & that they pretend to be governed” 


+ by the Light within them (i. e. whatſoever 
; they pleaſe to call ſo, whether their Phanta= 
| Hes or their Paſſions.) Would not the Pablick 
allowance of all theſe Seas, and their ſeveral 
| practiſes according to their different Opinions, 
| make a moſt profound andeverlaſting Peace in 
| a Nation? ; 

| _ I might inſtance in many more, but here are 
} enough already, tolet our Author ſee by ex- 
| periment, the grand folly and madneſs of his 
| Propoſal. 

| TIknow he will ſay , that he ſuppoſeth not only 


thar every man ſhould enjuy the quier exercile _ 


of his own Religion ; but that his Religion 
| ſhoald be this, that every nan elle as well as 
| himſelf ſhoald have the ſame liberty, 

| Inanſwer to this, I would fain know how he 
' Can implant this Principle into mens minds > 
' or 
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er whether it is not mucheafier tomake all: _ 
Seas comply with the eftabliſhed Religion of 
the Church of England, then to conſent in his 
Principle ? for this Principle is asdire&aly con- 
trary to the moſt (if not toall) the Seds a- 
mongſt us, as is the Religion of our Churchb, 
For there is no Se& but does endeavour to pros 
mote its Party and Opinions above all others, 
and to imp!ant its own Dodrine in the minds 
ofall men with whom they converſe. For this 
muſt needs be in all perſons that do ſincerely 
think their way to be the beſt to Eternal bap= 
pineſs, (which all men muſt do that are reaſo- 
nable, and not apparent Hypecrites ) So that 
the Religion of all men (that have truly an 
Religion) muſt oblige them to propagate thee 
Truths which they think neceſſary, or at leaſt 
convenient for men to know for their ſalyation; 
and to promote that which they think the pu 
Worſhip of God, in oppoſition to all falſe and: 
ſuperſtitious ways of his worſhip (7.e. ) in oppe= 
fitjon to all other ways |but rheir own. _ 
Wherefore this Gentlemans politick Propo2 
ſal is juſt ſuch another, as that of the Politick 
Mouſe in the Fable before mentioned, vit, alto» 
gether impraRicable , if not an abſolute con- 
tradigion to it ſelf, and an impoſlibility ; nay 
| herein it is much worſe then it, for it is moſt des 
ſtcu&ive to thoſe to whom it 15 given. : 
For were all men allowed to preach what 


Do&rines they pleaſed, the Laws and Govern- 
1. : ment þ 


TY "Toe" 


| ment ef.our Nation could never be maintained 


| or executed, without a conſtant force and vio- 


| lence : for the minds of men would ſoon be de- 
|. bauched with ſuch Principles as are inconſiſtent 
| with all Propriety and Government, and yet 
| Preaching and Hearing muſt be the leaſt liberty 
| that muſt be allowed them, according to our 
| Authors ſage advice. 

{ - Burtothis I know he will anſwer, That the 
{ Civil Laws ſhould take ſach care as no man 
| ſhould dare to ſpeak any thing againft the eſta- 
{ bliſhed Government of the Nation, 0 


But (Tpray you Sir) would it not be much. 


| more eaſic to prevent by the execution of our 
| Laws any ſuch unlawful Meetings, then (when 
| they are met) to hinder them by Law from 
| ſpeaking Treaſon, or any thing clſe that they 
pleaſe ? 

For is it not eafie to wire-draw it in by ſuch 
| conſequence as their own people fall eafily 
; underſtand what they mear, though no Law can 
| poſſibly take hold of the expreſſion ? 

| For inſtance, Suppoſe in times when Rebel- 
| lionis proſperous , or at leaſt (when it is ho- 
| ped there may be fuch a o_ to prepare the 
| people before hand to be Rebels,or to continue 
| them in_ their Rebellion. Ir is bur telling the 
People that they are Gods Dear Ones, which he 
| will not, nor he cannot forſake, but is bound 
} to fight for them againſt a)l their Enemies, and 
| thenif they have bur a little ſucceſs , it is ue 
b -— .'  prefling 
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pry hore that peaceable Doctrine of F, O, 
.D. that te follow Succeſs isto follow Provyj.. - 
denec, and the People ſhall be ſure to follow 
you, _ you lead them to ſtorm Hell it ſelf, 
and to take it by violence » and yet what Law 
can condemn any word of F.O's DoQrine ? 
Again, Suppole a man hath a mind to preach 
Treaſon to his Party, it is but taking that Text 
in the 149 Pſalm, Let the Saints be joyful in 
glory, &c, Les the high praiſes of God be #n 
their mouth, and 4 two-edged Sword in their 
bends , to execute vengeance npon the Heathen , 
and paniſhmens upon the People , to bind their 
Kings in Chains aud their Nobles with liaks of 
Iron, 20 execute wpon them the judgment writtene 
This bonour have all bis Saims. Now the godly 
people being before-band well prepared wit 
that conſtant conceit,that they are Gods Saints 
(which they arealways taught in all Conven- 
tiches ) they muſt apply all thoſe words to. 
themſelves, and conſequently conclude (as they 
have done formerly) that the power of binding 
their Kings in Chains aud their Nobles in 
Links of Jron, and efexecuring vengeance ups 
on them, &c. belengs abſojutely ro every one 
of them : and therefore that, if the Scepter be 
in the handsof any other perſon (whom they 
leaſe to call the Wicked or Unregenerate)that 
* is but an Uſurper of Dominion over them, 
and that he holds by force that Scepter and 


Power which is their right,and by conſequence 
W - 


That (as ſoon as-they can do it) they ought te 
bind him in Chains, and all his Loyal Nobility 
in Fetters of Iron, and tocxecute vengeance 
youu them: or ifthey be a little dull of un. 
gerſtanding, it is but helping them out, by te!= 
ling them that God created the Heavens and 
the Earth, and all things, onely fer the ſake of 
. the Sazuts and the Godly Party, and they will as 
readily run into all thereſt, as an Aſs to his Pro- 
vender, n1y,and it fatsthem as much. And yet 
It is Wie” le for any. Law to puniſh a may for 
any thing that I have ſuppoſed him topreach, 
becauſe there is nothing which he need ſy to 
the " 9wgax to perſwade them to. Treaſon, that 
the Law can interpret to be treaſonable. 

There are ſeveral Texts of Scripture that 
will do th: ſame feat by the help of their 
Gloſſes, As we know Curſe ye Mers7 hath moſt 
effeQually done it already : and all thoſe Texts 
Where God is faid to blame or puniſh his Poo- 
ple for the breach of any Covenant whatſoe- 
ver, if applied to thoſe perſons that ignorantly 
and ſuperſtitiouſly were drawn in, to tae 
that damnable and accurſed Covenant in the 
late Times, they ſhall preſently think that the 
moſt heavy judgments will ſuddenly fall upen 
their heads, if Ts ſhould break the leaſt {yVa- 
ble of that abominable Oath ; nay, the moft 
ſcrupulous of them - ſhall think themſelves 
bound ( for fear of the moſt fignal calamities 
to be inflited on them by God if they me 
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:& their covenant with him) to be vigorous 3 


in ating any thing which that rebellious Oath 
leads them to. : And yet how eaſily this may 
be wheadled into ſuch people without ever 
coming under the laſh of the Law , is moſt 
vifible to any man that hath but common ſenſe. 

Another Text of Scripture, which can do 
them Knights-ſervice, if ſeaſonably exerciſed 
pon, is the whole ſecond Plalm ; On whbich;, 


dt long ſince'{ as I am inform'd ) there was a 


ix hours Exerciſe, at a numerous meeting of 
all forts of Phanaticks together , not far from 
pnden. The occaſion of their meeting was a 
Solemu'Faſt , appointed by their Leaders, to 
ray God to avert Perſecution from them; only 
ecauſe the King had ſet our His Jaft Proclama- 
jons to put his Laws in Execution. Nowif 
tis was not a ſeaſonable Text for their purpoſe 
am miſtaken: for if we take this for granted 
as they themſelves always do ) That they are 
all Gods Saints and his Anointed : how could 
ey interpret this Text but to this purpole, 
pit. That now the Kings of the Earth, that is, 
dur King, and #he Rulers (that js, the Gover- 
ours of our Nation) take counfet together, a= 
reinſt the Lord, and againſt bis Anoimed , that 
, againſt them and thejr Cenvenrticles, He- 
het frteth in' 1be' Heavens ſhall laugh them to 
m : the Lord ſhalt have them in derifion : that 
»,'according”"to their gloſs on that occafien 3 
at though our King and Council do _— their 
G eads 
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PONIES CLAN them and their meetings , 
.Fyet God ſhall 'make all their, defigns vain, f| * 
por 2 TY nay, he ſhall infli& moſt _ 
Heavy puniſhments upon them. For be ſhall ſpes 
unto them inhis wrath , and vex them / rifeck ; 
diſpleaſure, And theretore rhat our King and 
our Jadges that would execute the Laws upon 
them do''bat oppoſe Chriſt ; wherefore they 
-t.jumph over them in the words of that Pſalm, 
Be wiſe now we % , O ge Kings ; be inftr 
Fed ye Fudges of the Earth, ſerve the Lord wnl 
fear , and rejoyce with trembling ; that is 
Serve him by quaking and wrigling in a Con 
venticle ; Kiſcthe Son, leſt he be angry, and ye 
periſh ; that is , Submit your Authority te 
Chriſt, that is ro them rhar preach Chriſt iajſ 
-an unlawful Meeting. houſe, or elſe be ſure yg 
ſhall all periſh, Now I do not ſay tbar the 
did thus apply this Scripture, bur I appeal tc 
any man whether the common people ( being 
before prejudiced with thoſe Opinions that 
-moſt of the Phanaticks ate ( hearing theſe 
words upon that occaſion, might not natura | ih 
_ -andalmolt neccflarily run themſelves into ſuch}. - 
an interpretation of them : and judge wketh 
"their Teachers had. not ſuch a His » when. 
though they couldappoint a. Faſt to cry down 
' the execution of our national Laws as perſecu 
tion; yet never in the leaſt rake notice of any 
:Faſt upon the 30 of Faenucry. Are no 
theſe think you, Excellent Subjes > And - 
dS  » 
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they not very tha. kfull to the King for- his for 
ger I:dulgence to them? | EH 
Other. Do&rines there are which no Civil © 
Law can lay hold on ; ard yer are moſt pernici- © 
ous toall Society, Asthat  ; a good intention, © | 
For ſuppoſe a man tells his people they muſt - 
look well-to their hearts, intentions and mean- 
Ings ; for God requires the heart, andgive him 
but the heart, and they ſhall be fure to be ace, 
cepted by him: or in plain Engliſh that if we 
mean well God will ſee no fault in us, For 
our well meaging thalleven claim pardon tor 
"Ys before 'God, Now this appears at. firſt 
Wight a very innocent Doftrine : and what Hu-. 
mane Law can take notice of any one word In. 
"Wit > and yet in its dire& conſequence it excy= 
eth all . the villanics and miſchiefs/ in the. 
world, | | We 
For may nota man mean well (7 e. intend. 
his aRions to a good end ) when he murders 
his Prince or his Father, or as any other 
Ecrime whatſoever ? | : 
il For a man can ſcarce propoſe a better defign. 
Mo bimſelf, then to free a whole Nation from 
" FO ppreſſion ; He ſhall therefore ceo e to 
" Fthis DoQrine) be ſure enough of pardon it he 
ASmurders his Prince, if ke does but think bim an 
Dppreflor, | 
TH © Thns he that bath an hard or uncharitable 
ather, jf he dces but intend to do more good 
ith bis Fathers Eſtate then. be does, may + 
: w_ G 2 '* =.-00Wo © 
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_— (148) 
-- ome at it how he will (though by the mur- 

der of his Father) however he is ſafe enough 
. In bis good intentions. It is without donbr a 
very good deſign for any man to preyent his 
one; nm from running into fin, and hazard- 
ing his Soul by it.; and therefore (according 
to this DoQrine ) his next Neighbour might 
evenkneck him on the head to prevent his con- 
tinuance in fin ; or cheat him of his Eſtate, to 
prevent his running into drunkennefs and de- 
bauchery by ir, | 

Next to this DoQrine of a good meaning , 
is that of a good Conſcience ; nay, much of 
. the ſame kindred with it, For if men be taught 
that their own Conſcience is the ſole modera- 
trix of all their aQtions, and be not well in- 
ſtru&ked how to inform their Conſciences a- 
right, they neceſſarily run themſelves into all 
thofe crimes before mentioned, For ſuppoſe 
that this DoQrine be but preached amongft the 
People, that he'that a&s'according to his Con- 
ſcience, is therefore excuſable before God: (as 
it is moſt frequently taught mour unlawful Aſ- 
ſemblies) it will thence fallow, that whatever 
Errours they are pcof{c:fled withalt, they may 
a@ according to them. So that if a man be 
but prepoſleſfed with that opinien of a good 
intention,; or of Dominion and Right being 
founded in grace, br that of F-O. that to fol- 
law Succeſs is to fellow Providence, or a 
thouſand otkers that mijght and' have been 
raugkt 
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taught them in the late Times p he mighra& 7 


according to his Conſcience, and be guilty: of © 
the moſt horrid crimes that ever were commit. 
ted (even the murder of his Prince or Father 
not excepted) and yet (according ro this Do- 
drine) be in as hopeful a way of ſalvation as © 
any man in the Warld, a 

Next to this (or rather the very ſame) is our 
Authors ' DoQcine of every mans governin; 
himſelf by his own Reaſon onely ; for be hat 
hereby made Schilm, Herefie, Latidelity, and A« 
theiſm tobe excuſable; and he might as well (if 
he had pleaſed have thereby excuſed Adultery, 
Theft, Murder, or any other crime whatſoever, 

For if our own Hamane Reaſon be prejudiced, 
and blinded with miſtakes and errours ( the * 
Conſcience may be kept invioJable ) and yet 
the man may run into any crimes that can be 
thought on, and that with the greateſt conke 
dence and aſſurance of his eternal happineſs, 

And yet T would faign know of our Politician, 

what Civil Law can take notice of theſe Do» | 


 Qrines, of every mans being governed by his 


own Conſcience or his own Reaſon ? f 

Oh! the blefled peace and incomparable 
quiet that would poſſeſs the Wo 1d. if it was 
but ſo wiſe to be governed by his Poliricks, and 
would but let every one enjoy his own Religion! 
that is, if every man that hath itching ears ws 
permitted to-heap up Teachers to himſelf ac- 


co;ding to his own Juſts ? | : 
> WY What 


» __ NI Xo EW wok 
- LEES ” g 4 Mts iT dE Zens g 
” A O86 O33 v7 .**..+ am EW - © $5 6 _” ws 7 
g wot we b. + og] / Q 426; 8 (3-4 "IM By , J.'Y 
=» > 3 4a et NO OTE TAE F Lo F* PB {45 F ROLE B+. my & 
: ne I SEIRE WI & . « p- 2RI þ "8 F 
5 ET... »N Q . I 
WR oF nt 4 , 
£5 * 
SITRS 


_ What a fort of old filly Fops are the Privy 
Counſellors and Stateſ- men of all the Nations 
 efthe World, to make fuch a ftir for an Unity 
in Religion, when (according to our Sir Pol. ) 
a general Toleration of all Religions bad much 
better maintain?d the Peace of the World ? 
For who then (ſaith he) would quarrel abogt 
matters of Religion ? | 
_* IT think I have already proved that every 
Body would; that is fincere in the Profeſſion 
of any Religion whatſoever : for he muſt (if 
he be trae to himſelf in his choice) chooſe that 
way of Religion which he thinks ihe neareſt 
_ and moſt certain way to happineſs , and com 
ſequently when he hath made that choice , he 
mult think himſelf ina better way to happineſs, 
then any other man that is not of his way , and 
by the ſame reaſon muſt every one that differs 
from him thiak himſclf in a better way then he: 
and would not this at laſt amount to continued 
diſputes and quarrels cf every man agiinſt e- 
very ma1? for would- not charity oblige me 
even by force (if no other ways will doit) to 
compel others into my way, to prevent the im- 
minent danger of their ſovls, which I muſt 
needs think them in, whileſt they continued in 
any other way of Religion ? this muſt there- 
fore be the natural conſequence of things, if 
men be fincere in th.ir Religion, For it can- 
rot be ſaid that every man might be ſaved jn 
his own Religion; For this were to counte- 
nance 
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nance allthe crimes in the world, and to proves 
that men. might be ſaved, though they were 


guilty of all of them, as well as be that is-inne. 
cent, fince ] hare prov*d jt poflible that they 
might (nay probable that they muſt) be led in- 
to any villa ::jes whatſoever, by their miſtakes 
in Religion: And laſtly,this would qlfo undeni- 
ably follow from hence, ( what our Author 
hath: endeavoured to prove') wit, that 


Jews, Turks , Heathens, and Atkeiſts, are 


1n an equall poſſibility of ſalvation with the un- 
erring Chriſtian : and if ſo, then farewell 
Chriſtianity. 
Whercfore-unleſs our Author could ( by this 
new device of his, of every man's enjoying E; 


'S Gas. 
own Religion) bring men into-the grofleſt ye 


pocrifie or Atheiſm, he is never the nearer ſe- 
curing the peace of the world from it, For 
have not already prov'd, that if men ated 
according toth:-1r diffcrent Opinlony in Reli-. 
gion ( which all that are religious muſt do, ) 
that th:y muſt neceſſarily be led into ſuck aQi- 
ans as would diſturb, jf not quite deſtroy, the 
Peace ofour Nation, or any governm nt in the 
whol: world 2 I dare challenge our Aathor to 
thew me wherein I have ftaiPd inthe pro f of 
it, inthoſe examples I have £iven of the SeAz+ 
rics at this preſent time amoneſt us, 
Put jt may be he thinks, that if every man 
. was permitred to enjoy his own Religion, this 
wauld ſoon reduce the world into Atheiſm , 
G 4 and 
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and perhaps he propoſzd it to the world for 
that yery end and defign ; truly I am very apt 
to believe it, and think [ have reaſon enough 
to do ſo : but however the miſchief js, thar nei- 
ther would Atheiſm preſerve bur quite deftroy 
the publick peace, ( as I dare be fo confident 
to ſay ) I have already undeniably demonſtrated, 

What then remains > but that that he doth 
ingenueuſly acknowledge he was in an errour 
and that he was led into it by an orer-high con- 
ceit of his own partsz methinks it would be a far: 
greater teſtimony of his ingenuity then any he 
has given, if he would labour ſpeedily to unde- 
celve ( as far as he can ) his unwary Rea- 
ders, whe have been too much yenom'd 
by-chis poyſanous and pernicious opinions 3 
by dealing honeſtly and plainly with them, 
and by explaining himſelf in ſuch ſort, as that 
we may have no longer juſt reaſon to ſuf- 
pe the whole deſign of his Book was di- 
reQly intended againſt rhe DoQrine and Diſci- 
pline of the Church of England ; and indeed to 


patronize all irreligion and Atheiſm, This con-. 


fideratton I refer to the Gentleman's own great 
humility and good nature : rkough(l muſt con- 
feſs) I have but little hopes that this advice will 
have any tolerable effe& or influence uponhin, 
fince he tells us, that it is as great a Martyrdom 
 teacknowledge anerrour , as it is to liy down 
ones life for tae Truth ; and I am very confident 
this Author hath no great maw ro Martyrdom. 

| Where- 
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whether it is not necefſiry ro make him ds it? 
Since therefore without Religion no Society 
can be preſerved, and fince all confuſion would 
fo:low all Religions, and that of all the Reli- 
gions in the whole World,this of our Church of 
4, prey is the moſt peaceable in its DoQrinez 
and moſt moderate in its Diſcipline,, Let all 
that love the Peace of the Nation Joyn in our 
mutual prayers and endeayours for the Peace 
and Unity of the Church, + 


But theſe endeavours are all vain ( ſaith 


our Sir Pol.) for beth Reaſon and Experience 
tells us that the hopes of Unity in Religion are 
1mpoſlible. | | ed 

But (I pray you Sir) what Reaſon , what 
Experience tells us ſo > All-the Rcaſon that T 
know of, is onely becauſe your Worſhip, would 
have itſo, Have we not ſuch Laws, as > 3's; 
were executed ,, would eaſily guard our Relt- 
2ion, and prevent Schiſmaticks from-making 
Parties and Factions in our Nation 2 Did they 
not do it in Queen Elizaberhs time, and ar 
the firſt return of his Sacred Mijelſty that now 
reigns > and what ſhould hinder. but they 
might do it now, were ther? but the ſame true 
Engliſh ſpirits to execute them « Oh | but now 
the SeQarizs are grown too humerous t@ be 
ſuppreſſed : But what's the reaſon of their ene 
creaſe amongſt us > was it not becaule our 


Laws ( by a malcyolent junfure of Aſairs) 
nn G5 have 


Pe 


Whercfore I onely refer it to our Governors} 


-have been lately laid aſleep, and were-neveryet 
awakened by a due execution of them ? Shall 
we then becauſe they are numerous, let tacix 
numbers {ill encreaſe > th.y awſt be ſuppreſ- 
f:d at laſt, or elſe all things muſt. rug into coa- 

| fuſion: And I onely defire ovr Englifh Nobi- 
Iity and Gentry (whoſe duty ir 15 according to 
th: ir oaths and his Majeſties late Proclamations 
to fee them executed) toconfider, that if they: 
will not ſuppreſs them by the execution of the 
Laws, they will ſoon arrive at that hcighth 
- that the Long Sword nuſtdo ity or elſe there 
ſhall be nv | opens at all in our Nation : 
and when an Army hath once got into pay we 
know how hard it will be to get rid of it, and 
how dangerous ir will prove to the Liberty 
© and Propriety of the Subje&, as well as to the 
Prerogatives of the Crown. For a ſtanding 
Army 1s much like Foreign Aids, which if they 
are ViQors, moſt commonly prove worſe to ths 


| eftheir Enemies. For they ſoon grow ſo inſoe 
Jent, that the King himſelf muſt be ſubjeR to 
the Favourite Officer amongſt the Souldiers,and 
wear his Crown no longer then he plzaſeth : and 
all the Proprieties and Eſtates of the Subjeas 


ſo that they may be diſſeized when our Lords 


of the Sword pleaſe, and that not by,ar.y Law, 
but onely plain force, | 


But neither is this true that they are ſo nu. 
© cron as they ſeem tobe, but that Go 


Nation that they come to aſliſt, then the worſt 


tha)l be held in a new kind of tennor in-capite, - 
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would as eafily decreaſe by a brisk execution 
of our Laws, as' they did encreaſe by their 
oi av For the greateſt part of our Conven- 
ticters go to Meetings not out of any 
opinion in Religion; but to carry on ſome 
trade, or little intereſt and deſign, or to 
vingicate the reputation of their former rebel- 
lious ations, which Reaſons would all ſoon 
ceaſe if our Laws were vigorouſly executed, _ 

For if we ſerjoufly take a view of our Na- 
tion, we ſhall find that by our divifions,' men 
rather turn Atheiſts then Phanaticks'; and that 
out of pretence of going to yrivate Meetings 
they onely take an occaſion to be abſent from 
the publick Congregations , and to ſpend the 
Lords day either jn ſleeping at home , or yr 
in their daily employments in the Field , or 
in what is worſe, in Ale-houſes, in drunkenne(s 
and debauchery. For Fcan ſpeak it by my own 
{ad experience, that in a place which hath been! 
an ancient Scat of Diviſions ever fince the Jare 
wars began, where they ſee no probability 1har 
the Laws ſhould. be executed againft them, a 
thi: dpart art leaſt, if not one balf of the Parith 
are in their practiſe abſolute Atheiſts, and wor- 
ſhip God publickly no where at all. 

Theſe are the bleſſed and inevitable Eff: ty 
of ſeparation, and of every ores emoyi 'g ts 
ewn Religion: | 7 

I ſhall ſay no more concernirg tar poſſibi- 
lity of ſuppreſſing Diviſions amongſt us, bur 
one! y.propole theſe few Queſtions, Firli, 


Pirſt, Whether if the Presbyterians were by 
ſome expedient comprehealion joyned with the 
24 hg , the Laws might not eaſily reclaim the 
xelt > 

Secondly, Whether many are not diflenters, 
becauſe they would pretend Conſcience for not 
. Paying Tythes> and whether ſuch a Law as 
thould compel them to pay all Tyrhes and Dues 


to the CFurch, would not reclaim many of , 
them, and hinder a great many more from run- + 


ning over to their party ? 
Thirdly, Whether ſome better proviſien for 
Vicars in great Corporation-towns might not 
much ſecure the Unity of the Church, by keep= 
ing the Clergy in a capacity to ſubfiſt wi hout 
an abſolute dependence upon the people > Fot 
hereby th:y would be encouraged to defend 
the Church and its Inſtitutions , without fear 
of ſtarving themſelves and their Families 2 
and would be kept from poverty and neceſhty , 
which brings a contempt not onely upon their 
_ perſons but their profeſſions, and by conſc- 
quence upon Religien it ſelf, | 
Fourthly, Whether the preſent and immi- 
nent danger of Popery and Atheiſm, may not 
be thought a ſufficient motive to the Presbyte= 
Tians to joyn with the Church of England 
upon fair propoſals of a recoaciliation ? 
And whether it would not be convenient to 
make this the firſt Propoſal, that they ſhould 
kit agree amongſt themſclyes concerning thoſe 
i ” things 
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tifngs in which "they would be difpens'dfÞ 
withall ? 7." Oo 

Fifthly , Whether they that ſhall perfiſt in a 
wilful ſeparation after theſe Endeavours off* 


= -- 
s 


2) 


Reconciliation, ſhall not as juſtly deſerve tobe 
quite put out of the proteQion of all the Lawgi* 
oftheRealm as the Clergy djd, who would rjat : 
take the Oath of Supremacy > And whether F 
this would not be the beſt Expedient ro re#: 
claim them without giving our Magiſtrates thefſ: 
trouble of executing the Laws againſt them > 'Þ 

Sixthly, Whether the reviving of our Law! 
againſt Blaſphemy and Atheiſm , Uncleangefg 
and. Debauchery , and profaning the Lorda: 
day, would not very mnch-put a'ftop ts the 
growth of Schiſm and Faftion amongſt us? 5 

Burt our Author anſwers all theſe Queſtion 
at once; For he tells us, that though the 
might be compelP'd to an outward Uniformity 
yetevery publick diſturbance breaks all thojg 
Bonds, and then ſuch compulfions beget and 
ripen allDiſforders, 

Ts n»t the fame thing always evident in all 
ether Laws whatſoever > Does not every Re 
bellion break all the Bonds of Humane Society # 
and make Liberty to be the'main pretenſe tall 


We j 
| RS. | 
= 

| ; 


giſtrates to prevent this pretenſe give every 
man a Liberty at all timesto be govern'd by 
what Laws he pleaſeth, and ſo at once canceF 
all the Laws of the Nation? Or ak q 
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{ notwithſtanding, this fear of begetting 'ox 
ripening diſerders in times of publick dittur- 
Dance) rather endeavour to preſerve the peace 
at all times (as faras they can) by a due execu- 
tion of the Laws> Why then ſhould this Reaſon 
hold to deſtroy Rcligion by letting all men en- 
goy their own ? Are there not ten to one more 
Rebellions cauſed out of the pretenſe of Li- 
erty Then of Religion 2 Or is it expedient 
that men be lJefc to their Liberty to deſtroy one 
anothers Souls by running into Schiſm, Here- 
ze, Judaiſm, Infidelity and Atheiſm, if ſo be 
that they be reſtrained by laws from injuring 
dne another in-their Goods and their Bodies ? 
ay, would not. all kiad of preſent injuries ta 


ronſequence of a toleration of all Religions 2? 
dave I not already demonſtrated that every 
nans enjoying his own Religion , would ſoon 
ring men ejther into Arhe1im or cliſe inte mu+ 
ual and irreconcilable Diſputes and Quarrels 
which would deſtroy all Government ? 

He therefore ( as his Lift ſhift ) ſeems to 
alinuate that this may be prevented by the 
nanner of eſtabliſhing this Liberty ina Com- 
mnenwealth ( which he ſaith would require an 
ntire diſcourſe by it ſelf.) when I ſee that diſ- 
ourſe, I thall conſider of it,and make re-doubr 
d anſwer it fully. In the mean time, I ſhall 


mns pe:ſons in « ſmall time ( without a Red. 
df Iron) be the n:ceſflary and unavoidable 


nely tell him this, That if he can propoſe ſuch 
a. 
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a way of. an univerſal Toleration , that Mall. | 
neither contradi& his own Principle of every | 
man enjoying his own Religion, nor require a | 
ſtanding Army to keep the Nation in obedience, | 
Erie zh] magnus Apollo, For till T ſee it done, |: 
I muſt believe it ablolutely impoſſible, ft 
I have more particularly examined all that Þ* 
can appear with any ſhew of Argument for a |: 
eneral Toleration of all Religions; becaufe Þ 
I ſuſpeR this 1s our Authors great Diane, even |: 
the main deſign of his whole Book ; For it is |} 
printed in a eiſtin& CharaRter from the reſt 
of his Book, that eyery man ſhould enjoy his # 
owa Re'igion, as though it was intended that #8 
every Reader ſhould take a more particular no- Þ'8 
tice of thoſe words then ef any thing elſe in his {8 
whole Book, q 3-1 
His Fourth and laſt Argument or Defence of | 
his Cauſe ( which he thinks fo ſtrong that it Þ 
needs not the afliltance of any other) I-muſt þ 
beg his pardon, if I deal plainly with him, and F 
te}] him tbart it is the moſt ſenfleſs and ridicu- Is 
tous canſequence that eyer I met with in my Þ 
life, either in his Book or ir| any other, _'ÞF 
The ſum of it I ſhall as nearas I can fet down 

jn his own words, vit. | 7 
« It is impoſlible that ever any man ſhould F 

« have been, is, or hereafter can be guns | 

« by any thing elſe but his omn Reaſon, as 
*. tnall other things, ſo in matters of Re- 

c ligion. ; | | 
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| © Heſaith it-over again, and gives Reaſons R 

for it. | "7, W 

« I ſay impoſſible. For in all belief, and T” 
«in all other aQions the laſt appcal is 

*toReaſon, For I chooſe to believe this 1 

£ or that DoQrin? , or to do this or that ſe 

. © Aﬀtion, becauſe I have ſome Reaſon ſ 

 6* for it... | n 


| O 
- Now the conſequence he aims at in all this f 
mult be this or nothing to his purpoſe ; there- a 
fore every man ought to be lefr only and wholly | 
ts his own Reaſon (as inall other things) fo in \ 
| Religion, quietly to enjoy his own... t 
' _-, Now let us but confider how far men ate t 
left to their own Reaſon jn ali other matters, 1 
and it will ſoon appear that our Author hath - 
overthrown his whole Book by this Argu- 
<p whieh he thinks ſo impregnable a defence 
It, ; IS 
The inward ſentiments of every mans Rea- 
ſon in all Aﬀairs whatſocver ( ni 
any Law ) are, ever were, and always mu 
be free,- For nothing is freer then thought, 
All men are left to their own juJgments to 
think what they will of the Wiſdom or Folly, 
Juſtice or Injuſtice, Convenience or Incenveni- 
ence of thoſe Laws they live under , becauſe 
It is impeſſible for men to know their thoughts, 
much more to reſtrain them, And hath nor 
every man the very {ame liber.y in matters - 
| Reit- 
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Religion in the Church of England to think Þ 
what he will of any of her injunQions 2 So far | 
 Iſuppoſe weare agreed, | Js 
But now as 1n all other concerns thongh [7 
men have a liberty ts think what they pleaſe; |; 
ſo long as they keep their thovghts to them- {| 
ſelves; yer their words and ations are and |: 
muſt be reſtrained by laws: becauſe by either 
of theſe the Common-wealth might be damnt> 
fied, and our mutual peace diſturb'd, "So in 
all concerns of Religion there is not , nor can 
be any reſtraint upon our thoughts , ſo longas 
we keep them within our own breaſt ; but if 
they ſhew themſelves in words or a@ions con- 
trary to the Laws of the church ( becauſe the 
Unity of the Church and conlequently of the 
Srate is endargered , and mens eternal falvas 
tion hazarded by the propagation of falſe Re- 
ligions) therefore penalties are abſolutely ne<- | 
ceſſary to reſtrain mens words and aQions in - 
matters of Religion as well as in any other 
affairs whatſoever, | Rb 
Laſtly, As no further uſe of reaſon {s or can 
be allowed to every man in any Common- 
wealth in thoſe things which are determined 
by Laws, but onely ſo far, as to judge whe= 
ther he can or will obey them, or whether he 
will ſuffer the penalties of them : ſo no other 
liberty can be aJlowed in the Church to every' 
man, onely 1o far, as to judge whether it 1s 


moſt reaſonable for him to obey her Canons |: 
or i 
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- or: to fuffer her Cenſures, and the penalties 
- conſequential upon them : and as no good ſub. 
jeQ or member fitto live in a Commonwealth 
can think this reſtraint unreaſonable in civ:l 
affairs, becauſe the peace of the ſociety does 
neceflarily require it :. ſo for the ſame reaſon 
ought no man te think luch a reſtraint unreaſon- 
©'able in religious affairs, becauſ? | have already 
proved that an abſolute liberty in religion 
would be equally dangerous to the quiet of a 
Nation,: as an abſolute licentiouſaeſs or free= 
dom from all laws, Neither is any-mans reaſon. 
reſtrained hereby, for he is left to his own free 


| the Church) to conſult his own reaſon , whe- 


which may be the conſequence of his contempt: 
and diſobedience, or whether he will- quit the 
place where they are in force and execution. 
Wherefore there is no need of any alteratio 
of the-preſent State of the Church of E-glan4 
by Ietting every man enjoy his own Religion , 
to ailow: him the ſame Jiberty in Religion as: 
he hath in all other matters, | | 
For as w: ſee it evidently in the S'ate, that 
was every man 1:ft free in every thing to be 
guided. by his own Reaſon only (the moſt of 
men being ſo much blinded as they are with 
ounce, paſton and intereſt, &c, the which 
they wonld neceſſarily miſtake for their my 
| on) 
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Choice ( as in all civil laws, ſo in all laws of-- 


| ther he will obey th. m, or whether he will. 
venture all the puniſhments of ſoul and bedy,.. 
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Fi:1d of Blood, and ar heap of skulls and dead 
mens bones; and in a ſhort time be rendred 
more deſolate then the habitations of the fierceſt 
Beaſts , by the frequent crimes. of debauched 
p-rſons , was it not for the due execution of 


wholſom Laws to reſtrain their debauchery : , :/# 
ſo in mateers of Religion, if there were no, }: 


Laws to keep men in due bounds (but every 
man ſhould be left ro be goiees onely by hin 
ſe}f)through the many miſtakes of his own Rea» 
fon (which every man is ſubjeQ to)" the whote 
Natjon would ſoon, be over-run with our Aus 
thors good Clients, Jews, Turks, Heathens ; 
a'd Atheiſts, and by conſequence, with Bawds, 
Thieves and dinederece, and all-kind of De- 
bauchees and HeQors. "36 (5 BS 
For my part I am not in love with ſuch: come 
wa , and therefore defire that men might 
hold within the due bounds of Law : But 

if this Gentleman beſo in love with them, that 
he would have them encouraged by taking a- 
way any Laws that might reſtrain them, I ſhall 
leaye jr to our Governours to conſider whe« 
ther ir is reſonable to grant him his requeſt: 
and whether he hath not well deſerved the 
publick thanks of the King and Privy Council, 


and both Houſes of Parliament, for the great _ 


pains he hath taken in his Book, ard for hs 
moſt ſafe , moſt natural, and moſt peaceable 


Politick Propoſals he hath made init, for the 
rew 
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= 7 Thus I.take my leaye of this Author and his 
- Book together, onely adding this one word to / 
him, that [ have in no part of my Examination i 
© ofhis Pamphler, ſaid any thing but what my 
- own Reaſon diQared to me, and therefore he 
- cannot be angry with me upon kis own Prin- 
;- clples, becauſe I have guided my ſelf wholly by 
my owa Reaſon, - Bo 
= .. And Lamſwe l ſhall never be angry with my 
- felffor any thing that I have here writteng bes 
» cauſe I krow I have writ eothing but what be- 
- came an honeſt Plain-dealing Country Gen- 
- tleman; 
* © Wherefore (let the event be what it will) I 
- remain fully ſatisfied in my own Conſcience 
| oy having endeavoured to do my Duty, and to 
hew my ſelf a fincere Lover of Peace,Religiou, 
- and the true intereſt of Englang. 
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THE END. 
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Advertiſement to the Reader . 
\ and the Writer of Humane or 


Onely deſire that they would do 
[ me juſtice , in fully conſidering e» © 
very Paragraph of HUMANE 8 
REASON with my particular *# 
Examination of it, and in comparing 
them impartially ; and then let theme 
| cenſure me how they will, I ſhall not 
| be much concerned at it, but ſhall till 


remain , 


Ther humble Servant 
A M. 


